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ABSTRACT

The main objective of the study was to examineotesiforms of child labour, causes of
child labour, the community’s perception towardsicchabour and the effect of child

labour on participation of primary school education Samburu County. The study
adopted a descriptive survey design. The targetilpipn comprised of pupils, class
teachers and Head teachers from eight primary $€hooSamburu County, District

Education Officer in Samburu, parents and locagfshi Primary data was collected using
guestionnaires and interview guides. The analysis done using descriptive statistics

generated from Statistical Package for Social $eieiSPSS) software.

The study findings revealed that child labour am®uru County was prevalent and has
adversely affected the level of pupil participationprimary school education. Child
labour has led to decline in pupils' academic parémce, drop out from schools,
decreased levels of literacy in the County, andeiase in gender disparity in education
within the region. Child labour was associated wittor concentration in class, increased
rates of teenage pregnancies, engagement in drugeaénd involvement in armed

conflicts.

The main factors leading to the problem of chdddr were found to be high poverty
levels in the region, harmful cultural beliefs amulactices, lack of appropriate
government policies, ignorance and illiteracy ampagents as well as loss of parents.
The study has recommended that the problem of &idur in Samburu County can be
tackled if the local community is adequately empmsewith knowledge on the
importance of education in the present day socigbwernment policies should be
reviewed and streamlined to cater for educatiohallenges that are specific to arid and
semi-arid areas; education policy implementationlogtl level in Samburu County
should be re-evaluated and parents should be ifullgived in tackling the problem of
child labour. The measures aimed at promoting dducan Samburu County should
give specific consideration to poverty levels ie tlegion, cultural beliefs and practices

and appropriateness of government policies.



The study also recommends further research onfteetigeness of government policies
in mitigating the falling levels of pupil participan in primary school education in
Samburu County. It also recommends a replicatioth study in other child labour

prone areas such as slums and miraa growing areas.

Vi
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

This chapter has reviewed information on the bamligd to the study. In addition the
chapter has given the statement of the problenpgser of the study, research objectives,
and significance of the study, limitation and defations of the study, basic
assumptions, and definition of key terms used & study. Finally it has outlined the

overall organization of the study.

Kenya has recognized education as a fundamentahmurght its pivotal role in the

attainment of self-fulfillment and national devehoent (GoK 2007; MoE 2006; Children
Act Cap 586 2001).The Importance of educatioroissiered by the United Nations as
a basic human rights and as an instrument usedcfaeving social equality and higher
economic growth (UNICEF 1992). Governments use atiic as a tool for fighting

ignorance, poverty and disease. It is a key fafborsocio-economic developments
(Todaro 1982). It is therefore used, as a meanstrioning and producing human

resources needed to manage the economic, socigladitidal sector of the country.

Although literature review has some variationstio@ role of education, most scholars
agree that educational institutions impart knowedgkills, traditional beliefs and
attitudes which are essential for the preservadiuh continuity of life in the society. It is
a means of enhancing social development (LipmamaBlu 1984). It has also been
realized that economic implication in educatiordie$o higher output, higher wages, and
charges in distribution of earned income betweenrtbh and the poor, and leads to
economic mobility (Schultz, 1989; Colcolough andwire 1993 and Thurow, (1997).
However, in spite of the important role of educatimany children are not participating
in the education because of child labour. According(Uwezo Kenya 2011), it is
estimated that about 130 million children worldwidie not attend school because they

are working. This means that Child labour deniesyrzhildren their basic human right



to education, and in turn prevents many countriesnfachieving the millennium

development goals of eradicating poverty and aéhiegducation for all.

In Africa, child labour is still a threat to chileln participation in education; Sub-Saharan
Africa has a large number of working children. @ditNations Children's Emergency
Fund (UNICEF 2007) estimates approximately 37%hiidcen 5 to 14 years are actively
involved in the labor market (UNICEF, 2007). Thegortion of children working has
Continued to rise in the region. Child labor pap#&tion rates are highest in East Africa,
followed by Central Africa and West Africa (Admassi2002; Bass, 2004). This is
because most African countries live at a minimunel®f expenses caused by; high rate
of unemployment, wars, political issues and unstabtonomy, HIV/ AIDS .Most
children are forced to work in order to bring aduitl income to the family. According
to ILO (2002) 8.9% of children aged 5 to 9 years] 82.8% 10 to 14 years old children

combine work and schooling.

Even though Kenya has almost reached universalgpyimmducation, many children are
still not in school because of child labour. Thare about 14,264,800 in Kenya of the
total population of 32,420,000,25% of the childitween 12-14 years are involved in
child labour(ILO 2008).According to (ILO 2007), Ky is a source and destination for
children trafficked for the purpose of child lalbdgthild labour has increased because of
factors like HIV/AIDS, drought wars, increasing tnality. According to UNAIDS,
these children are trying to make ends meet thra@hgt labour including the worst form

of child labour

In Samburu County, Kirisia Division, child labous still a hindrance in children’s
participation in primary education the major caw$enon-enrollment leading to child
labour are long distances to school (UNICEF 20adlged many children in Samburu
County have to walk for long distances to reachféwe existing schools. Poverty is also
another cause of child labour, the county is arighd there is food shortage, these
problems leave many families with no option buinteolve children in childlabour at the

expense of their education. This study therefoil,emdeavor to establish the effects of



child labour on children participation in primargueation in Samburu County, Kirisia

Division.
1.2 Statement of the problem

Child Labour persists even though laws and stalsdiar eliminate it in Kenya exist. The
government of Kenya introduced free primary edwca(iFPE) in 2003 so as to ensure
access to education by all children.Inspite of ¢heBorts, the participation of pupils in
primary education is still low in Samburu Counlirisia Division; This problem is
brought about by child labour. Though so many neteas have been conducted in
Africa and Kenya, the available research tendsduress child abuse in general with
little reference on child labour; especially in Samu County .It is against this
background that this study is set to study the cédfeof child labour on pupils’
participation in primary school education Sambuougty.

1.3 Justification

The findings are expected to create awareneskiloiren education, challenges brought
about by child labour in the Division. This will ik& community allocate more resources
for education of their children. The awarenesshef thild labour and participation in
primary education can make stakeholders in educapply recommended policies that
will curb drop out of children education in primasghoolsOther Divisions with similar
problems can use the findings of the study to ttadlpms facing education of children.
Donor agencies can also use the funding of theystu@nsure retention and completion
of primary School circle by pupils. This data wdllso help curriculum developers in

formulating policies that makes education relevarthe pastoralists’ communities.

1.4 Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study is to establish the eftéathild labour on primary school

participation in Samburu Central, Kirisia Divisicamd Samburu County, Kenya



1.5 Objectives of the Study

Specifically the study will seek to:
1. Examine the forms of child labour.
2. Establish the causes for child labour.

3. Investigate the effect of child labour on papt&tion in primary school education

1.6 Research questions

On the basis of research objectives, the studytryiio answer the following questions.
1. What are the causes for child labour?
2. What are the types of child labour?

3. How does child labour affects pupils’ participatin primary education?

1.7 Limitations to the Study

Given the sensitivity of child labour, the rese@rcforesees some limitations such as:
lack of openness in divulging information that sumd the vice. This may especially be
a case where teachers, principals, parents omitire @ommunity have been involved in

engaging children in child labour.

1.8 Delimitations to the study

The study will be carried out in Samburu Centrairidfa division in eight primary
schools and therefore the findings cannot be geemide generalization. The study is
restricted to the effect of child labour on pagation in primary education. The research

will only be carried out in public primary schools.

1.9 Basic assumptions of the study

The study will assume that:
a) Respondents will states facts without f@as or suspicion and all questionnaires
Will be filled and returned to the researcher fioalgsis, interpretation and report writing.
b) Children are involved in child labour.

¢) Many children are not participating inmary education.



1.10 Definition of operational terms.

Child labour -Child labour is work that harms children or kedpsm from attending
school.

Participation-the act of taking part in the primary educatiosteyn

Examination- an assessment intended to measure a test-tal@xtekige, skill, aptitude,
physicalfitness, or classification in many other topics.

Pupil -a person, who is being taught, especially a dilsichool.

Education -a process of teaching, learning, training, espigcia schools to improve
knowledge and develop skills.

