Abstract:

Of 70 consecutive patients with amoebic liver abscess admitted over a 3 year period, 15 (21.4%)
had multiple abscesses. This condition, like solitary abscess, was a disease of the 2nd to 5th
decade with a male preponderance. Multiple abscesses were more frequently associated with
fever, jaundice, upper abdominal pain, pneumonitis and tender hepatomegaly. The left lobe of
the liver was always enlarged in patients with multiple abscesses and 86% of patients required
drainage of an abscess cavity. The presence of more severe clinical course, jaundice and left lobe
hepatomegaly should raise the suspicion of multiple abscesses. After confirmation of the
diagnosis by imaging technique, the abscess cavity should be aspirated for quick relief and cure.



