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ABSTRACT

The right to education is an alienable right basedthe theory of naturalism and
universalism. It is defined as the universal asces free and compulsory primary
education, universal availability and accessibilgf secondary education and equal
access to higher education in Kenya is every husnaight. Nonetheless cultural
dispensations such as Widow Inheritance (WI), umiees the realization and
implementation of this universal concept. WI cistavidow: marital decisions,

infringes upon widows’ rights and by extension #ha¥ their children like nutrition,

healthcare, play, property inheritance, parentalolwvement and particularly the

opportunity to learn. This renders children unpred to take up challenges and
demands of the early year’s curriculum with thdntiffame of mind. It is in this context
that the study sought to investigate the effectwidbw inheritance on children’s rights
to early childhood education in Ugenya Districay& County, Kenya.

The study adopted a descriptive survey designtabksh whether the renowned cultural
practice of widow inheritance negates or upholds right of the affected children to
preschool education. The study used purposiveramdom sampling techniques. From
a target population of 1349 out of which 200 weaegled of whom 50 were widows,
100 were preschool children, 25 preschool teacheds14 were from support groups.
Structured questionnaires and oral interviews farnmajor data collection tools
however, focus group discussion as well as stdlingewas utilized as a way of getting
the opinions of women leaders and first hand feklcbildren’s home situation
respectively. Collected data was coded and andlysing the analysis of data where
frequencies and means was calculated and pullegarcentages.

The study concluded that widow inheritance hasdgadrse effects on children’s rights to

ECDE. Therefore the study recommends that furthedies should be done in other
Districts for comparison and proper generalizabbfunding.

xii



CHAPTER ONE

1.0 Introduction

This chapter presents the background of the sthdyhlights the statement of the
problem, purpose of the study, research objectiwekresearch questions. Following this
is significance of the study, basic assumptiomsitditions and delimitations of the study.
Finally, the chapter concludes by defining the apienal terms and gives an outline of

the study organization.

1.1 Background of the Study

In all cultural settings, widowhood is associateithwirauma and presents a myriad of
problems of varied nature; economic, social and clpsipgical .Apparently,
predicaments, disorganization and trauma of widawhare unlike in men as in women.
The challenges that follow the death of a spousenst® be greater on women than on
men, whenever either looses a spouse. Window taineg existed in ancient Judaism
where it was commonly known as levirate marriag&as known in India, West Africa,
and among the Malawian culture where widow inhad& was embraced for its
cleansing and reproduction purposes. In Nigeridowhood experiences were generally
considered trauma while in some African societiegais considered more of deprivation,
subjugation and humiliation (Journal of World Argpology Occasional papers, Vol.lll
No. 1). According to Afigbo, A.E. (1989) when ashand dies a woman becomes a
primary suspect of the death and was harshly detit The inheritor comes in with the
mind that the woman could bewitch him and theretbere was a lot of mistrust that led
to violence in the house which was extended todotnl. This affected chilldren’s

participation in ECDE because of anxiety and lolf sgteem.



According to UNESCO Harare, elderly parents enagenlaAIDS infected widows to
remarry the late husband’s brother (levirate mgajaeven when they were aware of
their status. This was life threatening to the tiamilies (One World Organization,
1998). Widows in Zimbabwe have been found to hasmeeences like poverty, societal
and familiar discrimination and customary laws whimohesively and persuasively led
them to the practice of widowhood inheritance (QMerld Organization, UNESCO,

Human Rights, § August 1990)).

In the indigenous African societies, special attentind care was accorded to widows
where under normal circumstances, a widow was ledtito either of two types of
protection: she could either be remarried to thares male relative of her husband, in
which case, she enjoyed all the protection and oarmally enjoyed by their wives or
she could be given collective protection and cgréhk relatives of her deceased husband
if she was not re-married,. In such cases, heljprim of financial and labour in nature

was rendered to the widow by the relatives of theedsed husband (Luke N, 2001).

Ironically, on losing a husband, the widow becoresprimary suspect as the cause of
the husband’s death and is thus treated accordighgerm commonly referred to as
‘cleansing’ Conversely, on the demise of a wife than is almost immediately offered a
substitution to comfort him and douse the impactha grieve of bereavement. The
cause of this is not farfetched. It has been ngdlytfobserved that the differentiation
between men’s and women’s role in African socieie®ne of complementary and
superior relationship in favour of men. It involvashierarchy in which men are given
greater leverage over decision making and resouhegswomen. The result is a cultural

setting that invariably promotes male dominatiord damale subordination. (Ahosi,



2002). This custom relegates women to the backgramal clearly robs women of their
rights and privileges particularly in times of loflsuke, N, 2001). This was extended to
their children, they became even more vulnerabée ttheir mothers as they had very
little capacity to make their own decisions andoecé their rights to education, nutrition,
health care, play, parental involvement and redpditg and finally property
inheritance. Violation of the above rights maniéestthemselves negatively on the

children’s right to ECDE.

Additionally, widow-hood practices are closely tiganl cultural and traditional beliefs
about death, ghosts, inheritance, feminine robasjly structure and family relationships.
There is an overpowering belief in the ability bétghost of a dead person to come back
to dispute and haunt all kinds of things and reésti This has reinforced and perpetuated
the old-age practices of widowhood in the worldg8m, 2002). The belief that death
brings confusion and that the dead still have adntéth the living, especially their
closest partners in life, is one of the reasonsl tisesubjecting widows to inhuman and
humiliating customary practices (Ntozi, 1997).Thatifactory completion of these
ceremonies, rituals and practices is believed tp restore the balance and security for
the bereaved widows and the children, which deaih $ought to overthrow (Sossou,

2002).

As such, it entails a woman being given as widowa tarother-in-law upon the death of
her husband lest the spirit of the dead man \hsitliving. This happened in families with
girls only or no children at all. Elders seek tkeevices of a sit-in-spouse called a 'hyena’.