Curriculums - are the set of courses, and their content, affate school .

Dropout -A pupil who leaves school before they have fingsheeir studies.

Pastoralism -movement of people and animals from one placentuheer in search of
water and pasture.

Enrolment - The act of children joining school officially.

Academic performancethe act of pupil’'s doing good or bad in school.

1.11 Organization of the of the Study

The study is organized in five chapters. Chapter deals with the background of the
problem, statement of the problem, purpose of thdys research objectives, research
guestions, significance of the study, limitatiordadelimitations to the study, definition

key terms used in the research proposal an orgigonzof the study.

Chapter two, deals with review of related literatuThis includes literature on global
context of child labour, forms of child labour, anduses of child labour, how child
labour affects participation in primary school edfimn and finally theoretical and
conceptual framework. Chapter three contains rebeamethodology; chapter four
contains data analysis and interpretation whileptdrafive gives a report on research

findings, conclusions and recommendations on furdheas of research.



CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 Introduction

This chapter deals with the review of availablerture child labour and participation in
primary school education. An area covered by therdiure review includes the
following: Causes of child labour, Forms of childbbur, attendance in education,

dropout, gender disparities, parental attitudeadamic performance, and absenteeism.

2.1 Forms of child labour

Domestic work as child labour

Throughout the world, many children are workinglamestic workers, performing tasks
such as cooking, ironing, taking care of childrer aleaning and ironing. Children
working as domestic workers are many in many caesytraccording to International
Programme on the Elimination of Child LabdiltO, 2008), 68% of child labour work is
domestic work and one million children in the wodde involved in domestic work.
Most of these children are abused and paid leskefhya, 78% of the children domestic
workers are not paid (UNICEF, 1997). The inciderafechild domestic work has
decreased in the world from 23% to 10% from 196@Q@03, but these forms of child
labour in Samburu County are still prevalent. Cieitd are taken to urban areas and
employed as domestic workers (World Bank). Somihede vice is attributed to the high
poverty level in the county. The elite Samburu peqpefer employing young girls as
house helps to take care of their children as aglteach them mother tongue. These

house help provide cheap labour.
Children in prostitution.

Child prostitution started to gain attention asaonpublic concern in 1960s, around the
same time as child abuse became a topical soablgm (Weisberg, 1985). It is a global
phenomenon, which spread widely in both develogindg developed countries (Mahler,
1997; Fallon and Tzannatos, 1998). “600, 000-80D/2dman beings are trafficked.

6



Human trafficking is the third top revenue earnfogorganized crime and a fast growing
phenomenon in the world”. Given this trend, it iathetic that classical and street
prostitution of African women, which involves intstates and intra-country female
trafficking, have equally been on the increase (Jtvernal of Pan African Studies, vol.3,
no.l, September 2009). In a recent statisticalrteptso Davey (2005) has cited poverty
as a factor that drives children into prostitutidiourism has also resulted in increasing
numbers of young children in prostitution in Kenysccording to the digital journal

(2009), Kenyan tourism industry is now edging ctagebecoming a sex industry with

the introduction of community tourism.

In Samburu Central, child prostitution is posingnyp@roblems to education, because of
the poverty level in the county. Many children eggan prostitution to meet their basic
needs. Community tourism is becoming an avenu@mostitution whereby young girls
entertain tourists and have sex with them. Manyngoboys in Samburu move to the
Kenyan coast and act as beach boys. These chiflognout of school or fail to attend
school regularly.

Herding as child labour

The Samburu people are pastoralists and they deperttieir cattle for survival, and
herding is seen as a way of socializing childremofig the Samburu people children
belong to the active labour force of the homesfeaith a very early age. Children from
12-17 years are given a task of herding animalsayMzildren in Samburu Central are
not benefitting from the free primary education dese of looking after the animals;
there are three types of herding practiced by thenlsiru people. These include:

domestic herding, customary herding and herdirgpmmercial beef ranching.

Children working as security guards in armed conficts

The children’s Act prohibit children from being rated into the military and the
government is responsible for protecting and rdhating the affected children into the
society and ensuring that they get education. Atingrto the global report on child

soldiers (2001), no child should take part in Higtor recruited in armed conflicts.



Despite these laws, many children in Samburu ceateaemployed as security guards
and are recruited into the armed conflicts. The I3amn people are known for their
bravery and honesty; many people prefer employmgng Samburu boys as watchmen.
Some children are also trained to fight and prateetcommunity in case of attack. These
activities prevent many young Samburu boys frontigipating in primary education and

this contributes to an increase in the numberitériacy level of the area.

Early marriages as child labour

Early marriages are common in most African socsetiRe-entry into education after
early marriage has not been possible (UNESCO - UWRIC1970) Research work by
Onyango (2003) indicated that socio-cultural noand practices such as value attached
to bride wealth influenced parents to marry offitltaughters before maturity. Maritim
(1990) supported the findings by Onyango by sayhag families in the lower socio-
economic structures marry off their daughters ideorto provide economic support in
terms of bride wealth to the family. Mbilinyi andiddghuri (1991) added that in some
African communities, girls are valued as objectexthange in bride wealth. Girls are
seen as sources of income by their parents inul®m of charging fines for adultery
and pregnancies of unmarried girls. In this arramga girls are denied opportunity for
education. They are withdrawn from schooling dumpegiods for initiation and betrothal
ceremonies (United Nations 1967). Odaga (1995)wwed with Mbilinyi and Mbughuni
by adding that African tradition and culture regsithat girls be married off to qualify as
good African women. This makes members of the hmldeto usually struggle to

socialize their daughters to master skills of begongd wives.

The result of this is early drop out of school. Témue of early marriages is still common
in Samburu Central. Young girls are married ofbbtd men at the expense of education
and it's the main reason why gender disparity ghhin the entire county. According to

the daily nation Thursday January 28, 2010, a f@ar old Samburu girl was rescued

from early marriage to a Moran that paid her paré®tcows.



Selling charcoal as child labour.

Charcoal burning is a common practice in Sambumti@k it is a mean of survival in
most households hit by poverty. Therefore manydceii combine school with this
business. Some of these children even drop outhtafad and move from house to house

selling charcoal. Their health and study time rsosesly affected by this activity.

2.2 Poverty and child labour.

Poverty

Whereas poverty has been defined as the inabilityndividuals to afford basic

necessities (Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper ¢2004)17, inequality is seen in
relation to differentials income. It can be obserue relation to differences in access to

education, health and even enjoyment of politicgits and representation

According to IPEC (2008) poverty has been well doented as one of the major forces
that drive children into work place. Most childrenAfrica are not able to attend school

because their families cannot afford their educatigonnet 1993).

Poverty is the major cause of child labour in Saral@ounty; this problem is attributed
to; high aridity, wars, cattle rustling. The goverent of Kenya introduced free primary
education (FPE) in 2003 so as to ensure accessuttagon by all children, but poverty
remains a challenge in achieving education fo(L#RE).

Samburu central is rated as the poorest in thetopline (Samburu County District
Development Plan, 2008-2012). The number of absglabr is high, more than 81% of
the district population lives below the poverty din(Samburu County District
Development Plan, 2008-2012).the factors attributedpoverty are: insecurity low
literacy levels, aridity, poor infrastructure aretrogressive cultural practices. All these
factors affects children’s participation in eduoatbecause many parents cannot be able
to meet the cost of buying books, uniforms and otiests of education, , this leads poor

parents in Samburu to perceive child labour aotiie option.



Harmful cultural practices

Harmful traditional practices hindermost children $amburu Central from accessing
education. Such practices are; Female Genital Btigit (FGM), circumcision, early
marriages. Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is a coom practice among the Samburu
people, after circumcision, girls are seen to béureaand married off, and are supposed
to perform all the duties of a wife. Many girls a@ced to drop out of school and

become victims of child labour.

Early marriages are common in most African socsetiRe-entry into education after
early marriage has not been possible (UNESCO - UWBRIC1970). Research work by
Onyango (2003) indicated that socio-cultural noand practices such as value attached
to bride wealth influenced parents to marry offitltaughters before maturity. Maritim
(1990) supported the findings by Onyango by sayhag families in the lower socio-
economic structures marry off their daughters ideorto provide economic support in

terms of bride wealth to the family.

