Abstract:

Rotavirus gastroenteritis still remains a major cause of morbidity and mortality among young
children in developing countries, with ~150 000-200 000 deaths occurring annually in sub-
Saharan Africa. We reviewed papers published over the last 30 years on the epidemiology of
rotavirus diarrhoea among the hospitalized and out-patient children in Kenya. The analysis
shows rotavirus prevalence of 6-56% with diarrhoea occurring throughout the year and generally
exhibiting distinct peaks during the dry months. Among the common genotype, G1 was the most
predominant up to the year 2002 but more recently there has been an emergence of genotype G9
as the most predominant genotype and to a less extent G8. It is important to continue rotavirus
surveillance in Kenya to determine accurately the burden of rotavirus disease and the emerging
new genotypes. This will assist policy makers in decision making on rotavirus vaccine
introduction and determining the impact of the vaccine.