Widow inheritance is a common phenomenon unklentan differing fashions among



African communities, for example the Kisa of theal\thya, the Luo in Uganda around

Lake Victoria and those in Western Kenya, (Amb&k&anya, 2007) .

Lately, Widow Inheritance is condemned by politisachurches and some members of
the civil society, yet a number of people still fmy from superstitious beliefs to
rationalize it. It is argued to perform importaah€tions, such as giving the widows and
children protection from their powerful deceasedbands, a dream that is never often
guaranteed (Sossou, 2002). The practice subjectswsi to social and psychological
treatment and, denies them the right to make tlwin decisions (CEDAW,
2003).Embraced as a cultural rite of passage odéhg@se of a husband , widows of the
Luo of Western Kenya undergo various rituals aae encouraged to get a surrogate
husband or a ‘suitor’ within the family of the @ased husband throughcalturally-
sanctioned re-marriage, This is controversiallyemefd to as “Widow Inheritance”(WI)
(Ambasa-Shisanya, 2007).The arrangement permits redtive of the deceased to take
over the guardianship of the deceased’s familyJuting the widow so that the
deceased’s inherited property stays in the fanfOQHRE & WHRP, 2008).A widow
however remains the widow of the deceased, andwidbw of the guardian or
“inheritor” but with limited powers and right to awership of property, as she is also ‘a
property’,(CEDAW, 2003). Denial to inherit propemffected children participation in

ECDE due to lack of material and financial support.

Widow Inheritance entails cleansing as a pre-réguir restoring normalcy of the
widow into the society, and as a means of neutngjithe assumed cultural impurity and
avoiding cultural taboo violation (COHRE & WHRP,@8). The view that widows are

not clean and require cleansing is a major coribto their denial of their rights to



liberty and decision making. Studies indicate higagnitude of right violation among
women, weakening further their economic and squééntial and by extension, those of
their children especially in areas such as propéotyd and nutrition, education, play and

recreation, health care among others, (UN-CRC, 1990

The World Summit Declaration and Development ofld@ien, which together with Child
Rights Convention (CRC) provided the child righgeada for the 1990s (African Human
Rights Law Journal 2001). “Provide improved protact of children in difficult
circumstances and tackle the root causes leadirgifuation” was a clause among the
global goals which participating nations committkémselves to achieve by the year
2000 (African Rights Law Journal, 2000). The Chidre Act, 1983 defines children in
especially difficult circumstances as children incemstances which deny them their
basic human needs. Their nutritional status amd aee inadequate and they need that
care in terms of section 14(4) of the child card, A®83. Often the issue of these is
mainly one of enabling them to access serviceshamefits which are intended for all
children; that is enrolling them in children’s hmnéo ensure that their special
circumstances are addressed in legislation (Afridaman Rights Journal 140; 2001).
Interventions are necessary to prevent the rigtisdases, malnutrition and education of

these children in need of special protection.

“Education on the other hand inherently serves hmiblic and private interests. It
addresses public interests by preparing the yooiragsume adult roles that promote civic
responsibility, embrace a common set of economit palitical values, and share a
common language. Education serves private inter@stspromoting individual

development, understanding, and productivity thattigbute to adult productivity and



well being,” Levin (2001). Education is the keyitalividual and national development,
Fabunmi, (2004 & 2006). The education enterprisevsry significant one to any nation,
community or people as it is the bedrock for pregrand development, Fabunmi (2006).
The World Bank (1999) explains that a single magpartant key to development and
poverty alleviation is education. Therefore childseright to education should not be

violated.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Studies have confirmed that the early years ofdife critical for the acquisition of the
life concepts, skills and attitudes that lay therfdation for lifelong learning. Once a
child fails to acquire sufficient educational stilation from those responsible for her or
him in the vital early years, the lost ground ischip recover. Extra coaching or tuition is
clearly firefighting strategies of addressing fumdmtal problems that can be traced to
poor readiness for formal education. This is usudlie to lack of appropriate early
childhood development and education (ECDE). Thezguwent has developed the Early
Childhood Policy Framework for Kenya and proposesntegrate ECDE for the 4-5
year-old children to the country’s formal primargueation sub-sector. (IPAR, Policy
View, Issue No 4, 200&n Occasional publication of the Institute of Pglinalysis and

Research (IPARMplementing Policies Responsive to Vision 2030).

Cultural remarriage or Widow Inheritance (WI) haderg economic, social and
psychological implications that are normally notmounced. It amounts to social
discrimination, economic deprivation and ‘propegtabbing’ driven by the desire for the
deceased relative to keep the property of theieased kin in the family, in the pretext of

protecting the bereaved children and wife. In muedes, this has been done in total



disregard of the rights of children of the inhatiteidow; this could be attributed to
economic burden, psychological problems and pets@saies. Pertinent schooling
decisions like: who to go to preschool, which sdreachild should go to, are bestowed
by culture on the inheritor (UN-CRC, 1990). Evenugh the Children’s Act (Republic
of Kenya, 2001) places responsibility of safeguagdhe rights of a child on both parents
in a union of marriage or on the new parent(s) subsequent remarriage, this
fundamental right is largely unprotected creatimgjor hindrances to the future success

of these children ( CEDAW, 2003).

Similar studies have done in the Luo Nyanza lirk tultural norm to denial of rights to
property amongst widows and enhancing HIV/AIDS piexce. And this in turn has
worsened the socio-economic situation of the adféetidows and children who already
face severe constraints on financial resourcessantl discrimination. And it is in this
context that Widow Inheritance heightens povertyele and reduces the household’s

ability to provide for schooling of their children.

Not many studies have been done on this subjectheds why the researcher identified
the gap and hence the motivation to conduct thidystHowever in some few studies
already done on the subject world over for exantfl8@CEF (1990), Republic of Kenya
(ROK), 2000, aimed at establishing how the wellngepf the children was being
promoted and from the study findings it emergedt thachild’s psychosocial and
humanistic development relied heavily on the caverg who ought to posses specific
attributes and promote values that would impacitpesy on a child; (Boerrce, 2003).
Some of which includes being kind, loving, friendllisciplined, trustworthy, honest,

just, humble, courteous and responsible, (Niaga@®3), (KIE, 1999) report. These



values are important because they enhance thdibaeelopment of children. In many
African communities, systematic investigation il shissing (Betty Potash, 1986). This
is due to the scanty pieces of information avaélain widowhood which is till raw and in

process and in process.