Another cultural issue that leads to child laboaroag the Samburu people is their
perception of the child. A child is regarded as phaperty of the entire community, and
therefore can be given out to a neighbor or redatovlend a helping hand. In some cases
children are hired out to wealthy families to halpherding and can be given a goat or
cow for the whole period they are supposed to becimool. (Nainyoyie community
development organization (2012). Many children epdbeing denied an opportunity to
access education and work for relatives or commumieking many people illiterate as
child labour continues to be a constant barriexdocation.

Hiv/Aids

According to Samburu central district developmelanp (2008-2012), 6.8% of the
population in Samburu central lives with HIV/AID&hich is above the national average
of 5.1%. The high prevalence has been brought abgpuhe socio-cultural practices
surrounding marriage and circumcision. These caus$et of challenges to education

because many orphans do not participate in edurcatio
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As the number of orphans increases the number itdreh who drop out of school
increases, most children are involved in child labso as to meet their basic needs.
Some children combine work and school and end djenmeing poorly; hence FPE is not

a remedy for orphans.
Lack of relevant and appropriate policies to suppor pastoralists’ livelihood.

The Kenyan Poverty Reduction Strategy paper (2@Bte acknowledges and admits
that the nomadic pastoralism is the most prudeodymtion system in the ecologically
fragile rangelands or arid and Semi-Arid lands (A$Af Kenya. The education policies
in Kenya do not recognize or favour the Samburupfeeaovho are pastoralists. The
Samburu people live in ASAL area and practice qraiism, as they move from one
place to another in search of water and pastur¢hr animals, most of their children
tend to drop out of school further, children hawewalk for long distances to reach

school risking their lives, sometimes these chitdaee attacked by bandits or animals.

In Samburu County, the schools are very few, aedetlare no mobile schools to ensure
that the children have access to schools; thigjdeave many children out of school and
that is the reason behind the high illiteracy rateSamburu. In order to solve this
problem, the government should make the curricutetavant by introducing mobile
schools, and increase the number of boarding sstioaktain children in school.

The community’s perception of child labour

The Samburu people do not believe in child labdkiey claim that when a child is
engaged in work, it is ‘socialization and training€hildren’s work is perceived as a
process of socialization, progressively initiatatgldren into work and transmitting skills
that will enable them to support themselves andr tiparents contribute to the
community; the most important thing one can doafehild is to teach him or her to work
as a way of ensuring economic independence in uhee (SCF 2000). In Samburu

County, most children are engaged in child labtmoking after the animals, selling milk
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and charcoal, at the expense of schooling. Butoinemunity perceives these activities as

a form of training.
Gender disparities in education.

Mulopo (1988) asserted that sex roles, expectatdrihe African society initiated sex
imbalance in school and careers, since a girlswas defined such that she would only
be a mother, housewife or home keeper. The rolbssitwould only require a minimum
level of education or none at all. He confirms @mssertion by stating that sexual division
of labour meant that mothers had to rely on thaugthters' labour for household duties.
Michnik (1976) concurs with Mulopo and concludeattbpportunity cost of sending a
daughter to school is very high. This thereforeultesin lower enrolment for girls for
secondary school education. Since gender rolegifler are many and continuous, girls
have to work longer hours as their mothers, as sggdo boys who have fewer gender
related roles, which keep them busy through ententant or loitering. This fact limits
the opportunity of girls to access and completer teducation as compared with boys
(Onyango 2003).

2.3 How child labour affects children’s participation in primary education

Dropout and enroliment

The number of children who enroll in the formalnpairy education does not complete the
cycle. The government of Kenya acknowledge that FBduced in 2003 has increased
the enrolment by about 2.3million from 59 million 2002 to 8.2 million in 2007
(Republic of Kenya, 2008).Despite this move bygbgernment, most children have not
been able to fully participate in the formal edimaipartly because of child labour. Many
children combine work and schooling and these a#éccation negatively resulting in
poor academic performance leading to dropping bathool. According to the Republic
of Kenya (2007), about one million children ard! stiit of school because the pressure to
supplement house hold income remains high. Eduwtioutcomes may suffer the

likelihood of dropping out of school by such chéddr
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The problem of enrollment and dropout are commagnpmena in Samburu Central are
brought about by child labour, poverty and frequeonflicts between the Pokot and
Samburu communities. These factors have prevented rohildren from enrolling and
causing those enrolled to drop out of school. Gaildas young as thirteen years old have
been involved in clashes (worriorhood).These cotsflhave also led to the closures of 28

primary schools; these closure affected 6,759 pyiraehool pupils (SAIDIA, 2007).

The scarcity of schools also discourages many m@nldrom continuing with education.
According to (UNICEF 2001), the major cause of momellment leading to child labour
is long distances to school. This causes many remiléth Samburu central have to walk
for long distances to reach the few existing schidlols risking their lives to attacks by

warriors and wild animals.
Child labour and School Attendance

Schooling problem also contribute to child labobdany a times children seek
employment simply because there is no access tookclidistance, no school at all).
When there is no access, the low quality of thecation often makes attendance a waste
of time for the students. Schools in many remoasrsuffer from plights such as
overcrowding, inadequate sanitation and apathetictters. As a result, parents may find
no use in sending their children to school whely tt®uld be home learning a skill (for
example, agriculture) and supplementing the farmijome. Because parents have so
much control over their children, their perceptiohthe value of school is a main
determinant of child attendance. Parents who aneatdd understand the importance of
schooling from personal experience. As a resulergal education plays a large role in
determining child schooling and employment (Tiet8&9).

School attendance by a child is also highly catesl with family income (llon and

Moock 1991). Therefore, when children drop out diaol, it is not necessarily because
of irresponsible parenting; it may be due to thaifgs financial situation. When these
children leave school, they become potential warké major reason India has the

largest juvenile workforce is because 82 millioidien are not in school (Weiner 1991).
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The result is that only a minority get a qualityedtion. Poor families, however, are able
to recognize good quality schooling and are fretjygmepared to sacrifice child labor in

order to invest in a good education for their ataid
Gender roles and participation in primary education

Kenya is among seven African countries likely thiiage gender education in primary
and secondary education by 2005. This is accorthng005 education for all global
Monitoring Report (Daily Nation 11th November 200#gge 5). The United Nations
Report of 1985 claimed that girls have very ligducation to enter, remain and complete
education following a complicated interactive prgef structural, cultural and personal
factors that make the schools wastage rate fos gigher than for boys. This therefore

calls for a research into the effects of high drdpate of girls for primary education.

It has also been established that female educdetays marriages, lowers fertility rates
and results in smaller family size (Herz 1991). Bks with more education increase the
desire to have more children enrolling in schoas éducation. Behrman (1990) and
Lavy (1992) revealed that parental schooling pr@nathildren’'s schooling. Education
also increases farm productivity by giving femadesess to agricultural and co-operative
training, contact with agricultural extension waikeimplementation of new farming
ideas and use of existing facilities (Floro and W&D90). ). Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) UNESCO and Forum for Africaroéén Education (FAWE)
have been in the forefront agitating for promotafriemale education and empowerment
UNESCO (1995). Conferences like the ones held mtiém, in Thailand 1990 and the
Pan-African Conferences on Education of girls hel@uagadougou in Burkina Faso in
April 1993 adopted measures aimed at reducing gedidparities in Education. Abagi
(1995) asserted that school participation of gimlparts of the world and particularly in
African region still lags behind. A study by Mehe (1972) revealed that ignorance and
poverty hamper the education of females. The ntgjai girls engage in household
chores particularly in African countries.
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Early marriages are common in most African socsetiRe-entry into education after
early marriage has not been possible (UNESCO - UWRIC1970) Research work by
Onyango (2003) indicated that socio-cultural noand practices such as value attached
to bride wealth influenced parents to marry offitldaughters before maturity. Girls are
seen as sources of income by their parents inul®m of charging fines for adultery
and pregnancies of unmarried girls. In this arramga girls are denied opportunity for

education.

