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Abstract 

A natural way to begin this monogram is by posing several pertinent questions. Firstly, what 
exactly does the term “monitoring” mean. Furthermore, is monitoring synonymous to measuring 
or observing? And more specifically, what does it mean within an environmental perspective? 
Monitoring has been defined by James (2003) as observing, detecting, or recording the operation 
of a system; watching closely for purposes of control; surveillance; keeping track of; checking 
continually; detecting change. 
 