Nonetheless, the impact of Widow Inheritance omcation has not been given
prominence by most studies especially, its effecthldren’s rights to education and, in
particular early schooling. Although the culturalagtice is gradually disappearing
incidences of it in some areas like Ugenya Distnaticate that children’s right to

schooling is still in disarray. It is in this regathat the study sought to investigate the
effects of widow inheritance on early childhood eation with a view of offering

intervention measures that could be adopted t@mdrsge it for increased participation of

children in early childhood education in Ugenyatbis, of Siaya County in Kenya.

1.3 Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to determine as tetlven widow inheritance as a practice
violated or not and the extent to which it infridgen the educational rights of pre school
going children. Specifically, the study sought stablish how this cultural practice had
over time reduced the household’s ability to previor and participate in their children’s

early schooling in Ugenya District, Siaya County.

1.4. The Objectives of the Study

The study generally sought to evaluate the efféctvidow inheritance on education

rights of pre school children in Ugenya District.

This was guided by the following specific objeesv



i. Establish the impact of Widow Inheritance, nutntiaand health care on
participation of children in ECDE in Ugenya Distric

ii. Determine the effects of Widow Inheritance, plag @articipation of children on
ECDE.

iii. Investigate on the effects of Widow Inheritance property rights and
participation of children in ECDE in Ugenya Distric

iv. Examine the effects of Widow Inheritance on paremaolvement in early

childhood education matters in Ugenya District.

1.5 Research Questions

The expected outcomes of this study was realizexditfh endeavors to find out solutions

to the following research questions;

i.  What is the impact of widow inheritance, nutmiti@nd health care on the
children’s right to education in Ugenya District

ii. How does widow inheritance, play affect participatiof children in Early
Childhood Development and Education in Ugenya idistr

iii. How does widow inheritance and rights to propertynership influence
children’s access and participation in early cloloith education in Ugenya
district?

iv. To what extent does widow inheritance influence plagental involvement in

early childhood education matters in Ugenya ditric



1.6 Significance of the study
Widow Inheritance (WI) is a common phenomenon amihregLuos of Western Kenya.
This cultural practice violates property rightswdmen and by extension infringes on

their children’s rights to education:

Therefore, findings and recommendations of thighstwill be of immense value to
various stakeholders for instance Community Basegia@zations (CBOs) and Civil
Society Organization (CSOs) who may use this rigdged approach for community

sensitization and awareness in standing up for vacamel children rights.

On the theoretical value, it will provide greatasight to education policy makers, the
government arms especially the Ministry of Gend&rildren and Social Services who

will be expected to use the findings of the stualyddvocacy and policy decisions.

On the practical value, findings will serve as refiee points to relevant groups and
organizations for instance Faith Based Organizatioand Non-Governmental
Organizations to promote rights of pre-school drieih through capacity building and

mobilization activities.

The major beneficiaries of this research will begle of Ugenya District who will be

expected to effect change in respecting and pramahie rights of women and children.

It will be of benefit also to future researchers @& will enrich existing literature,
advance knowledge concerning WI and children’s etlon in Kenya, acting as a

springboard against which other researches carefggence.
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1.7 Basic Assumptions

The study was conducted with the assumption thepthctice was prevalent in Ugenya
District and that there was no serious dynamicsth@ composition of the target
population, which was fundamental enough to affinet effectiveness of the study
sample. It is also assumed that the informants dvqubvide truthful, accurate and
reliable information that would be helpful in idéying the consequences of this cultural
practice on the rights of children to Early ChildkoEducation. It is further hoped that
the responses from the study in the district woeltect true and honest replication of
facts from the ground so as to enable universdicgtipn of principles within the wider

context for purposes of generalization and ratigadbn of children’s rights to

education.

1.8 Limitation of the study

A limitation describes what a test or researchrimsént is not able to achieve. In most
cases studies normally have limitation causedrdigs, regulations and logistical

problems in reaching sources.

This study focused on a phenomenon that was culiaraature which some of the
respondents considered as taboo or an abominatialistuss and therefore give non-

factual answers, limiting the depth of informatgethered.

There was also limited time within which the resbar was expected to present findings.
As a result of this, the sample was brought to le@m@omic minimum. This made the
study limited in its representativeness as it dabused on a few respondents excluding

others who would have added a lot of interestimmyis.
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The study may have suffered from personal biaséiseasespondents would not like to be
portrayed in bad light. The type of questions twate asked, the choice of research
instruments and any help from the research asssstairother third parties may also have

affected the results of the study.

The study was limited to a descriptive survey desupich could lead to the limitation of
its representativeness. It means that valid gemat@n could not be made as the
findings would be only from one district and wouldt therefore be applicable to other

Districts where widow inheritance was practised.

1.9 Delimitations of the Study

The study focused on the influence of widow infarite on Educational rights of pre —
school children. The study targeted mothers anidiregm who had openly declared their

status and were willing to share their experierfesheritance.

The age of the children was 3-9 years; the teacheotved were only those dealing with
children whose mothers were inherited within the &gacket. There were also other
factors that affected the Education rights of aieifd but the researcher was only

concerned with widow inheritance.

1.10 Definition of Operational Terms

Child - Refers to any person or human being who is betloev age of 18 years is
regarded as a child by the children’s Act, Cap 986ys of Kenya. According to the
Conventions of the Rights of the Child this wilk@ mean every human being

below the age of 18 years unless under the lawcate to the child.
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Effect — Refers to change in the status for instancettheatandard of living of

individuals, families or communities as a resulpofgram/ project activities.

