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Abstract
The study examines potential gains and a:t:tordable

et tectLve approaches in the provision ot credit and

technical learning to womensmall scale ent.repreneurs in

orde r- that the current. initiat.ive to asslst· women,

especially women entrepreneurs can achieve last.ing

rel!Sults. The study examines the dirt e.rerrt credit

approaches in Kenya that. .3.ssist ema I I enterprise

development which are mainly the integrated approach,

individual approach, group based lending approach and.

minimalist approach. An assessment is done on a unique

project which provides a wholistic technical training

programme to wome n small scale errt.r-epr-erieure who are able

t.o adopt lessons learnt immediate Lv to their business.
~ -

The studyks:-addressed. from two perspectives; the supply
'. <,

side. that is, an analysis or. dif:terent support serVlces

that are gender- sensit·ive and their mechanisms tor-

provision CI:tthese services. using a case study approach.

From t.he demand side, that. is how the women small scale

entrepreneurs who are engaged in prod.uctive activities in

the commercial market areas, finance their bu.sinesses arid

access technical training. The study area is in :tour

commercial markets in Na.irobi
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Province. Lrat a is collected both primary arid seconctary.

Dat.a analysis is both qualitat.ive and gua.nt.it.ative. The

st·Ud.yalso Eiddresses the impact of these support services

on the enterprise ElUChas employment. cre at.Lon expansion

01: business size, acc:ess t.o larger markets both national

and international, improvement 0-£ prod.uct gu.ali t.v ,

creating a niche in the market arid t.ne abilit.y t.o address

t.he f.1isadvantaged po e at.Lo n o.t worne n small scale

entrepreneurs eucri as Lac k ot collateral, disadvantage in

terms ot education and skill development, prod.lJ.ct qua Li.t.v

and rna.rket ing . 'l'he study 1·c.o.'" concluded \-.1 i th

recommendations tor a. more demand based prov LeLon ot

technical training and provision ot credit t.hr-ough the

group based approach taking more advantage ot the
~

rotating ~B_15a.vings credit associations or "rnerry-go-

rounds