The problem of early marriage has continued to hzegative impact on enrolment of
girls for secondary education in many parts of Kenloaders in Isiolo District for
example blamed Low secondary school enrolment Isecad early marriage (Daily
Nation 28| June 1996). Forced early marriage alsotributes to low enrolment for
education (Daily Nation of 15| March 1997). The i&dp Women Lobby group was seen
fighting to protect Masaai girls from early marmagto promote girl child education
(Daily Nation 26th March 1998).In Samburu Centtiagse has been the major reason for
many girls dropping out of school, early marriages highly valued and these girls are
forced to perform adult duties. Social factors sashearly pregnancy, attitude of the
parents, and Economic status of the parent andi@ulfactors such as early marriages,
mobility due to insecurity as a result of cattlstiung contribute to the girl child school
dropout in Samburu District.

2.4 Gaps in the literature review

Literature review given in this document revealsttithere are several factors that
contribute to lack of participation in primary edtion. Many communities in Africa
prefer giving better and higher education to bdyntgirls particularly communities in
the lower socio-economic class of people. Resesatlies that have been done show
marked generalization and some weaknesses.rddearch study will reveal the actual
factors on the ground that contributes to childolaband its effects on children’s
participation in primary education.
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2.5 Theoretical framework
The theoretical framework, which guides this studys been the human capital theory.
This theory holds that human production is a pmedd@mon for economic growth and

looks at man as a factor of production (Blaug 1970)

Education develops skills that contribute largety économic growth (Ayodo et.el
1991).The centrality of education for both persowallbeing as well as wider socio-
economic development is well articulated in theatg of policy documents. Sessional
paper No.1 of 2005 on a policy framework for edigratraining and research commits
the government to providing ‘every Kenya with bagi@ality education’ (GoK 2007).The
constitution of Kenya promulgated in August 201(®ady articulates in the bills of
rights, article 53:1b that ‘every child has a rigltcompulsory education. It is therefore
the responsibility of the state to ensure thathildren participate in the formal primary
education, including the marginalized groups. Iswated earlier that the participation of

primary school pupils is poor in Samburu Centratigfa division.

2.6 Conceptual framework

The conceptual framework tries to illustrate hove tindependent variables that are
associated with child labour, are likely to affesthool attendance, academic
performance, enrollment, dropout, and dropout, cedyparticipation of children in the
formal primary education. Education is seen by masya tool of eradicating poverty
which is the major cause of child labour, and whbkiidren are involved in child labour
at the expense of their education, it leads tosaous cycle of poverty. This means that
for children to participate fully in the formal echtion, their economic situation must

first be improved.
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2.7 Chapter summary

It has been commonly observed that in many coumttiee majority of working children
are enrolled in school. However child labour becsraghreat, consuming most of their
time to study. Work may reduce their time to studlytire the children reducing
concentration and learning (Psacharopoulos, 198i8ady (2003) also found that
working children have substantially lower readimgl anathematics test scores than non-
working children. Many pupils who are working teni perform poorly academic ally
because most of their time is spent in work rathan in school, most of these children

go to school when late because they have to welidré going to school.

According to Beegle et.al (2005), children’s timrselhas been found to have significantly
reduced school attendance, and consequently redhddsen’s educational attainment.

Other scholars have also reported that, the faat # child working increases the

probability of failing a grade and even dropping ofischool (Khatar et.al 1998).

In Samburu Central learning levels are generally [&Jwezo 2011), these issue is
attributed to child labour brought about by pdyeAccording to Kenya bureau of

statistics (2009), Samburu County is the secondgsban Kenya, it is faced by food

shortage, cattle rustling, clashes and illiteradyese factors leaves many families with
no option but to engage their children in labouasto contribute to the family income.

Most children spent some of their time entertairtimgyist for pay, selling charcoal after

school or work as part time domestic workers. Alege activities consumes the
children’s study time leading to poor performanabsentism, dropout and the general

school attendance in many primary schools.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.0 Introduction

This section explains the research methodologyetaded in carrying out the research. It
highlights the research design, target populatiseinple and sampling procedure,
research instruments, reliability and validity bétinstruments, data collection and data

analysis procedures.

3.1 Research design

Different scholars have defined research designaasamework of planning and

conducting research (Sapsford, 2006). The resedesign that was adopted is the
descriptive survey design. This is because therigise survey design helped to

determine the frequency of occurrences of the pmenon and discover whether or not
relationships exist between the variables. Thergase survey design adopted. This is
because cross-sectional approach is useful inrabtaan overall picture as it stands at
the time of the study. Cross-sectional studiescaraparatively cheap to undertake and
easy to analyze (Kumar, 2005). The units of analystluded the respondents (pupils,
parents, and D.E.O and Head teachers) and the im&datants. The dependent variable
was participation in primary education while thelependent variables are the effect of

child labour.

3.2 Study area

Samburu Central is found in Samburu County —Ke®gmburu County has total area of
21,002.3km2 people. According to the 2009 censperteghe area has a population of
223,947 people .The altitude of the study areaesgaiiom 850-1230m above sea level.
The indigenous people of the study area are c#étledsamburu people. Generally most
of the Samburu people are semi-illiterate and splealSamburu language.
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3.4 Target Population

According to Best and Kahn (1989) a population gg@up of individuals who have one
or more characteristics in common that are of edeto the researcher. Lokesh, (1988),
defines a target population as a large group frdnchva sample population is selected.
The target population for this research was eighthgry schools in Samburu County,
Head teachers, Ministry of Education Officials, 10@pils from the selected schools,
class teachers. Class eight pupils were choseihdastudy because they have been in the
school since they joined class one and therefarg &ne literate enough to respond to a

guestionnaire.

3.5 Sample and sampling procedures.

A sample is a small subset of the total populat®ampling is a process of identifying
the individuals (pupils) who participated in theudg. A sample is used to make a
generalization of the characteristics being ingegtéd within the entire population. In
Samburu central Kirisia Division there are six painy schools. Only public primary

schools will be chosen for the research study.

The Stratified random sampling is going to be usedause it ensures that certain sub-
groups in the population were represented in thgga in proportion to their numbers in
the population itself (Orodho 2004). The researchsed simple random sampling
method to select the participating schools in theidibn. Simple random sampling is
whereby the individuals in the total population @aqual and independent chances of
being selected as a member of a sample (Orodho).2084 Division has a total of 6
schools but about 80% of the schools will be usbtthvtranslates to 6 primary schools.
A sample formula of 80% of the total number of swledn each zone will be sampled.
This sample was used to represent all the schadB&mburu County as there are only

few schools in the county and therefore 80% is@dgepresentation of the population.

The Simple random sampling method was used to tsplticipants from class eight.
Class eight pupils are chosen because they hayedsia the school since class one.

Since random sampling method was used to selecsdheols and participant in the

20



Division, it therefore follows that the Head teashef the selected schools participated in
the study. The sample size for the study was estinat 200 respondents, out of the 200
respondents, 100 was primary school pupils, 93 Wwél the parents, one District
Education Officer, and six head teachers.

3.6 Research instruments

3.6.1Questionnaires

Questionnaires contained a set of written questwhich the respondents filled without
guidance or scrutiny of the researcher. The quaséioes to be used in this research are
in two categories; one for the head teacher, aaather for the pupils. The questionnaire
for students consists of two sections. Section msaat eliciting general information
about the pupil’'s age, gender and background. @edi consists of questions about
forms of child labour, causes and how child labatfects children’s participation in
primary school education. . The structured quesa@mes contained likert attitudinal

scale.

3.6.2 Interview guides

Brief interview guides for the District Educationffider were used to collect data.
Interview schedule begun with the factual inforroati Interview guides were used to
collect data on the effect of child labour on gap@tion in primary education. According
to Grey (2009) interviewing is appropriate becamsnsured a higher response rate and
the interviewer were able to probe deeper inta¢sponse given by an interviewee. Grey
also continues to assert that there is greateribfléx under this method as the
opportunity to restructure questions is alwayseleerd the language of the interview can
be adapted to the ability of educational level loé fperson interviewed and as such

misinterpretations concerning questions can bedabi
3.6.3 Focus group discussion

Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) comprising of 92marwas used to collect data on
the effect of child labour on participation in pany school education. The discussion
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was facilitated by the researcher or his reseassist@ant, the notes on the discussion was
preferably taken. The FGD had a discussion guidgédix IIl).According to Krueger
and Casey (2000), FGD allows for a variety of vievemerge, while group dynamics

can often allow for simulations of new perspectives

3.7 Instrument validity.

Validity is concerned with the question of whetldrat the researcher is measuring is
what was intended to be measured (Nachance 199@&nfance validity, a pilot study

was carried out in the six schools. Four head acivere selected at random from the
selected schools. Questionnaires were administeretie selected head teachers and
class eight pupils from each school. The resposdesed during the pre-test phase were

deliberately excluded during the final administatbf the data collection instruments.