Rights of a Child - For this study this will mean entitlements acdogdo the Children’s
Act, Cap 586 of 2001 of the Laws of Kenya. Thegéts include right to life, protection
by the government and family, non discriminatioraimy form, parental care, education,
religious education, health care, protection fromildc labour and armed conflict,
protection from any form of abuse, right to namel axationality, protection harmful
cultural rights, sexual exploitation, drugs, rigbtrecreation, torture and deprivation of

liberty, privacy and parental care among others.

Child’s Rights to Education -The right to education for every child in thisicy will

be taken to mean the universal access to free antpusory primary education,
universal availability or accessibility of seconglaeducation, in particular by the
progressive introduction of free education andaé@ecess to higher education on the

basis of capacity.

Suitor -This is taken to mean inheritor or a designateterassumes responsibility for
the social and economic support of a widow upordiegth of her husband Inheritors can
be brothers or cousins to the widow's late husl{arathers are traditionally preferred),

or someone who is not related to the husband.

Widow Inheritance - This will also be referred to as bride inherdanlt will be taken to
mean a type of marriage in which a widow marriggaman of her late husband, often
his brother .In particular to this population okethuo of Western Kenya, it will be
referred to as a cultural practice where a widoeobees the widow of a brother or other

close relative of the deceased husband and pedertain cultural practices.
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1.11 Organization of the study

The study was organized into five chapters. Chapter, consist of background of the
study and also highlight the study gap. It provigesblem statement, purpose of the
study, objectives of the study, research questiand, significance of the study, basic
assumptions, limitations and delimitations of thedg, operational definitions and it will

conclude by outlining how the study will be orgasdz

The second chapter deals with review of relatesdture regarding the topic. It reviews
and critically analyzes empirical studies done bgvppus researchers. It also analyzes
theoretical foundations and operationalizes theeptual framework for the study. Key
in this is the discussion of variables of the stutlye concept, history and rationale of
widow inheritance and its prevalence, the influeatéhis cultural practice on preschool
children’s educational rights, the effect of widamheritance on parental involvement
and on the provision of educational resources fotyechildhood education will be

discussed here in detail.

Chapter three details research methodology thatoeibdopted for the study. It outlines
research design, target population, data souraagls and sampling designs, pre-testing
procedures for research instruments, data collegi@cedures and instruments, data
processing and analysis techniques. The fourtiptehgresents a detailed analysis of
discussions, presentations and interpretationsinofinigs. While chapter five gives a
summary discussion of the study findings as perdbjectives, conclusion of study

findings and recommendations that were drawn fieenconclusion of the study.
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CHAPTER TWO LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 Introduction

This section explores theoretical and empiricarditure touching on historical beliefs
tied to WI and the impact of this practice on ctelds rights to early childhood
education. It reviews past studies on the subjgaritically reviewing relevant literature
that address issues related to women and childpeajserty rights. It attempts to explore
the existing situation of women and that of theegzhool children upon the demise of
family heads by examining their economic, socialkis and how status subsequently
affect a child’s schooling. It further indicatesnceptual framework that encompasses
major variables of the study suggesting their gokisi patterns of influence on each

other.

2.1 Evolution and Rationale of Widow Inheritance {VI) and ECE:

The Luo culture prescribes that young widows ateiited by a brother in-law or any
other suitor chosen by the village elders. The tarags believed to ensure that a young
widow's sexual needs are provided for and her wmldire taken care of. To the Luo, a
curse known as "chira” would strike those who brigektradition, resulting in the death
of loved ones. WI is a cultural practice where sigigated male assumes responsibility
for the social and economic support of a widow ugma death of her husband. WI is
categorized in terms of the type of inheritor amel purpose of inheritance. Inheritors can
be brothers or cousins to the widow's late husl{arathers are traditionally preferred),
or someone who is not related to the husband. Brpaddows may enter into
inheritance contract for companionship (for sexfudfillment as well as for social,

economic and emotional support) or for sexual kitparformed to cleanse the widow
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after the burial of the husband. It is also crudating rites of passage associated with

birth, marriage, and death of close family memb@nsibasa-Shisanya, 2007).

WI for purposes of companionship and support isegaly long-term and either
monogamous or one in which an inheritor is shanely with his wife/wives. On the
other hand, WI for purposes of fulfilling of a sekuitual is generally short-term and
may involve different inheritors on different ocimass .Widows also engage in ritual sex
during establishment of homes and to mark the Ibéginof food production seasons:
cultivation, planting, and harvesting. Sexual interse is performed during these events
to “protect” the widow and her family from expergdmg adverse consequences
(collectively termed chira’) that may befall her or her family members, speaily

children, grandchildren, sisters, daughters-in-tawo-wives(Ambasa-Shisanya, 2007).

2.1.1 Widow Inheritance in Relation to Rights of Ophans and Vulnerable Children
in Early Childhood Education

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights Articleopens with the fundamental
statement of their inalienability thus: "All humdmeings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights". The International Conventiom Givil and Political Rights (ICCPR,
1990) likewise in article 6(1) reiterates that "Aliman beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights". The Convention on the Rightdle Child(CRC, 1990) recognizes
the rights of children as stated, "Bearing in mihdt, as indicated in the Declaration of
the Rights of the Child, the child, by reason &f physical and mental immaturity, needs
special safeguards and care, including appropiegts protection, before as well as after
birth.™ This reflects, at most, recognition oftate's duty to promote, through nutrition,

health and support directed to the pregnant woraachild's capacity to survive and
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thrive after birth. Article 1 (CRC, 1990) stateg tthefinition of "a child" as every human
being below the age of 18 years, which is consistgth the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights.

According to Article 28 of the Convention of Righis Children (CRC, 1989), altate

parties Kenya inclusive have to recognize the rajlihe child to education. With a view
to achieving this right progressively and on thaidaf equal opportunity, states are
required, in particular to make primary educati@mpulsory and available free to all,
encourage the development of different forms obedary education, including general
and vocational education, make them available aessible to every child, and take
appropriate measures such as the introductioneaf éducation and offering financial
assistance in case of need. Additionally, they raguired to make educational and
vocational information and guidance available aodeasible to all children; agree that
the education of the child shall be directed to #rat the development of the child's

personality, talents and mental and physical &slito their fullest potential.

