MZEE AT SICTE CisDULTICN CEwl CHY, UVikvValasITY CF 1AIRCDI

The following io the text of the speech by H.E. the President
lizee Jomo Keinyatta, Chanceilor cf the University on the occasion of

Nairobi University gracdusticn on 2¢th, Octcber, 1976,

"On this sixth graduation day, we have come lere to bear formal
wvitness tb the fact that your claim to have been trainzd at the highest
national institution of learning is velid. In doin; sQ e congratulate you
on your success and tie awards of diplcmas and degrees just made. At the
same'time,'we express our ceep sp.reciation of good work cof your professors,

which together with your own, have led to this auspicicus and happy occasion,"

"Tocay's ceremcny is indeed auspicious in that, the University
has also confered an Lonorary degree to 2 distinguished son of Africe ,
br. fmadou Mahtar ii'bow. This is a token of recogniticn of his long
and outstanding services to tiic development of education not only in his

owvn country Senegal, but 2lcc in international field,"

"ir, Li'bow received 'hig higher education in France at the
University of Faris. Ugon jis return to his country he beczme a teacher
and lecturer in his country's scliools anc colleges., In 1957, he was

' o
appointed minister for education and culture in tihe first national govern-

-
nent of Senegai and later &s minister for youth and cultural affairs., He
was also a mciber of the Naticnal ﬁssembly and -a membar of his country's
commission for Unesco, le joired Unesco in 1370 as en agsistant Director=
~ General for Lducation and in 1974, he was appointed the 6th Director-

General of Unesco, the first 4frican to hold that Ligh office.!
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"In congratulating Lr. H'bow it is our hope that his will be a

1iving example for tiose of you who have now gracduated to cmulate,"

"For most of you tiis ceremony is a passing out parade., You ~re
now leaving the University fully treined end eguipped in your various fields
as doctors, engineers and so on. But the test is still to come. You have
to prove yourselves in the bettle-ground of nation building upon which
you now embark. Like good soldiers, your governnent, your people and yoqur
country expects you not to let them down in our common stru_gle against our

enemies underdevelbpient, igncrance and disease."

"The degree of ycur success or failure in the uétion-building
endeavour will now depenc not largely on the training end- equipment which
you already have, but upon your ability to work with others, This will
be a test of your meturity as a graduate. No doctor, engineer or anybody
ed@se can function entirely on their own, The doctor will need his nursing
and technician staff &s nuch as the engineer will need his draughstman

and foreman if they are to do their job well,"

"It is one thing however to work with others as cne amons many
and guite another to work as cine of a team., The esSence of any nation-
building is team work, ke nust strive to think ard wecrk in unity as a
Nation and not as graduates znd non-graduates or as this group anc that
other grocup. OSuch groupings only serve to dissipate our efforts in what-

ever enterprise we engage,"

"To fit into & teém celis for certain quelities that we must
cultivate. First, one will reed ‘self-discipline as well as self-respect.
e
No one will respect ybu mér@ly because you are a gualified doctor if you
do not give proper att:ntion to your patients or you attend to them in

such a state of intoxicaticn thet you can hardly read your thermometer,

Nobody'ﬁill consult you if you sre the sort of lewyer who: cannot be

trusted with their clicnt's ncney,"
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"It is not enough, however, to have self-discipline and respect.
You must also learn to respect others., If we loved and respected others

as we did ocurselves, we woulc more easily create the team spirit that is

: CQ,«\”"
so necessary and so.lacking in tihe world today. The scudems that so beset

organisations, nations and the world would be bridged,"

"another cardinal quality is a sensc ¢of realism, There is a
tendency in the world today for too many people to try to avoid facing
reality, But we live in world that is real, and although it is good to
have ideas and ideals, ;hese siculd always be tested against reality and
not just swallowed hook, line and sinker, He will be the most frustrated
zealot of a graduate, who, full cf ideas, attempts to impose them upon his

firm, He must study the reality of the firm and persuade his colleagues

that his ddeas deserve testing if he is to avcid such frustrations."

"But above all, as a cracuate, one must recognise one's respon-
sibility to others and to the nation, Wananchi and the nation have
discharged their responsibilities by making it j>ossible for you to enjoy
the facilities this university offere. 8o that you can get propcr
training not only to be an architect or a lawyer but z2lso to think. The
nation in turn expects you to reciprocate. To make your own contri-

bution towards the development of our beloved repuolic,"

"Wl wish you all expry success in the future",

"H A K AMBE B"
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