
--," - ,- \ .
I

, I

PRESIDiTATION OF NEEDS or
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, N~IROBt

••

Perhaps it i. nece.sary to begin with a very brief background
ot the hi.torical develop ent ot th College', vhich, by the lIere telling.
w11l, I .ure, provide .0000e answer. to .0000e ot the que.tion. in all our

- Mi.J:ld••
Thi. College .tarted in 1956 a. technical college. known a•

.; the Royal TeChnical College, with about eighteen acre. of land in the
~:r;/:t"~eof the c1 ty. It va. intended to be a .mall non-residential

'Co.Lxege, catering for middle-level technician.. About the same time, .:he
. . ""'

Asian commUnity of Ea.t Africa vere collecting lund. for the establishment
,of a commercial institution, and,~ecjded to join forees vith the Royal

Technical College by incorporating. their insti tution, The Gandhi Kemoria1
Academy, into the College, and in so doing MAking available certain .~
01 money lor the development ot the College. In 1961 - barely giYt! years
alter • it va. decided to 'ehange the course ot development ot the College
trom th t 01 a technical in.titute to a uniyer.ity college, to become the
second lUeh in.titution in East Atrica alter Makerere in Uganda. Toward.

'J;

the.end, the Technical va. d.ropp~.dtrOll it. title an4 it beCalM the Royal
College .1.,1y. .;.~,.\ .
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/ ,The lull iraplMientat10n 01 this, hoveWr, vas overtaken by
.;

"" venti. In 1962, a university \ol1ege vas elt bl1*he4 in Dar •• Sat
an~,in 1963. three Colleges - Univer.ity College, Makerer.,
The-Un!versity \ollege. Dar • 8 laam and The Roy 1 College, N irobl. all:..-
in,4i.~ent stages 01 growth - vere brought togethoi" to 10", the. .'
Unlverdty 01 East Ahlca. 111.1964. the name 01 the Royal college val . 1,
changed to University College, Nairobi.

"

Our work in the first trienniUM 01 planned and co-or4in tad
4eve loprnent as part 01 the Uni verai ty 01 East AIrica has been in the
areas 01 Arts, Science. F.ngineering, Veterinary Science, Architecture
and ("ommerce. But such bas been the p ee 01 deve10ptaerttIn teny. and • ",",

in east Alric during this period - both In term. 01 th unexpected
inere e in student number. and in needs, that sabltantial additions to,
programmes vere authorise.s by the University Council and Sen te during
th triennium. Thes. v have attempt 4 to lumm3riae on pages 1 to 3 ~!
our College document "eapit ' Requiremmts 1967/8 to 1969/70". The
mst important 01 the.e are the new Pep rtment 01 Education, the nev

'\Institute tor Development Studies. and th integr tion 01 our Extra·mural
Department and the College 01 Social tucU •• at liklly\l into our loti tute
01 Adult Studi •• which haa r••ponl1b1U,ty tor" DewCorte.pondene. CCNne •

" .
! ' " IVrli t • ,,... . I , .i

',,"

",

"

"

, '

j','

'}

. ,



/

3. ,

All these ~evelopment. have been undertaken in lull
con ultation with the Government 01 Ienya nd with the support of the
Univer9ity, National and regional requirements, rather than the princ!p! I

ot unlettered academic freedom, have deteraine~ ~ development pregr
in the last three years and rill continue to inEluerlce anet guide our
development in this trienni~.

"

\ .'
SOlIe ot the tactor. which have influenced our cJecilion

whether or not to start a new subject or discipline 1ft any ii.en year
\ , f . ~

include
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

, I.

.talfing requirements tor such a course an. their availability; .
anticipated number ot atudents. "

I'

pover requirement ••
expense factor J

the overall needs.

I,,

. \

Ve aim to be a service institution tully responci ,within the limits ot
the above lactor. an~ our capacities, to the needs or [enya and E 'at trica.
OUr basic evaluative criteri • are relevance and £~ellence.

