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Abstract: 

To determine the validity of self-reported contraceptive histories obtained from rural Kenyan 
women, we interviewed 122 women participants in a long-term study during which their 
contraceptive use had been recorded regularly at clinics. Interview information was compared 
with each woman's clinic record. In all 71 women (58%) reported ever use of oral contraceptives, 
while 76 (62%) of the clinic records documented ever use. The agreement between the records 
and interview was reasonable (Kappa = 0.54, P < 0.001). The sensitivity of self-report of use 
compared to clinic records was 79%, specificity was 76%, positive and negative predictive 
values were 85% and 69% respectively. Ever use of injectable contraceptives (Depo-Provera) 
was reported by 78 (63%) women while the records showed use by 80 (65%) women (Kappa = 
0.87, P < 0.001). The sensitivity, specificity, positive and negative predictive values were 94%, 
93%, 96%, and 89% respectively. For the intrauterine contraceptive device, ever use was 
reported by 18 (14.8%) women while the records showed 19 (15.6%) (Kappa = 0.90, P < 0.001). 
The associated sensitivity, specificity, positive and negative predictive values were 90%, 99%, 
94% and 98% respectively. The validity of reported duration of use of each method showed a 
similar pattern to that of the history of ever use. The Spearman's rank correlations for the 
duration of use calculated from interview compared with the clinic records were for oral 
contraceptives r = 0.68 (P < 0.001), injectables r = 0.81 (P < 0.001) and intrauterine devices r = 
0.82 (P < 0.001). 
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