TEXT Ci "PEECH BY MR. B.M.GECAGA,"C \IRMAN

G COUNCIL OF UNIVERSITY CCLLEGE, NAIRGBI AT

Tl?,'“. CIEREMONY O FORMAL HANDING OVER OF THE
NIZW WING Cr THE FACULTY OF EI\GLNLF RING -

11TH DECEMBER, 1963

Honourable Ministers, Your Woxrship, Your Excellencies,

Mr. Princinal, Ladies and Gentlemen =

It is my pleasurc to welcome all of you to this

cercmony whose purpose is for . E, the Ambassador of the
United States of America, Mr. Glen W, Fergusson, to formally
Minister of IEducation, Dr. Kiano and the

~

‘rincipal of the University College, Nairobi, Dr. Porter, to

formally take possession of this building which is the new wing
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che aculty of Eangineering, and whose construction by the
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Kenya Government - for which the College is deeply appreciative =

has been made possible by funds generously provided by the

~

United States Agency for International Development which, as

.

you kancw, is onc of the numerous beneficial arms of the

Government of the United States whose Ambassador in Kenya,
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{he I'aculty of Engineering has the distinction
a '""Founding Faculty'" which can trace its roots back
to the days of the Royal Technical College {one of whose
carly members of the academic staff was our present
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Minister of Dducation, Dr. Kiano) when, in 1956, the

College had i{is first intake of students in April of that

vear, but it is also an energetic, v\'::\:;ile Fﬁ,cuuy under
MM‘V

ie current Deanship of IProfessor WWR%, which
o
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ith any other L‘acul-y in the Uaiversity
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ally, students were entered for a Seyear
course after School Certificate, leading to a diploma in
Engincering. On assumption of University status in 1961
students were entered with Higher School Certificate for
University of London examinations in the {irst instance,

but subsequently degrees of the University of East Africa
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The record of the Faculty, measured by the
aumber and quality of diplomates and graduates, starts
with 14 Engineering diplomates in 1961 and progresses

to the point where this year 67 graduates received their

D.Sc. degrees in Engincering of the University of East

But what lies on the horizon? Expansion of
the Faculty has continued and this can perhaps be best
expressed by the student intake which comprised 93 students
in 1967 and 149 in 1968. The total number of students in the

Faculty at this moment, December 1968, is 329.

This I suggest, ladies and gentlemen, is a record
in which this relatively young University College of Nairobi
and the University of East Africa might be allowed to take
some pride without, of course, in any way resting on our

laurels.
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Dut this rapid and impressive expansion of the
Faculty of Engineering which is evidenced by, among other
things, these {inc buildings which you see, would not have
been possible but for the most generous aid of the United
States Government through its International Development
Agency.  In 1964 through U. S8, A. L D. University College,
Nairobi received a grant of $120, 000 for the Civil Engineering
Block.

Perhaps I might be allowed to interpose here and
make mention, with gratitude, that during the last three years
and currently expected, the Facully has received equipment to
the value of §2ov, UdL from UNESCO. Dy the generosity of
NORAD, further equipment to the value of s, 450, 000/~ has
been delivered or is on order for the Department of Electrical
Engincering plus a Library graat of g 50, 303/-. In connection
with the expansion into the new building, the Department of
Civil and Mechanical Enginecering and the Department of
Surveying and Fhotogrammetry have received a grant of

approximately £140, 000 under United Kingdom/Keaya Loan
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No. 3, and the equipment is now on order.

Aind now we turn to this magnilicent new building.

Flanning for it was initiated in 19064 and approved in 1965, as

Yy
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costing approximately $600, 600 or
L2530, 000 sterling and providing 32, 000 square fcet of working

space. I anyone here seriously requires that measurement
in the Metric Sx, m I am airaid I cannot assist them, but I
am sure that the 1-~.§"1ist':y of Commerce and Industry would

LR}

cblige or possibly even one of our own Engineering students.

I know that both the Minister of Education and the

Principal of University College, Nairobi, in formally taking
possession, in a few moments, of this building will wish to
say some appropriate words on behalf of the Kenya Government
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and the College respectively. Therefore, let me bring my
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g 3 arks to a close here by saying once again how
grateful we at this College are that you, ladies and gentlemen,

our honcured guests, have so considerately accepted our

invitation to come and share with us this afternoon's ceremony.