'.

This, then, is oar approach to our need. tor this second
triennium, and they can be diVided into'two part.: our capital requiraents
as set out in the document "University College, Nairobi, Capital
Requirements 1961/68 to 1'969/70" already referred t • and tfUniver.it1

Col ege. I.irob! f lecurret CO.tl lequlroent ••••
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The Chairman', Foreword (in the £o~r document) emphasi,••,
our detet'llination to plan future buildings vi th a bias towards the
utilitarian and in keeping with the needs and resources ot leny. and Sast
Africa. The proposed capital projects as set out on p gel (111) and
(iv) (Roman)represent th news ot the lenya Gavertllllenton the tot 1_.
to be put into our capital development plan, and, to some extent, the
order of priority they would wish'to lee. It will be rtoted that' our own

programmethevn on pages' and 6 (Arabic) reflects complete harmonyvltb I

the Ienya Government. Wespeak with one voice on our needs, and the total
01 [6,091.000 i. the same a. tbe two ligures in the leftya GovernlftentPlan
of (1,615,000 under current project., all 01 ,which are in the pipeUne or ",
tor whicb there are firM cOllll1litment., and the [4i .1111on ot future
projects which, it will be noted, i. only a little 1ft exce•• ot the Vor14
Bank figure ot £4.1 .illion. '

Our main thrust. have been'.pelt out in our DeveloplllentPl~

and in the paper. we have pre.ented to the Conierence. In the Faculty o~
A.rts ve have tried to strengthen one ot our weake.t area., vh:. the soela1

.cience., with the inClusion ot Sociology a. one ot the course option.,
,

mainly to broaden the range ot choice 'and to give our .tudent. that
essential training and orlefttaUon" ~eCe.sary tot'·vork iil uy aspeCt Of
d loplle!lt.
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Our tuture projects begin vi th the neec1 to bollS and teed our
students, and this only has a slight priority over the need to hou •• our
tacW. ty. The need tor the latter has been cOIIl'IIle!1tedOIl by the University
Grants COIIIIlittee. . \

One 01 the greatest are a 01 expansion in the COlleg hat been '
in student numbers. In Nairobi, the increase ~ been trom 635 to 1119
or 86%. Numbers envisaged lor the ney triennium ris. to ~~~ i~ the la.t
year.

This increase has ramitications in ~most every tie1d,
partiClllarly in the area ot expansion or the phy leal plant. Without thi.
expansion, as the University Grants CommJttee, (1961) has pointed. "there.
vill not be enough rOO1l tor ~he ~ddi ti~~l statl and students to Uft or
york" (para. 12). A. recent lior1d Bank Economic Mi.slon has shown, that.
even witb the present level 01 student intake, there i. shortage 01
teaching and ortice a~ommOd tion generally, and 01 hostel ccommod tion.

Ve bave tmdertaken tvo sp ce utilisation tlrVeys, one On out',
teaching and acadeJlliclac 111ties, financed by the Ford Foundation" and
the ot~er on,our catering an~ residential facilities, financed this time
by the U.S.A.I.D. Both confirM th~need tor additional accommod tlon.
and lugge.t both the seal 01 reqUirement Md the type 01 structur t t,

11111best'Met 'O\&r needs.' .: \~ "r: ...
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..' In 1965 we establilhed, with the lUll approval ot the
Uni~r.pity Council and Senate, a Departllent 01 Education. This D p rtltelt

s ,

had 1 DeeD budgetted tor in the triennial pl&n, but we were able to
establish it trota lund. we had frOM the Carnegie Corporation C'Uldtrom '
support tram the lenya Government. In June this year, our application
tor support tra. United Nations DevelopMent Programme tor this Department
was pproved. But the Department is still homeles.. and there i. ODe
obvious need to provide a building where it C4n develop.,

