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A B S T n ACT

The apparent lack of quant i t.ut Lve Lnf'or-mnt i.on on the

vegetation status or Lak e Nakuru Nut i.onu L Par k , where

there are alarming reports of high mortality rates alllong

the browsing and grazing mammaLa au ch as wuterbu ck, VJurt hogu ,

impa12s and buffolos, prompted thin study. It·s main purpose

was, therefo~e, to jn-ov i.d e baseline datu on the compoc i t i.on ,

structure and distribution of vegetation in the purk.

The vegetation analysis involved the use of Releve

Method to obtain data for classification und mapping.

~Qntitutive analysis of woody species was curried out

by P.C. Q. Method (Po inu-Cent i-ed QuuI-te:L' Method) using

line transects, in or-der to determine the distribution

patterns of species mtd consequently thn t of plant

communities. Soil analysis was also done using

standard methods.

"'-
From the results obtained by Releve Method, 19p1unt

communities were distinguished and with r-ef'e r enoe to

land scape features, a vegetation mup of theParlc was
-drnwn-up , Results from quan tLt a t iv o onljlysio inter!,r('tr'-:

s tat.Ls t i cally using reciprocal uveraging ordin~tjon

have indicated floristic over Lap betwe en plant communit i aa ,
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The ecological importance, abundance and di8~ribution

of these species 118.sbeen d i.e cu s s ed , 'I'h e pattern of

variation in ve~etation has been shown to coincide ~ith
the pattern of v ar i.a t iori in soil jJroJ1Gy'ties, w i, t.h un

al ti tuc1inal range simulating vep;et[1t-j en z oria t i.on f r om

the Lake to' the escarpments.

A number of sugcestions arid r e comrnendut i ons h ave I)cc:n

put forward and it js ,hoped that the Scientific fln~ings

of this study will provide h88 eLi n o <'1::-:t8 u pon twh i r:h

future ecoLogi eel monitoring will d epe nd • '1:11By w i.L].

also be used in the planning 8nd mana~ement of the

Park.