The right to education for every child relativelgfined as the universal access to free
and compulsory primary education, universal avditsibor accessibility of secondary
education, is the progressive introduction of femhucation; equal access to higher
education on the basis of capacity, in particukarth®e progressive introduction of free
education, (Action Aid, 2008). These standards eearer than, for example, the
standards regarding the right to health, the righhousing, the right to participate in
cultural life, or the right to an adequate standafrdlving. This doesn't mean, of course,
that these standards exhaust the definition ofiti# to education as the issue of quality

remains a big definitional problem, (Action Aid, ).
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2.2 Widow Inheritance Nutrition, Health Care and Paticipation in ECE:

The literature review is concerned with how théuahce of widow inheritance, nutrition

and health care impact on children’s educationtsigh

2.2.1 Situational Analysis

A situational analysis study of orphaned childrerd anstitutional care in Zambia
demonstrated that 56% of orphaned children weratetu(UNESCO, 2002). This
showed a positive association between the stuofimgphans and lack of proper care by
care givers. In addition, inadequate food for dinghaned children was also positively
associated with stunting (UNESCO, 2002). Otherbf@ms included pollution,
unbalanced diet, drug abuse, over working and paoitation. This therefore creates an
increasing concern over their health (KAACR, 200$pcio-economic consequences has
also created more destitute families through HI\D'8I epidemic increasing mortality
rates among parents leaving orphaned children #o thee heavy burden of managing
households with overstretched resources or noti.atThese entire phenomenon force
more children to the streets adding to the incr@agbe number of children in need of

special protection UNICEF/GOK, 1999).

Absolute poverty is the main reason why childreteenircumstances which place their
entire development at risk and any action which ldi@dfectively impact on these would

have the effect that would in the first place bgslékely to be put at risk of diseases,
malnutrition and child care practices would be lacp. Secondly such interventions
would greatly mitigate the destructive effects loéde problematic situations. Research

shows that orphan hood, particularly that causethbyloss of a mother often entails a
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deterioration in the health of the child, (Bartet, 1998). This in return could affect their

education resulting from frequent absenteeism ad poncentration.

2.2.1 Nutritional Status

Malnutrition impairs components of immune systemkm@ them ineffective in
combating diseases (Robinson et al, 1990). Matmirtrinterferes with the body ability
to heal wounds, maintain the function of the vibabans and an immune response.
Malnourished children have lowered resistance tections and are more likely to die
from common childhood ailments like diarrhea/dissasmeasles, tuberculosis and
respiratory infections (Hawes et al, 1993). Thikisly to have a negative impact on the
concentration of children in ECD. Poor health afethe education of the children
because they become weak and unable to partigipatass effectively. When a husband
dies, the widow is deprived of her economic incoamel nuclear family is destroyed.
Therefore, inherited widows cling to the new hustsafor economic gains. At times, she
leaves the late husbands children with their gnamadher and joins the new husband’s
family. Children suffer psychological trauma, ntitmal deficiency and hence poor
health. This violates their rights to health cathlCRC 1990), which impacts on their

ECDE.

In children, malnutrition is most likely to strikbhose who lack nutritionally adequate
diets, are not protected from frequent illnessakdmnot receive adequate care (African
Journal of Food Agriculture and Nutritional Devetognt — (www.ropkenya.org.2005).
The nutritional status of infants and children unSlgrears of age is of particular concern
since the early years of life are crucial for ogtingrowth and development. Their

nutritional wellbeing reflects the home where tHeae. It is reliably estimated that
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globally 226 million children below 5 years old astunted, 67 million are wasted and
183 million weigh less than they should be for trege. Malnourished children do not

develop more brain cells and thus less intelligent.

2.2.2 Nutrition and Growth of Children
Child malnutrition is the most widely spread disarih tropical areas. Malnutrition has
been recognized as a consequence of poverty dabven to cause a great deal of both

physical and emotional human suffering (www.ropkenygy.2010).This poverty is as a

result of the death of father who in most casebesbread winner. The foster fathers in
most cases careless .The children concentratictags will therefore be affected due to
hunger. Dramatic changes in height and weightttia place during the early years of a
child depend on adequate nutrition. Rapid musalgaelopment, as well as continuing
brain growth, all requires adequate nutrition. aAsonsequence, children of ages 3 — 5
years need more energy than adults (Nancy J. 20Qit)ition as a bench mark for
growth need to be taken care of in children’s orglyes. One common form of
malnutrition during these years is protein deficien Adequate supplies of protein are
necessary to support rapidly developing muscles ady tissues. Malnutrition when
chronic can stunt physical growth and affect brd@velopment, concentration, apathy
and generally decrease ability to cope with the ateda of the child’s environment

especially in the school setting, (Pollit et al9éPas cited by Nancy J., 2001).

2.3 Widow Inheritance, Play and Participation on Qildren’s ECE.
Early childhood teachers have long recognized taevof play in programs for young
children. Through such observations teachers caarnleabout children's social

interactions, cognitive and language abilities, onakills, and emotional development.
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Teachers also facilitate play by working with chdd to develop rules for safe indoor
and outdoor play. Children whose mothers are itdetriion’t have enough time to play
as they are engaged in income generating activifieis affects their right to education

because children learn best through play, (Garé&oiL

Parents are required to provide play materials wimicreturn inherited mothers may not
be able to provide due to their poor economic staBeientists recognized early on that
children’s play changed as they grew. Jean Piaget w leader in describing the
developmental components of play. Piaget (1962)tifled three types of play, each of
which was characteristic of a stage in the devebtgnof the child. Sensory-motor play
occurs in infancy through the second year of lifeew children are busy acquiring
control over their movements and learn to cooréirtaeir gestures and their perception
of the gestures’ effects. The infant derives pleastom mastering motor skills and from
experimenting with the world of touch, sight, amdisd, taking joy in being able to cause
events to recur. Symbolic or representational megurs from ages two to six when
children acquire the ability to encode their exgeces in symbols, and then begin to play
with symbols and their combinations. The third stagplay, games with rules, begins in

school when children have begun to understand catipe and competition.

