Abstract

Abstract. The Schistosomiasis Consortium for Operational Research and Evaluation (SCORE)
includes communitywide treatment in areas with > 25% prevalence of schistosomiasis along the
shores of Lake Victoria using community health workers (CHWSs). The CHWs are key drivers in
community-owned mass drug administration (MDA) intervention programs. We explored their
experiences and perceptions after initial MDA participation. Unstructured open-ended group
discussions were conducted after completion of MDA activities. Narratives were obtained from
CHWs using a digital audio recorder during the group discussion, transcribed verbatim and
translated into English where applicable. Thematic decomposition of data was done using
ATLAS.t.i. software. From the perspective of the CHWSs, factors influencing MDA compliance
included drug side effects, food supply stability, and conspiracy theories about the "real" purpose
of treatment. The interest of CHWSs to serve as community drug distributors stemmed from both
intrinsic and extrinsic factors. Feedback from CHWSs can promote more effective MDA in rural
Kenyan communities.



