
': EXT 01 'PEECE BY l'AR. B. M. GECAGA,' C \lIUvlAN
c::.' COD.;. --.:IL OF UNIVEH.SITY COLLEGE, NArRCJDI AT
TE~': CE;~.EJ·.,~ONY0:' FORMAL HAl\JTIING OVER OF THE
N}:;Vi V/ING CF TEE FACULTY OF ENG1NEERlr~G -

11'IE D;::CEMBER~ 1963

Honourabl e }.1.inistcrs, Your ,V o r ah ip, Your Excellencies,

Mr. P:::'inci:!al. Ladies and Gentlemen -

I~ is my pleasure to welcome all of you to this

CC:i .•cmony wh os e purpose is for H. E. the Ambassador of the

United Stat.e s of America. Lilr. Glen V,'. Fergusson, to formally

handove r and for the Min is t e r of Education. Dr. Kiana and the

Princip::;.l of the University College. !,airobi, Dr. Porter, to

fo r ma Il y take possession of this bu ild.ing which is the new wing

of thc :"7':lcul~y of Engineering, and whose construction by the

Kerrya Govc r nrncnt - for which the C allege is deeply appreciative -

has been rnad e possible by funds gene r ous ly provided by the

united. States Agency for Inte r nat iona.l Development which. as

you knew, is one of the numerous bcnef ic Iai a r rns of the

Govo r nrn ent of the United States "whose Ambassador in Kenya,

H. E. ~v'lr. Glen Fergusson, has honoured us by his presence

at University College this afternoon.
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. "he Faculty of Engineer Ing has the distinction

of being a "Founding Faculty" which can trace its roots back
to the days of the Royal Technical C<1>llogc (one of whose
early members of the acudorntc staff was our present
l'iHuister of Educ.at ion, D14. Kiano) when, in 1956. the

Colleze had its first intake of students in April of that

yenr , but it is also an energetic, virilfe I):~.~lty underw. ~X ~~--the current Deunahip of Professor .;:..oy"~O."'1r0ftQ6, which

can hold its OVlU with any other Faculty in the University

of East Africa.

Initially, students were entered for a 5-ycar
course aft er School Certificate, leading to a diploma in

Engineering. On assumption of University status in 1961
students were entered with Higher School Certificate for

University of London examinations in the first instance,

but subsequently degrees of the University of East Africa
wcr e awa r d ed,
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The record of the Faculty, measured by the

number and quality of diplomates and graduates. starts

with 4 Engineering diplomates in 1961 and progresses

to the point where this year 67 graduate s received their
B. Sc , degrees in Engineering of the University of. East

Afr ic a, thus making a total of 236 diplomates and graduates

up to 1963.

But what lies on the horizon? Expansion of
the Faculty has cont inued and this can perhaps be best

expz-es sed by the student intake which comprised 93 students

in 1967 and 149 in 1963. The total number of students in the

Faculty at this moment, December 1968, is 329.

This 1 suggest, ladies and gentlemen. is a record
in which t is relatively- young University College of Nairobi

and the University of East Africa might be allowed to take
some pride without, of cour se, in any way resting on our

laurels.
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Lut this l·upid and lr:l!1rcGsivQ expansion of the
F;::.......11·y 0.•.En3inecl"l.l'lg which Io evidenced by, among other

tIti gs, these fine buildings which you see, would not have

been possible but 10...tuo most generous aid of the United
St3.tcs Gove r nzncnt through its International Development
.;t'I.[;cncy. In 1964 through U. S. A. I. D. Univcl'si!;y College.
Z\:a:roQi I'CCO'vct! a grant of $120, 000 for the Civil Engineering

n~o '1 •

Perhaps I nl1ght be allowed to interpose here and
rnake mcnt ion, ••....'ith gr.::.titude, that during the last three years

and currently .expecter,. the F'acult y has received equipment to

the value of ;~2,ju, 00(; from. UNESCO. By the Generosity of

KOfL-\), iurthel' equlprnent to the value of ~. 450,000/- has
bee ...del ive r ed or is on or de.r f04 the Department of Electrica.l
En.gi.nccl'ing plus a Libl'o.ry grant 0'- :.b.50, 000/.... In connection

with the expans lon into the new buildL"l£rt the Department of
Civ'l and t,,1.ccho.nical Enginc<nAing nnd the Department or
Surveying and Photogrumn1etl.·Y have received a grunt of
appzoxlrnate.ly £100, GOOunder United Kingdom/Kenya. Loan
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And now we turn to this magn lflcent new building.
I:b.::1l1.~ng for o~ Vias ° it iat ed in 1964 and appr ovcd in 1965, as

a U.':-. A. I. D. pro' cct costing app r oxirnat cly $600, 000 or
r 25:), 000 st er l.ing and pr cvidlng 32, 000 square feet of working

SP3.cc. If anyone here s er ious Iy requires that measurement
in t! c t,ic:ric S~stcm I a.m afr a id I cannot assist them, but I

arn s r e tha the 1",1inis'r,!of Commerce and Industry would

b_Oge o· possibly even OAlC of our own Engineering students.

I know that both the Miniat ez of Education and the

Principal or University College, Nairobi. in formally taking

poco cs s Ion, Ona few morncnt s, of this building will wish to

say some ppr opr Ia e words on behalf of the Kenya Government
and 'i:JC College r cspcct Ively. Therefore, let me bring my

opening remarks to a close here by s ay lng once again how

ci:;:o.tc.:.U'we at this College are that you, ladies and gent lernen,

O'Ul- hono red guest s, have so considerately accepted our

Invit at.loa to come and share with us thf s afternoon's ceremony.