In fact, each of Piaget’s stages can be a factptap at any stage of development. That
certain developmental stages are associated witicydar kinds of play doesn’t preclude

those kinds of play from being expressed in a walkiety of ages and contexts. Sensory-
motor play is a component of children’s play witdoél and the natural environment, and
it is a vital component of adult sexual play. Symdbplay occurs as a component of all

imaginative activity, including creative problemhang. Games form the basis of many
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kinds of organized recreational activity, includisigorts. One of the most stable features
of play is the fact that it offers consistently ¢gnder. Nearly very species of animal that
plays shows gender-related differences in how pdagxpressed. In people, despite
differences in the values and organizations of rdeecommunities and cultures, sex
differences in play are virtually universal (Garv&y90). Inherited widow’s children do

not enjoy these types of play due to time limittgsy are so much engaged in child

labour.

2.3.1 Play and learning

Play is pleasurable, spontaneous, and voluntargsOibat mean that play serves no
function other than pleasure? Just how play anthileg relate to each other is the source
of both speculation and experimentation. Bruner7®9views play as a means of
acquiring information about and experience witheéhgironment. Once acquired in play,
information and experience can be used to maxithiedlexibility of the individual. Play
can produce the flexibility that makes tool usejemtion, and creativity possible. In
Bruner’s view, play provides opportunities to trgntbinations of behaviors that would
otherwise never be tried. The experiences withetfiehaviors then can serve as the basis
for later learning. For example, in play, childnexay master the subroutines that make
later observational learning possible. Young cleifdr take selectively from
demonstrations those features of performance tieatvethin the range of their capacity
for constructing skilled acts. Without play, chédr have no experience with the

subroutines on which to build skilled activities.

Other components of play may influence the learrpnacess. Bruner (1972) believes

that social play, in particular, provides a meahsmimizing the consequences of one’s
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actions and of learning in a less risky situatilbms also possible to view social play as a
kind of communication system and the behaviorslieaas transmitting messages. Play
can thus be viewed as a means of learning propeialscommunication. Social
influences also modulate how one plays with objattdhe environment. For example,
mastery of complex tool skills among non-human ajgsends not only on observational
learning but also on whether they take place ardwsied individuals (Bruner 1972). In
children, the influence of trusted adults may h#ass to do with outright teaching or
providing opportunities for imitative behavior tharith calming kids down so they can
engage in sustained play. In one study in a musiscovery room, children engaged in
a greater diversity of play and exploratory behessimwhen they were in the presence of

adult caregivers than when they were alone or patrs (Diamond 1988).

Researchers have long suspected that there ardticedmenefits to play. During the
1970s and 1980s there were various attempts tarndie whether play in young
children transfers immediate benefits to how thalyes problems. Dansky and Silverman
(1973) tested the notion that play furthers a mesast creativity known as associative
fluency. Sylva, Bruner, and Genova (1976) foundt tprior play experience gave
preschoolers an advantage in solving certain kiriggoblems, such as retrieving a piece
of chalk in a box that is out of reach without gejtout of your chair. Pepler and Ross
(1981) later showed that, among preschoolers age tb four, experience with play that
had no single correct solution led to greater Béy in problem solving and more
imaginative solutions than single solution playcontrols. This implies that for children

to learn effectively, they need ample time for pbgsplay.
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2.3.3 Play promotes creative problem solving

Psychologists distinguish two types of problem,v&rgent and divergent. A convergent
problem has a single correct solution or answedivergent problem yields itself to
multiple solutions. Some research suggests thaivine kids play contributes to their
ability to solve divergent problems. For instande, one experiment, researchers
presented preschoolers with two types of play ma#e(Pepler and Ross 1981). Some
kids were given materials for convergent play (ipeizzle pieces). Other kids were given
materials for divergent play (blocks). Kids wergegi time to play and then were tested

on their ability to solve problems.

The results, kids given divergent play material§qgrened better on divergent problems.
They also showed more creativity in their attentptsolve the problems (Pepler and
Ross 1981).Another experimental study reportedslidetween pretend play and
divergent problem-solving ability (Wyver and Spent299). Kids given training in

pretend play showed an increased ability to solverdent problems. And the converse
was true as well: Kids trained to solve divergerdbems showed increased rates of
pretend play. With regards to this, widow inharda denies the children rights to play

due to lack of playing materials.

2.4 Widow Inheritance Property Rights and Participaion on ECE

In this section the literature review is about th8uence of widow inheritance and

property rights on children’s participation in ECDE
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2.4.1 Impact of Women Property Rights on Early Ciidhood Education

Ongoing adherence to male-dominated traditions ropgrty ownership has generally
meant that women cannot take advantage of the raidge of benefits associated with
ownership and control of property. Land and otleemfs of property (e.g., livestock and
machinery) not only provide sustenance, but a bfasisncome generation and social
status for instance title to land is a prerequifitesecuring loans and credit for other
activities, from building a house to starting aihass. (USAID, 2006). In case of death
of a husband, the man who inherits the widow, hél’e control over the property of the
deceased and may not provide basic needs to thdrerhiimpacting on their education

rights.