3.8 Instrument reliability.

The degree of consistency between the test scregigpnses or observations is called
reliability. In this study, internal consistenchaique was used to test the reliability of
the instrumentation. Spilt half technique was usedelp in the computation of the
responses. In the split half technique, the resgomsll be divided into two halves; even
numbered question items in one subset and odd meshlestion items in another
subset. The responses for the odd numbered subdethat for the even numbered
subsets was computed separately and then theaeeffof correlation of the two subsets
computed to determine the reliability of the instent used. The correlation of 0.1 was

used.

3.9 Data collection procedure

A permit for data collection was obtained from ¥Mmistry of Education. Thereafter the
D.E.O Samburu County was contacted to give anddnictory letter to school head
teachers and the people involved. The head teadfigre schools participating in the
study were contacted to inform them of the studg¢ arake prior arrangements to see

their class teachers.
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3.10 Data Analysis techniques

The process begun with scrutiny of questionnairesiaterview schedules to establish if
all the items were well responded to. All infornoatifrom the questionnaires was then be
coded. The data was presented in tables and theeineies, percentages and tables. The
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS)ramogwas used in entering and
managing the data. Descriptive statistics was wdadh involves calculating frequencies
and measures of central tendency such as meanamadd mode. The final results of
the analysis were summarized in frequency tables ameport written about it with

necessary recommendations.
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CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

4.0 Introduction

This chapter entails presentation, analysis aretpnetation of study findings. The main
objective of the study was to establish the effeicichild labour on primary school

participation in Samburu County, Kenya. To achi¢ke main objective, the study
examined the forms of child labour, the causeschoid labour in Samburu County, the
community’s perception of child labour and the efffef child labour on participation in

primary school education. The questionnaires atetuiew guides were administered to
a sample of 200 respondents out of which 180 wereectly filled. This constituted a

response rate of 90% which is an adequate respamsefor statistical reporting the

study. Table 1 below shows the response rate éostidy.

Table 4.1: The response rate for the study

Target Group Sample Size Respondents Response
Rate (%)
Pupils 100 90 90
Parents 92 82 89
Head teachers 6 6 100
District Education Officer (DEQO) 1 1 100
Local Chiefs 1 1 100
Total 200 180 90

24



4.1 Background information of the Pupils in SamburuCounty

This section presents the background informationthaf pupils. All the pupil who
participated in the study were in class eight bsedbey have been in the school for eight
years or more and are literate enough to resporal qoestionnaire. The information
includes gender and the level of education of father and mother. These results are

presented in Table 2 and 3.

4.1.1 Gender

Table 4.2: Gender of pupils

Gender Frequency Percent
Male 58 65
Female 32 35
Total 90 100

The findings in Table 2 indicate that majority (6p&6 the pupils who participated in the

study were male. The female pupils comprised of 8¥%ie respondents.

The findings revealed that there is gender dispantthe education of children in
Samburu County. The proportion of girls enrollecpnmary schools is less than that of
boys. 4.1.2 Level of education

Table 4.3: Father’s level of education

Level of education Frequency Percent

no formal education 18 20.G
primary level 31 34.0
secondary level 16 18.0
college level 14 16.0
university level 11 12.0
Total 90 100.d
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Table 4.4: Mother’s level of education

Level of education Frequency Percent
no formal education 43 48.0
primary level 22 24.0
secondary level 13 14.0
college level 8 9.0
University level 4 5.0
Total 90 100.0

From the findings in Table 4.4 34% of the responsiesaid their fathers had the primary
level as the highest level of education while 208td stheir fathers had no formal
education, 18% secondary level, 16% college lemdl E% university level. This was in
contrast with the findings in mothers’ level of edtion whereby 48% said their mothers
had no formal education, 24% at primary level, 1d49secondary level, 9% at college
level and 5% at the university level. The findingsealed that most fathers had a higher

level of education compared to the mothers.

4.2 Knowledge, attitude and perceptions about chilthbour in Samburu County

One of the objectives of the study was to investigarms of child labour in Samburu

County.

4.2.1 Various statements concerning child labour isamburu County

The respondents were asked to indicate their lelvafjireement (either agree or disagree)
with the following statements related to child laban Samburu county. The results are

shown in Table 4.5.
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Table 4.5: Pupil’'s responses on various statementoncerning child labour

Statement Response Frequency | Percentage
Child labour helps in making children to becom&gree 7 8
responsible Disagree | 83 92
A parent has the right to force his/her child to| ggree 0 0
to work instead of going to school Disagree | 90 100
Children should miss some school days to asg\sfree 4 4
the family in carrying out domestic activities | Disagree | 86 96
Children who earn money independently need Agree 0 0
not to attend school Disagree | 90 100
Child labour helps fight poverty in theAgree 11 12
community Disagree | 79 88
Early marriages can lead to child labour Agree 86 96
Disagree | 4 4
Children should never work for money. Agree 65 72
Disagree | 25 28
Children should work to assist in buying food fokgree 11 12
the family. Disagree | 79 88
Children can work as long as the work they doAgree 76 84
fit for children, and does not affect their healtiDisagree | 14 16
or school time.
Children have their own rights. Agree 79 88
Disagree | 11 12

Most of the respondents agreed that early marriageslead to child labour (96%),
Children should never work for money (72%), Childean work as long as the work
they do is fit for children and does not affectithgealth, or school time (84%) and

Children have their own rights (88%). However, mastpondents disagreed that, child
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labour helps in making children to become respdagi®2%), a parent has the right to
force his/her child to go to work instead of gotegschool (100%), children should miss
some school days to assist the family in carryingdmmestic activities (96%), children
who earn money independently need do not to atehdol (100%), child labour helps
fight poverty in the community (88%) and that dinén should work to assist in buying
food for the family (88%).

4.2.2 Difference between boys and girls involvement child labour

The respondents were asked to indicate how difflgreoys and girls were involved in
child labour, 47 (52%) pupils stated that girls @arost frequently involved in child
labour than boys while the remaining 43 (48%) saad girls were frequently involved in

child labour than boys.

4.2.3 School attendance of both boys and girls

Pertaining the school attendance of boys and @id%s of all respondents said that the
boys’ attendance rate at school was frequent, 2élbitswas most frequent while 8%
less frequent. On girls’ attendance to school, 48%it was most frequent, 40% frequent

while 12% less frequent. This information is sumzed in table 4.6.
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Table 4.6: School attendance of both boys and girls

Attendance Rate Frequency Percentage
Boys attendance Most frequent 22 24
Frequent 58 64
Less frequent 10 12
Total 90 100
Girls attendance Most frequent 43 48
Frequent 36 40
Less frequent 11 12
Total 90 100

From the findings in Table 4.6, it was evident thials attended school better than boys.
This could be attributed to the massive campaigme do encourage education of the girl
child especially in marginalized areas like Sambymomotion of the gender equality

and the self-belief of girls that they can do betitv@n boys.
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4.2.4 Activities preventing girls from participating fully in school

Table 4.7: Activities preventing girls from participating fully in school

Activity Frequency Percentage
Early pregnancy 76 17.6
Poverty 73 16.9
Early marriages 71 16.5
Domestic work 41 9.5
Adolescence 32 7.4
Loss of parents 28 6.5
Traditional culture 24 5.5
Irresponsible parents 18 4.2
Ignorance 18 4.2
Prostitution 15 3.5
Negative attitude in education 12 2.8
Child labour 9 2.1
Drug addiction 8 1.8
Peer influence 6 1.4
Total 431 100

Respondents were asked to list the activitiesgratented girls from participating fully
in school, of all the responses given, 17.6% o$¢hiesponses were early pregnancy,
16.9 % poverty, 16.5 % early marriages, 9.5 % damestic work, 7.4 % adolescence,
6.5% loss of parents, 5.5 % traditional cultur@,%each on irresponsible parents and
ignorance, 3.5% was prostitution,2.8% negativéuaté in education, 2.1% on child

labour, 1.8 % was on drug addiction and 1.4% ofrésponses was on peer pressure.
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4.2.5 Activities preventing boys from participatingfully in school

