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'Poison cosmetics' are
killing young girlsSOME young Kenyan women have

••• n fatally poi.oned by too much
••••.cury in co.metic ••
Thi. an Ea.tern African environ-

_"tal Chemi.try .eminar was told
., Nairobi Vice-Chancellor Jo.eph
Mungai, who .aid .ome cOimetics

d in Kenya contained more
ury than i. acceptable in many
ntrie •.
"Because of lack of facilities to
t and control these cOimetics,

have exposed our young women
els of mercury that are suitable
for elephants," he said.
nd said the manufacturers
ed that only cosmetics with
e contents of mercury could r
en the .kins of African women.
rof. Mungai explained that
ury poisoning caused kidney
. Leg .welling was one of the
oms. . ,
d he said mercury poisoning
been traced after cases of fatal

failure had been discovered
",women.
fter these deaths some of our
have learned that it is better to
~ve than bleach their skin.,"

he.aid.
He quoted the manufacturers,

however, a. saying it was the duty of
the Government to legislate on the
level of mercury they should put in
their products.
"But, if there is a .afe level of

mercury for one nation," he said,
"ethically and humanely, that is the
same for all."

He .aid that it was not a question
of legi.lation but a question of con-
sidering that all human beingl were
entitled to the .ame quality of life.
On the environment, Prof .

Mungai Itressed the importance of
preserving plant life. "All the food
we eat and the ox,Y"enwe breathe
camel from plants, , he said.

He said that whoever destroyed
plant. was destroying the most
important factor that sustained
animal and human life.

And urged evi.ronmental
chemists to find more eHicient ways
of detecting water and soil pollu-
tion. "We have the ability to prevent
environmental ·problems; we only
lack the will to dO.lo," he sai.~.
Refering .te recent poisoning of

dogs by aflatoxin contamination,
Prof. Mungai laid the presence of a
substance called strontium in drink-'
ing milk should be te.ted.
"Thi. ·problem has been worrying

many countries ... we should not
wait until we have a crisis," he said.

Prof. Mungai ·said 90 per cent of
rutal people were unable to store
grain free of aflatoxin •. "This is a
common poison and causes many
.death. to people and animall." .

The 1O-day seminar is being
attended by participants from
Burundi, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Kenya,

Uganda, Tanzania, Sudan. and
Zambia, and is being. conducted by
.Nairobi University chemistry
department chairman Prof. S. O.
Wandiga.
Talking later to the NATION

.about mercury poisoning, Prof.
Mungai laid mast of the toxic
cosmetics were imported.

Local manufacturers interviewed
denied they u.ed mercury in their
product •.

Eaat African Indu.tries Ltd.
company secretary Daniel Gachukia
.aid: "It i. the policy of this firm
never to u.e mercury in our
products." H. said it was an
e.tabli.hed fact among chemilts
that mercury was poisonous.
An oHicial at Colgate Palmolive

Ltd. said his firm was not
manufacturing skin-lightening'
co.metics.

PROF.
mental

Mungai opens the environ-
chemistry seminar yestet-

day.