Development experts increasingly link women’s latkand and property rights to lack
of education, homelessness, hunger, poverty, aodpgalth. One of the hidden sources
of economic growth and development is Africa’s wom@ccording to some studies,
providing African women with equal education andess to productive outputs could
raise economic growth by as much as one percenpagd. As reiterated in the
conference of United Nations Centre for Human 8etéint that: “"Women'’s rights in,
access to, and control over land, housing, and gotpps a determining factor in
women’s overall living conditions, particularly geveloping countries. It is essential to
women’s everyday survival, economic security, amgspral safety and, some would
argue, it is the most critical factor in women’s pawerment and their struggle for
equality in gender relations.”- United Nations @enfor Human Settlement, Nairobi,

(1999).
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Evidence from around the world indicates that woredicate most of the earnings they
control to fulfill household needs, while men oftespend much of their income on
personal items. As underscored in the World Fooohr8i (2002), ensuring women’s
land and property rights is essential to enablivegt to better provide for their children
in terms of nutrition and health. This ensures fttlatdren are in a better position to

attend early childhood education and participatefghly in the learning opportunities

Furthermore, studies show that the continued diaeohisement of half of many
populations poses a barrier to overall socioecon@rogress. These studies underscore
that poverty is inversely correlated with houseHalt ownership. The landless are more
vulnerable, especially in famines, have highernbfaortality rates. Women and children
suffer disproportionately from shocks when theghts to household resources, including
land, are mediated through men. The psychologisks rinsecurity situations that these
pose to children and women are detrimental to tbeirelopment in all ways Studies
show that direct access to land minimizes womeaslsaf impoverishment and improves
the physical well-being and prospects for her ebiddincluding ECE (World Food

Summit 2002).

From studies, a woman who is not economically stablanxious of her children’s
welfare including shelter, nutritional provisiondaaven education. This also limits their
desire to participate in children’s schooling aitiés. Moreover, they lack time and
motivation of involvement in child’s educationaltiaties. Additionally, women’s lack

of property and inheritance rights has been inénghs linked to development-related
problems faced by countries across the globe, divatplow levels of education including

early childhood education, hunger, and poor hedhis particularly has a bearing on the
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way they take care of health and nutritional negfdbeir families basing on the fact that
a well nourished and healthy child is the one clptbgainfully participate in preschool

adventures (IFAD, 1998).

2.2.4 Widow Inheritance, Resource availability andProvision to Early Schooling
Studies document that poverty interferes with ddthischooling process. Families with
more money, higher levels of education, and highsgupational status are likely to
purchase an array of goods and services that Wjirbenefit their children in school
besides choosing the best schools for their childRich families may also use their
wealth to live in good houses in safe neighborhpddsreby affording their children
protection from harm. Bradley & Corwyn (1999)poeted that economic hardship
reduced the likelihood that mothers would set ldglielopmental goals for their children
and engage in competency promoting activities. Tesilted in poorer self-regulation
and less academic and psychosocial but foundftparents remained optimistic, despite

being poor, it served as a protective factor agaiegative parenting.

Among the most cited linkages between economiaistand well-being is access to
resources. Low income is linked to health, inapilib purchase goods and services
essential for health and inability to secure appad@ health service, inadequate dietary
intake as a key pathway to poor health which resutdefective nutrient absorption,
defective nutrient utilization, and poor defensgai@ast infection, poor nutritional status,
in turn, contributes to an array of morbidities andrtality. Pollitt et al (1996) offer a
similar formulation that poor nutritional statusfemts brain growth both pre- and
postnatal. Poor physical and brain developmentdimichild’s opportunity to engage in

play, active environmental exploration and develeptrof concepts in the early years.
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(Bradley et al.2001), this will negatively impagct the education rights of children due to

low IQ and low self-esteem.

Poor nutrition contributes to developmental prolddmecause children who lack access
to adequate nutrition also tend to lack accesgheraesources, like inadequate prenatal
care, inadequate preventive care for the child.,(éagure to obtain all recommended
immunizations) failure to obtain necessary medicebtment for acute or chronic
medical conditions or increased exposure to infecbwing to poor personal hygiene
Many poor families cannot purchase needed health sarvices. Poor children often
have no medical insurance and, thus, are moreyltkelise emergency rooms for medical
care and may be in more advanced stages of illbefsse being treated. Such reduces
children’s ability to participate fully in preschipoesulting into irregular attendance and

access (Bradley et al.2001).

Bradley et al (2001) also found that there is aneation between economic status to
stimulating experiences and access to stimulatiaterials and experiences mediated
the relation between economic status and childrbetsavior problems and children’s
cognitive functioning. Such experiences providehbdirect and indirect (i.e., learning
opportunities for children as well as serving asnativational base for continued
learning. (Bradley et al (2000). Researchers anfthlly argue that children from poor
households lack access to cognitively stimulatirggemals and experiences, which not
only limits their cognitive growth but reduces thehances of benefiting from school
.Data from findings of Bradley et al. 2001a, indéc#hat children from poor families
have less access to a wide variety of differentei@onal and learning materials from

infancy through adolescence. They are less likelygd on trips, visit a library or
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museum, attend a theatrical performance, or bende&sons directed at enhancing their
skills. Access to such material and cultural resesirmediates the relation between SES
(or family income) and children’s intellectual anadademic achievement from infancy

through adolescence (Bradley et al (2000).

Inherited mothers are less likely to purchase readind learning materials for their
children, less likely to take their children to edtional and cultural events, and less
likely to regulate the amount of TV their childrevatch (Bradley et al.2001a, ) As a
result, low-SES children more frequently experiesclool failure (even in the early
grades), which moves them on a trajectory of eit@rduct problems or withdrawal
behaviors .Longitudinal research on health inde#bat living in poor conditions over a
prolonged period of time tends to deplete energgme capacity and leads to negative
emotional states such as anxiety, depression, asiility, which in turn, lead to poorer

relationships with family members and friends, @@ey et al.2001a, ) .

Separate studies documented similar trenddgandawhere widows are only allowed
25% of the estate of the deceased husband whenitheo will while all children, even
if they are illegitimate, are entitled to 75%. lmebry this applies to girls as well as to
boys, however, reports indicate that, in practfeejale children may often not inherit.
When husbands do make a will, the general tendenty leave their property to their
children not the widow, hence the concern of theltof the situation of children from
widows in Western Kenya. A study conducted in 20@@der IFAD’s on Gender
Strengthening Programme in Eastern and SoutheritéAfiound that only 10% of
Ugandan husbands with wills leave property to theues in trust for the children. The

remaining 90% left it to the children with the stigtion that the mother should be taken
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care of. However, the study reports that, in pcactoften widows are dispossessed of
their farmland and other assets. Eventually, mameyfarced to return to the homes of
their parents or brothers. Some become subordinates of their deceased husband’s
brothers. This exacerbates the situation of povamty desperation among widows (IFAD

1998).

