
TEXT OF SPEECH OF \VELCOME BY B. M. GECAGA,
CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL o::? UNIVERSITY COLLEGE,
NAIi.\.ODI. AT THE GRADUATION CEREMONY OF THE
COLLEGE ON THURSDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER, 1963.

Your Excellency Mr. VtaItor', Sir; our honoured Guests:

My main and most gl~atifying task this afternoon is to welcome all of you

as our guests to University College, Nairobi, and on behalf of the

Governing Council of this College. the Staff and Students, to thank

you for corning to share with us this ceremony at which we are

greatly honoured by the presence of our Visitor, H. E. Mzee Jomo

Kenyatta and Marna Ngina Kenyatta.

It is to us a matter of immense pride and joy that once again this year.

YOUl" Excellency, Mr. Vts itor-, Sir will officiate at this ceremony

by affixing. so to speak, the seal of the University on those of our

students who have laboured faithfully and dilligcnUy and succeeded,

thus deserving the laurels to be dispensed in the presence of the
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marry wi-::ncsses who comprise thi.s happy congregation. Likewise

we are happy to know that it is from your hand. Mr , Visitor, Sir,

that our dis....inguished guest, Dr. Robert Gardiner, will receive the

honorary degree of Doctor of Laws of tho University of East Africa

of 'which University College. Nairobi, is a conet ituent College.

Na aaca mtaniruhusu kuongca na lugha ya kikwctu, yaani Kiswahilii

kwarri ni lugha tarnu, pia naamini ya kwarnba watu WaGlOna lugha

yao wanayojivunia ni kama mt i ua io na mizizi; vile vile mingependa

kuonyesha da.Hl i ya kwarnba kat.ilea Chuo hild kikuu hatuchukui tu mambo

yafaayo kutoka mila za nch i zingine ball tunahifadhi desturi zetu na mila

safi tul iz.opokea kut oka kwa baba na mama zetu na hata babu zetu.

Vlajibu wangu wa kwanza na unaofurahisha ni kuwakax lbi sha nyote wageni wetu

rnl iotupa heshima ya lcuf'ika kushirikiana nasi katika sherehe hii ya

kut oa vyeti ria igrii kwa warnafunz i wetu waliohitimu. Heshima

/kwe.tu ••••••



kwctu iliyo kubwa ni kwarnba Bwana Visitor wctu, Mheahimiwa

Rais Mz ee lomo Kerryatt a, nd iye rnwaka huu tena, kama rnlaka

iliyopita. atakayetoa vyeti hivyo na digrii kwanza kwa wanaiunzi
.

wetu na baad aye kurrmarnba digrii ya heshima mogeni wetu

mashu uri Bwana :' obert Gardiner. Pia mioyo yetu yachangamka

kwa raha kurnwona .1ama Ngina Kenyatta hapa miongoni mwctu.

Maneno yangu yat akuwa rnachachc, Huu ni rnwaka wa tano kutoka Mwaka

wa Uhuru wa Kenya, yaani rnwaka wa 1963. Katika muda huo

ul lopita turnekuwa tukitia bidii kupanua Chuo hild na mafunzo yake

kama sehernu yetu ya kuj enga hili taifa In Kenya. Twaamini ya

kwarnba vitcndo ndivyo vyenye maana kuliko maneno matupu tu,

Ningepcnda kuwaalika kuangalia picha iliyochorwa ukurasa wa mwisho wa jalada

In kijitabu cha mpango wa taratibu ya Ieo, Hapo mtaona ya kwamba

rnwaka wa 1963 Chuo hild cha University College. Nairobi, kilikuwa

na/••••••••
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na wanafunz i 573••kat ika hao lcul.ikuwakona was ichana 89.

V.-a~afunz i wal io ata vyeti vya digrii rnwaka huo walikuwa 18 tu.

:Mwal,ahuu, yaani baada ya rnuda wa miaka rnit ano, turnekuwa

na wanaf mz i 1894 (yaani kukaribia 2000). miongoni rnwao kukiwa

na wac tchana 302. Wataka?pokeo vyeti na digrii lee ni karibu

300 (;;95). Hapa naweaa kuong eza ya kwarnba wild jana tu waliingia

wanafunz i 800 kuanza rnafunzo yao.

Mal ingarriaho hayo naf iki.ri yatatosha kuonyesha ya kwamba wafanyi kazi

wa Chuo hiki Kikuu, wakiwa wanachama wa Council, Mwalimu Mkuu

yaani Principal na maafiaa wake, waalimu kadhCllika na wafanyi kazi

wengine ••na vile vile wanafunzi wenyewe, hatukulala bali tuznekuwa

tuk'jitahidi kwa uwezo wotu kuitikia ule rnwit o wako Baba Taifa na

s er Ikal.I yat 0 wa nHarambeefl•
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\':alcl~ini kat ika kaz i yetu ya kuj enga tunaelcwa ile mithali isemayo

Iti\_jcngaye e lye arakaycrara", Lak irri hata iwapo hivyo wajibu

wetu ni kujenga rnz ing i wa kudumu kwa vizazi hata ambavyo

havijaza iwa, kwani s Ia i jua litakapotushtikia twaturnaini kwamba

Kenya itaendelea kudurnu na kus ltawt,

Tuk iangal ia rnbcl e kat ilea mipango tulioifanya tunatumaini ya kwamba miaka

m.itano ijayo tutakuwa na wanafunz i karibu 5000. Pengine wakati huo

itakuwa Irneonelcana wazi ya kwarnba University rnoja tu haitoshi kwa

rriah it aj i ya Kerrya; ball lnbili au tatu zitahitajika.

I-Iotuba yangu Itakorna hapo, kwani Principal. Dr. Arthur Porter. kQ.tilta

hotuba yalce ataeleza zaidi maendeleo ya mwaka uliopita.

Once again I extend to you all a very warm welcome.

26..9.68.