A pri~y consideration tor the establishment 01 the Department
was our concern that lenya ahould produce it. own graduate school teachers.
Further, it lenya Should achieve a rate ot literacy comparable to the

developed areas, there M\1St be at iU lnst! tution 01 higher learning a·
, .

vigorous and dynamic Department ot Education able to give the guidance and
leader.hip required. Thus, w would lIke to bring together in 'ne
physical complex all the major organisations which together can create •
poyer house tor the advancement ot teaching in [enya. But our 11rat and
more urgent consideration i. to house the new Department, h~nce the request
tor a pba e4 building which can be built in stages 11 necessary. ~

The other major t,culty dev~lopment. ar 1n Medicine and
Agriculture. By decision ot the Univerlity and the lenya Government. a
Faculty 01 Medicine wa.stabU.be4 in July this year. It 1. expected
that the Faculty w111 help aeet the ,need to prod_e. a ~nimum 01 eighty
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doctors annually tor Ienya, it th target ot one doctor to every tirteetl
thOU9fUldpeopl ia to be attained. It is 'ri tally important that the
Faculty should be integrated with th Teaching HQspital which the Gove~nt

, '

ot lenya plans to bu.:Uc:1Jand the intention 1. to bouse part ot th~ ,. cul ty
t the Hospital 1Nllding and part t Choromo ¥here the pre-clinical ,,';

departments vill be housed in proxiaity and in co-operatiO'tl with our

Veterinary and biologieal science ••
Earlier this year, the Govermaent ot Ienya set up Conudsdon

to consider 'the status and needs ot Agrieu1tur 1 Education in the country.
The report will be published on Vedne day, and one ot its ~ecommend tiQrtO
t believe will be the establishment ot a Faculty of Agriculture t h~
College. We have, in anticipation ot this ~port, made att e tlmate lo~
this development 1n our list 01 requ1re~ent., .bleh vill be retined vben

or ~etailed intonuUon and Government·. and University' • .rea tions are
I.

mow.

There ar number of other capital, requirenaentsa included Ul.'
this list. I do not, however, pr~ e to deal with them 11. I ExplanattOft.

I I

ot e ch are g1ven in SOI'Ilt!! detail in our booklet already circulated. The 1,
three gr phe let out at the end of our document vill, I hop , illu.trate

, .
the point that ve are a flouri bing, StlCC •• rul aneSdynande organisation
yOrtby 01 every support. THe tlrst and second graph •• how the t~easae in
student d statl nUlibers respeetively, and these are .S prQVid d lor the

ttee.

'I.

'I



We wi.h to.at it clear that the College accept. the
rec~endation. ot that Committee. The third "graph deal. with the
estimated cost per .tudent. Thi. i. veIl below the tigure suggested by
the World Bank Econondc Mission and, w hOpe, further illustrate. and
justities our earlier contention th t we want to be an institution with
link. with lile and re.ponsible to the re litle. 01 • developing region.

I viii now ask you to look at the other doeunaent which va
have Circulated, which deal. vi th progrannes on which we have depended,
and viii 'continue to depend on a measure ot external support.

The.e include our Iuti tute tor Develop ent Studie., our

programme tor Housing Research in the Faculty 01 Architecture, De.ign
and Development, our projected new otterings in the Faculty 01 Arts ill

. 1\

Sociology and Modern Languages, our contemplated vort in the area ot
Project Design, our ne~s In the are~ 01 computer service, and general

I

financial and other 10g1 tie support lor our re earch programme. d
,

stall supplementation. I~ addition, to these, all recent con.ult tions
in the College have stress.~d the ne~ (wIth which we are in Iul,l greeaent)
for long term planning 01 the College, both in terms 01 it. academic
development and its physical grovth and layout.

Research project. y toughlY be 01 two kind.: tbere ar
tho.e that are IMlnly c:onc:ernedvi th the training 01 the IIdnd or the

1

1 think 01 tM b.D. tbesi. Oft th· "Use 01 the CommaIn
r-,
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