Table 4.8: Activities preventing boys from participating fully in school

Activity Frequency Percentage
Herding animals 64 16.4
Poverty 58 14.8
Peer influence 50 12.8
Traditional customs and beliefs 49 12.5
Drug and substance abuse 42 10.7
Involvement in armed conflict 31 7.9
Negative attitude in education 27 6.9
Loss of parents 19 4.9
Irresponsible and illiterate parents 17 4.3
Child labour 15 3.8
Charcoal selling 9 2.3
laziness 5 1.3
Manual work to earn money 5 1.3
Total 391 100

Respondents were asked to list the activitiesghatented boys from participating fully
in school, of all the responses given by resporgleh6.4% of them were herding
animals, 14.8% poverty, 12.8% settled on peerspres 12.5% said traditional customs
and beliefs, 10.7% drug and substance abuse, 7a8i¥4rsrolvement in armed conflict,
6.9% negative attitude in education, 4.9% said lafsparents, 4.3% irresponsible and
illiterate parents, 3.8% said child labour, 2.3%rcdoal selling and 1.3% each on laziness

and manual work to earn money.

From the findings above, it was evident that som@roon activities prevent both boys
and girls such as poverty, peer influence, trad#@iocustoms and beliefs, negative
attitude in education, loss or irresponsible paramd child labour.
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4.2.6 Rate of schools KCPE performance

With regards to the schools’ KCPE performance, 48%all respondents rated their

schools performance of KCPE as average, 40% samt gehile 12% said the

performance was very good as illustrated in Taldbel®w.

Table 4.9: Rating of schools by KCPE performance

Responses Frequency Percentage
Very good 11 12
Good 36 40
Average 43 48
Total 90 100

4.2.7 Student Responses on Attendance Rate of theh8ol

The results shows that 30% of all respondents atedt that the attendance rate was
average, 23% indicated that the attendance ratdelas/ average, 19% indicated it was

good, 18% indicated it was poor while 10% indicatesl attendance rate was good.

Table 4.10: Attendance rate of the school

Responses Frequency Percentage

Very good 9 10
Good 17 19
Average 27 30
Below average 2] 23
Poor 16 18
Total 90 100
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4.2 .8 Incidence of child labour

The respondents were asked to rate the incidenahilaf labour in their community,
64% said it was low, 32% said it was prevalent o said the incidence of child
labour was very low. This finding reveals that mpapils in Samburu County are not

involved in child labour.

4.2.9 Factors likely to affect attendance of schobly primary pupils

The respondents were asked to indicate their lefehgreement with the following
factors likely to affect attendance of school bynary pupils The response was rated on
a four point likert scale on which 1 = strongly egjr 2= agree, 3= strongly disagree, 4=
disagree. Means and standard deviation were c#&tculand are shown in Table 11
below.

Table 4.11: Factors likely to affect attendance a$chool by primary pupils

Factor likely to affect school attendance | N Min Max | Mean Standard
deviation
Fetching firewood 90 1 4 1.2367, 0.3784
Fetching water 90 1 4 2.0517| 0.2839
Herding animals 90 1 4 1.1902] 0.0937
Child prostitution 90 1 4 2.2718| 0.8493
Mothers  negative  attitude  toward80 1 4 2.1302 | 0.5603
education
Fathers negative attitude towards education 90 1 41 2.1811 | 0.2933
Charcoal selling 90 1 4 1.8091] 0.4099
Early marriage of boys 90 1 4 1.3261 0.1829
Early marriage of girls 90 1 4 1.1289  0.4638
Involvement of boys in armed conflict 90 1 4 1.92780.2910
Involvement of girls in armed conflict 90 1 4 2.818| 0.2912
Schooling is a waste of time 90 1 4 1.3022  0.6920
Circumcision rites for girls 90 1 4 1.0925 0.1029
Circumcision rites for boys 90 1 4 2.2816 0.3827
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From the result findings in Table4.11, it indicatémt majority of the respondents
strongly agreed that the following factors are lijkéo affect school attendance by
primary pupils that is, fetching firewood (m=1.236ferding animals (m=1.1902), early
marriage of boys (m=1.3261), early marriage ofsgirh=1.1289), schooling is a waste of
time (m=1.3022) and Circumcision rites for girls {in0925). However, most

respondents agreed that fetching water (m=2.05&fid prostitution (m=2.2718),

mothers negative attitude towards education (m#£R)3fathers negative attitude
towards education (m=2.1811), charcoal selling (18691), involvement of boys in

armed conflict (m=1.9278), involvement of girls armed conflict (m=2.3180) and
circumcision rites for boys (m=2.2816) all are hkeo affect school attendance by

primary pupils.

4.2.10 Attendance of school per week

With regards to school weekly attendance, 32% ef risspondents reported that they
attended school at all times during the week, 28&#nded four times a week, 21% three
times a week, 15% attended only once a week wBileatended two times a week. This
is illustrated in Table 4.12.

Table 4. 12: Attendance of school per week

Responses on attendance Frequency Percentage
Only once 13 15

Two times a week 4 4

Three times a week 19 21

Four times a week 25 28

All the time 29 32

Total 90 100
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4.2.11 Level of education aspired for

A question was asked on the level of educationréispondent would want to achieve,
84% of the respondents said the university levéd, shid secondary education and 8%
standard 8 level.

Figure 2: Level of Education Aspired by Primary Sclools Pupils

Standard 8 level

Secondary level 8%
8%

The findings in figure 2 have indicated that 85%tta# pupils aspire to attain university
level of education while 8% wish to attain secoydawrel of education and 8% would

like to attain primary education.
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4.2.12 Ways of ensuring girls and boys attend schidaa Samburu

Table 4.13: Ways of ensuring girls and boys attensichool in Samburu

Suggested ways Frequency | Percentage
Strict rules and measures by government on | 75 22.3
parents who do not send their children to school

Educating community on importance of educatjon 65 9.31
Provision of CDF and bursaries 51 15.2
Eradicating traditions 41 12.2
Educating pupils on importance of education 26 7.7
Building many schools 25 7.4
Reduce cost of education 18 5.4
Participate in co-curricular activities 15 4.5
Encouraging boarding schools 11 3.3
Eliminating the sale of illicit brews 4 1.2
Teachers to be serious on absenteeism 3 0.9
Giving incentives 2 0.6
Total 336 100

Respondents were asked to give suggestions for efaysking sure that girls and boys

attended school, the results show that 19.3% oporefents suggested educating
community on importance of education, 22.3% suggkstrict rules and measures by
government on parents who do not send their cmltiveschool. Others 15.2% suggested
provision of CDF and bursaries, 12.2% suggestetlieaiting traditions, 7.7% suggested
educating pupils on importance of education whild% suggested building many

schools. There were others 5.4% who suggested iregdaost of education, 4.5% were

on the idea of participating in co-curricular mittes, 3.3% suggested encouraging
boarding schools, 1.2% suggested eliminating tHe sé illicit brews while 0.9%

suggested teachers to be serious on absenteeisthGf responses suggested giving

incentives.
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4.5 Information from Key Informants on effects of dild labour on pupil’'s

participation in schooling.

In this section, 6 head teachers and 1 DEO wessvietved using the same questions
and the results are discussed hereunder.

4.5.1 Knowledge, attitude and Perception on childabour by key informants

Among all the key informants interviewed, 57% oéninsaid that children in their school
were involved in child labour as opposed to 43% waidl they were not. Those who said
that children in their school were involved in chidbour listed early marriages, herding,
selling of charcoal, working as house helps anddghiostitution as the most common
forms of child labour activities

All the respondents (100%) reported that they h@dessed child labour in Samburu
District.

Opinion as to what kind of work that is not supposd to be done by children

Table 4.14: Opinion on kind of work not supposed tde done by children

Opinion Frequency Percentage
Selling charcoal 5 35.7
Herding 4 28.6
Domestic work 2 14.3
Working in construction sites 2 14.3
Going to wars 1 7.1

Total 14 100

When asked their opinion as to what kind of worlttls not supposed to be done by
children, 5 respondents said selling charcoal,d barding, 2 said domestic work, 2 said
The results shows that the children are mostlyadigchools selling charcoal, herding,
doing domestic work ,working in construction sigesl going to wars. This could be as a
result of wanting to meet their basic needs becaisthe high poverty level in the

county, and the community perception of child labou
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Opinion about who is more affected by child labour

The respondents were asked their opinions aboutmwamong boys and girls were
further more affected by child labour in Samburgtbct. The results show that 5 (71%)

respondents said girls while 2 (29%) said boys.

The causes of child labour in Samburu County

One of the objectives of the study was to investigdne causes of child labour in
Samburu County. The respondents were requestedlicate the causes of child labour
and the study findings are summarized in Table #eléw.

Table 4.15: causes of child labour in Samburu Coumt

Cause Frequency Percentage
Poverty 5 35.7
Ignorance or illiteracy 3 21.5
Cultural practices 2 14.4
Cattle rustling 1 7.1

Loss of parents 1 7.1
Coercion from other persons 1 7.1

Lack of parental guidance 1 7.1

Total 14 100

The respondents were requested to indicate thesadi<hild labour; of all the responses
given as causes 35.7% stated poverty, 21.5% wergrarance or illiteracy, 14.4%

responses on cultural practices while 7.1% respanedach said cattle rustling, loss of
parents, coercion from other persons and lack eoénal guidance. These findings

indicate that poverty has a direct influence onagregnent in child labour.
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The effect of child labor on participation in primary school education in Samburu
County

The respondents were asked to indicate the effaattilol labor on participation in
primary school education. The results of the figdiare shown in the table 4.16 below

Table 4.16: Effect of child labor on participationin primary school education

Effect Frequency Percentage
Poor performance 7 41.2

Low completion rate 6 35.2
Absenteeism 2 11.8
pregnancies 1 5.9
Wastage and long time spent in school 1 5.9
Total 17 100

The results show that majority 41.2% of the resj@mts reported that poor performance
was an effect of child labor on the participationprimary school education, 35.2% of
respondents indicated that the effect was lowpetion rate (school dropouts), 11.8%
indicated absenteeism while 5.9% of respondenisteal pregnancies and another 5.9%

indicated wastage and long time spent in school.

Ways in which child labour affects the enrolment ad completion rate of pupils

The respondents reported that the ways in whicld ¢abour affects the enrolment and
completion rate of pupils. They also associatettidabour with high rate of school drop

outs and non attendance of school.

How child labour affects the pupil’s performance inthe district

According to most respondents, performance detdaerbecause the pupils spend a lot
of time looking for money instead of studying. lddéion pupils lack concentration due

to overworking.
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Recommendations on how to overcome child labour

Most of the respondents recommended that the emfent of the law prohibiting child
labour, should be enforced by chiefs and authorigesternment offices. Massive
grassroots awareness campaign targeting parentpatedtial employers on negative
effects of child labour should be mounted. Freecation and food programs should be
introduced and building of more boarding schoolse§e measures are likely to boast

school participation of pupils in Samburu County.

Opinion of the respondents on what role they shoulglay in combating child labour

Respondents were asked what role they thought toeld play in combating child
labour; most said that it is through educating par@nd the community on the negative

effects of child labour and reporting to authostmases of child labour.

4.6 Group Discussion on child labour with Parents

In this section, parents were divided into two gr®@and were asked to discuss various
issues regarding child labour. The parents in grooe (1) were asked if there were
specific jobs for adults and for children and if s®y were to give the differences
between. The information from the discussion inidathat the work of adults was to
meet all the basic needs of the family through fagnherding and employment while
children were expected to assist parents at honaoing chores. On the other hand, the
discussions by Group 2 showed that there were aoifspjobs for children because all
children were supposed to help their parents atehddnoup one said child labour was
forcing children to work instead of going to schedher at home or employment. Their
understanding of child labour is to help their wikieir activities as a way of initiating

children into taking responsibilities.

Most members of the respondents said that hergirggtitution and hawking were the
activities in the community where child labour wasmmon. In addition the respondents
said that girls were the majority and most affedtedhild labour and that this is because

they are married off when still young and furtheir)]s did perform most of domestic
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chores. Most members of the two groups agreedpthatrty, ignorance, early marriages
and lack of awareness were the causes of childutatbeemale Genital Mutilation and

early marriages were discussed and found to be fiiee myths and cultural beliefs that
may perpetuate child labour. Most respondents ifilethta number of measures towards
combating child labour. These includes: constructid many schools, punishing those
employing children, free education, community awass and enforcement of law on

children’s right to education.

41



CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.0 Introduction

This chapter presents a summary and conclusionrdfeam the study findings. The
chapter also contains recommendations for politgriention and for further research.
The chapter is presented in line with the objestiwéich sought to examine forms of
child labour, the causes for child labour, the camity’s perception of child labour and
the effect of child labour on participation in pany school education in Samburu

County.
5.1 Summary

The study has established that main forms of clalwbur in Samburu County are
domestic work, charcoal selling, prostitution, ilwgment of boys and girls in armed
conflict, working in construction sites, early mages and herding. The major causes of
child labour are high poverty levels in the regibarmful cultural beliefs and practices,
involvement of boys and girls in armed conflictnégance and illiteracy among parents

is also a cause of child labour as well as logsaoénts through death.

The study established that poverty is the majortofachat drives children into
employment. The respondents especially in the gbsqgussions said that high poverty
level in the county has led to school dropout agngpchildren seek employment to
enable them support their families financially. Thgh poverty level in Samburu County
could be attributed to lack of food security duéhigh aridity, intercommunity conflicts
over pastoral resources and cattle rustling, laickamnomic initiatives in the region.
Other factors leading to high poverty level in SamibCounty are insecurity, low literacy

levels, aridity, poor infrastructure and retrogresultural practices.

The harmful cultural practices are causes of chaldour in Samburu County. The
practices includeFemale Genital Mutilation (FGM), circumcision rifeand early
marriages of girls. The results have shown that dfenGenital Mutilation is still
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practiced in Samburu. The girls who have underde®® are considered mature and are

subsequently married off. Many girls are forceditop out of school after FGM.

The community in the Samburu region regards childxe the property of the entire
community and therefore can be given out to a rmmglor relative to lend a helping
hand. A number of the parents who participatedéendtudies said that some children are
hired out to wealthy families to help in herdingdan return can be given a goat or cow
as a reward. Moreover, the perception that Sampeaople are brave and honest has led
to their preference young Samburu boys in employnmeconstruction sites.

In regard to the community’s perception of childdar, the study has found that majority
of children in Samburu County perceive activisegh as fetching firewood and water as
part of their lifestyle and as a way of teachingdrlen to be responsible and not a vice.
The findings show that in Samburu some pupils veeWwooling as a waste of time. The
negative attitude of parents towards educatiorisis a major contribution towards child
labour. Some parents believe that training a clalavork is a very important thing for
future independence.

The study findings have further revealed that ttenneffects of child labour are decline
in pupils’ academic performance and drop out frahmosel. Child labour also lead poor
concentration in class, engagement in drug abuser pttendance in school, non-

enrolment in school and consequently high illitgraccthe society.
5.2 Conclusion

On the basis of the findings, the study has coregdutiat child labour in Samburu County
has adversely affected the level of pupil partitgrain primary school education. Child
labour has led to decline in pupils' academic perémce; drop out from school,
decreased levels of literacy in the county andeiase in gender disparity in education in
the region. Child labour has also led to poor catre¢ion in class, engagement in drug
abuse, poor attendance in school and non-enrolmesthool or high illiteracy in the
society.
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The study concludes that child labour in Samburwr@p is a multifaceted problem
which takes various forms such as domestic workpleyment as workers in
construction sites and cattle raiders, prostityticade in charcoal selling, early marriages
and herding. The main factors leading to the probtd child labor are high poverty
levels in the region, harmful cultural beliefs gmdctices, involvement of boys and girls

in armed conflict, ignorance and illiteracy amoraggnts as well as loss of parents.

The study has concluded that perceptions of thenaamty towards child labour play a
major role in the problem of child labour in SambW@ounty. The community in the
Samburu region regards children as the propertyh@fentire community and therefore
children can be given out to a neighbor or relatvéend a helping hand. Majority of
children in Samburu County perceive child laboupad of their lifestyle and not a vice
in the community. Child labour is also viewed away to socialization and training of

children into responsible community members.
5.3 Recommendations
5.3.1 Recommendations for policy intervention

The study recommendations that the problem of dalbdur in Samburu County can be
tackled by the people themselves in the Sambururaamty if the local community is
adequately empowered with knowledge on the impodari education in the present day

society.

The study recommends that government policies shbealreviewed and streamlined to
cater for educational challenges that are spetofiarid and semi-arid areas. Education

policies should offer consideration for specifisuss affecting pastoralist communities.

The study recommends that policy implementatiofoeal level in Samburu should be
reevaluated. The study findings implied that thealoauthorities have not adequately

tackled the problem of child labour.

The study recommends that parents should be follglved in tackling the problem of

child labour particularly the adverse effects islan the level of pupil participation in
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primary school education. Parents are the majdehtaders in the education of their
children and should be fully involved in the poliégrmulation and implementation

within the education sector.

The study recommends that the government polidiesild include measures aimed at
promoting education in Samburu County and shoule gpecific consideration to

poverty levels in the region, cultural beliefs grectices.
5.3.2 Recommendations for Further Research

The study recommends further research on the eféeess of government policies in
mitigating the falling levels of pupil participatioin primary school education in

Samburu County
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX I: PUPIL'S QUESTIONNAIRE
Pupil’s questionnaires
Instructions
1. You are not required to write your name onghestionnaire.
2. Indicate your choice by putting a ticK (r filling in the empty spaces. You can put
as many ticks as you think appropriate.
3. Please, answer all questions in the questicmna
4. The information you give will be treated wéhot of confidentiality
INTRODUCTION
The purpose of the questionnaire is to investigdte effect of child labour in
participation in primary school education in SambGentral, Kirisia Division.
Please, be as honest as possible as you resptmdaestions in the questionnaire.
Section A: Background Information
1) Indicate your gender
(a) Male ( ) (b) Female ( )

2. Indicate the highest level of education achielvg your father and mother. Tick)(

Level of education Father Mother

No formal education

Primary level of education

Secondary level of

education

College level of education

University level of

education

Masters level of education
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Section B: Knowledge, attitude and perceptions onhild labour.
(Tick (\) where applicable)
1. Child labour helps in making children to becamesponsible?

(A).Agree S ( )
(B).Disagree ()
(C).Don’t know ( )
(D).No answer ( )

2. A parent has the right to force his/her childjtoto work instead of going to school?
(A).Agree ()

(B).Disagree ()
(C).Don't know ( )
(D).No answer ()

3. Children should miss some school days to a#isestamily in carrying out domestic
activities?
(A).Agree ( )
(B).Disagree ( )
(C).Don’t know ( )
(D).No answer ( )
4. Children who earn money independently need daonattend school?
(A).Agree ( )
(B).Disagree ( )
(C).Don’t know ( )
)

(D).No answer (
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5. Child labour helps fight poverty in the commuyg®it

(A).Agree ( )
(B).Disagree ( )
(C).Don’t know ( )
(D).No answer ( )

6. Early marriages can lead to child labour?

(A).Agree ( )
(B).Disagree ( )
(C).Don’t know ( )
(D)No answer ()

7. Children should never work for money.

(A).Agree ( )
(B).Disagree ( )
(C).Don’t know ( )
(D).No answer ( )

8. Children should work to assist in buying food tlwe family.

(A).Agree ( )
(B).Disagree ( )
(C).Don’t know ( )
(D).No answer ()

9. Children can work as long as the work they dbti®r children ,and does not affect
their health ,or school time.

(A).Agree ( )
(B).Disagree ( )
(C).Don’t know ( )
(D).No answer ( )
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10. Children have their own rights.

(A).Agree ( )
(B).Disagree ( )
(C).Don’t know ( )
(D).No answer ( )

11. How differently do boys and girls are involecthild labour?
(A). Most frequent ( )
(B). Frequent
(C). Less frequent
(D). Rare

~—~~

)
)
)

12. How often do boys and girls get involved iniates that prevent them from

attending school regularly? Tick)(the appropriate response.

Boys’ school attendance IsSBchool  attendance

Most frequent

Most frequent I:I
Frequent |:|

Less frequent

Frequent

Less frequent

Rare Rare

UL

13. Kindly list the activities that prevent girl®m participating fully in school.
1.

2
3.
4
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14. Please list the activities that prevent bogafparticipating in school fully.
1.

2
3.
4

15. How would you rate your schools KCPE perforneéhc
(A) Very good ( )
(B) Good ( )
(C) Average ( )
(D) Poor ( )
(E) Very poor ( )

16. What is the enrollment and completion rateafryschool?

(A) Very good ( )
(B) Good ( )
(C) Average ( )
(D) Below average ( )
(E) Poor ( )

17. What is the attendance rate of your school?

(A) Very good ( )
(B) Good ( )
(C) Average ( )
(D) Below average ( )
(E) Poor ( )
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18. How would you rate the incidence of child labwuthis community?

(A). very prevalent ( )
(B).prevalent ( )
(C).Low ( )
(D).Very low ( )

19. The following factors listed below are likety affect attendance of school by primary

pupils. Indicate your agreement with the stateniBick the appropriate columnal()

Factors Strongly agree Strongly | disagree
agree disagree

Fetching firewood

Fetching water

Herding animals

Child prostitution

Mothers negative attitude towards
education

Fathers negative attitude towarnds
education

Charcoal selling

Early marriage of boys

Early marriage of girls

Involvement of boys in armed conflict

Involvement of girls in armed conflict

Schooling is a waste of time

Circumcision rites for girls

Circumcision rites for boys
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20. How many times do you normally go to schoolyweek during the school term .Tick
(()) one only.
(1). all the time

(ii).four times a week

(iii).three times a week I:I
(iv).two times a week |:|

(v). once a week

21. What level of education do you want to achieve

(i).standard 8 level |:|
(ii).secondary level ]
(iii).university level |:|

22. Suggest ways of making sure that girls and lattgfd school in Samburu
1.

2
3.
4
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APPENDIX II: INTERVIEW GUIDE
Interview guide for Head teachers and District eduation officer
Questionnaire on knowledge, attitude, and perceptioon child labor
1. Are children in your school involved in child lalfor
YES( ) NO( )

2. If yes, what activities do you consider involvingahild labor?

3. Have you ever witnessed any form of child laboi@amburu district?
4. YES( ) NO()

5. In your opinion, what kind of work is not suppodede done by children?

6. In your opinion, between girls and boys, who areearaffected by child labor in this

district?

7. What are the major causes of child labor in SamQentral?

8. What are the effects of child labor on participatio primary school education in this

district?
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9. State ways in which child labor affects the enrelihand completion rate of pupils

in this district?

10.How child labour does affect the pupil’s performare this district?

11.What remedies do you recommend to overcome chilorta

12.What role do you think you can play in combatingcttabor?

Thank you for your cooperation, God bless you-
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APPENDIX IIl: FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION SCHEDULE FOR

PARENTS
INTRODUCTION
The purpose of these questions is to investigatetiect of child labor in participation in
primary school education in Samburu Central, KariBivision.

1. Are there specific jobs for adults and for child?dfiease explain the differences.

2. Knowledge on the differences between child labar @mld work.

3. Knowledge of the presence of child labour in thenoaunity?

4. Activities in the community where child labour isramon.

5. Who are the majority in child labour, boys or ¢rl8vho are most affected by
child labour?

6. Causes of child labour and WFCL.Myths and cultielefs that may perpetuate
child labour.

7. Effects of child labour on pupil’s participation gmimary education.

9. Knowledge of initiatives towards combating chilthdar?
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APPENDIX 1V: WORK PLAN

Month JAN-MARCH | APRIL 2013 MAY 2013 JUNE-JULY | AUGUST

Activity 2013 2013

Writing research
Proposal ,developing
tools for data activity
and preparing for
research

Proposal presentation

Field work
Interviews and

guestionnaires

Data entry interpretatiof

and analyze

Presentation of findingg

Project writing

Project submission &

defense
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