A 1998, IFAD study in the Zanzan Region of fiete d’lvoirenoted a similar pattern.
Except for Lobi women, others there have accessimthrough their husbands, and may
have their own plots as well as their own cropstlo@ family farm. Women even
sometimes plant tree crops. Inheritance amongthtii@ groups, except the Mande, is
matrilineal and patriarchal. This means that if biisband dies, his assets are inherited by
his nephews on his mother’s side. The widow eitharries the heir or returns to her own
family, leaving her children. However, if the widdwas older children who can help with
the farming, she can continue to work the familyrfaThe women in the study noted that

a widow without children was particularly disadvaged (Ibid).

A similar study by FAO/IFAD inGhanaagain found that women’s access to land, as in
Uganda and the Ivory Coast, was through their hdhaWidows with young sons may
be permitted to keep lands that their husbandsegssd, farming the land on behalf of
their sons until the latter are old enough to teker. If they have no children, or have
only daughters, the women are likely to lose glhts to the land. Apparently, even in the
case of widows with sons, the land the househadipusly held may be reduced, if so
decided by the head of the extended family. WidaoWweritance now means that the
inherited widow and her children are deprived oy &rtile lands that they previously

farmed. Apparently these widows are often not waken care of Over 70% of
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participants in a 1998 workshop in Ghana identitieel practice of widow inheritance as
a major obstacle to household food security. Theaich of this is felt in early childhood

education participation and provisions which by &rde lie on the hands of families and
communities due to negligible contributions of m@wyernments particularly, Kenya. In
such scenarios women are left desperate and ahilizavily bear the brunt especially

young ones (IFAD 1998), hence poor participatiokamly Childhood settings.

2.5: Widow Inheritance, Parental Involvement and Reponsibility on Participation
on ECE

The literature review in this section is concermatth the effects widow inheritance,

parental involvement and responsibility have ondrbn’s education rights.

2.5.1 Widow inheritance Parental Involvement and Edy Childhood Education

Given that most of children’s development and da@ton occur within two primary
contexts, families and schools, it seems intuitiiat linking these two spheres of
influence so that they are mutually reinforcing goehtly supportive of children’s
progress would yield many positive results for @reh. Home settings in particular play
a pivotal role in influencing early childhood panrhance with the mother being the first
teacher of his or her child stimulating languagd anellectual development .This was
noted in a study conducted by Bee and her asesciseking to evaluate the effects of
IQ and language development via-a vis family egg{evel of stress, maternal
education and social support indicated that théitguzf mother- and child interaction in
the home setting was one of the best predictoravaty age tested, (Epstein 1987).
Inherited mothers have low quality social interactwith their children, thus affecting

their education due to low self-esteem.
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A study by Epstein (1987) revealed that the mofgdcéf/e families and schools share
responsibilities for the children in their caredams a consequence, a portion of their
work must be conducted collaboratively. She documehat families are indeed
important for student success in school. If paredggelop understanding of school
programs and policies, they will develop familigrin interacting with teachers and a
greater capacity for monitoring their children'sogness and responding to their
problems. Teachers are expected to develop diveeshanisms for communicating with
parents and an ability to tap the parent networleltoit family views on children's

progress (Epstein, 1995)

In their analysis of middle grades achievement,elcample, Esther H and Willms D
(1996), identified four basic types of involvemenvo are based at home, two at school:
discussing school activities, monitoring out-of-agh activities, contacts with school
staff and volunteering and attending parent-teacbaferences and other school events.
They put an interesting spin on this distinctiorhar study. She grouped involvement by
whether parents were active and “in charge,” osipasand reacting to the school.” It
was noted that quality active involvement provideéddemic growth for both the child

and the school in general

Williams D, B,(1998) used an educational produttimodel based on Walberg’'s H,
research (1984) and noted that parent effort: ctsitavith school, expectations of
student, and discussions with student, instructi@goport: how much time student
spends learning outside school, environmental stppearning at home, knowing
student’s friends, and out-of-school activities Had reaching benefits for children.

Taken as a whole, these studies found a positidgecanvincing relationship between
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family involvement and benefits for children, indlng improved academic achievement.
This relationship holds across families of all emmic, racial/ethnic, and educational
backgrounds and for students at all ages. .Amoegtidies reviewed here, the benefits
for students include: higher grade point averages scores on standardized tests or
rating scale, enrollment in more challenging acadgrograms, more classes passed and
credits earned, better attendance, improved behavibome and at school, and better

social skills and adaptation to school.

The Gutman and Midgley (2000), study of fifth- aetkth-grade students from 62
families in a Michigan district found that parentvolvement as a single variable did not
appear to be related to students’ grades. It eesting, however, that their definition of
parent involvement (talking to students about sthobecking homework, attending
events and volunteering) contains factors that @altés and others found were not
significantly related to achievement but positwetlated to positive attitudes toward
school, behavior and social development A simdardy found that some forms of
parent involvement with the school (communicatiasith school, volunteering, attending
school events, parent-parent connections) appeardtwve positive effect on student
achievement, especially in elementary school. Was interpreted to mean that when
parents of struggling or children are not doing lwgdrovide more help at home by
supervising them more and seeking help from thedclyains was realized in reading

and psycho-social development( Lee S and Mill@001)

Programs and interventions termed outreach to pammeasured how much teachers
communicated with parents of low-achieving studaht®ugh meeting face to face,

sending materials on ways to help their child ahb@nd telephoning both routinely and
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when their child was having problems. Several ne$eais found that teacher outreach to
parents of low-performing students was relatedriproved student achievement in both
reading and math. In schools where teachers repbith levels of outreach to parents,
test scores grew at a rate 40 percent higher thachHools where teachers reported low
levels of outreach. Such schools engaged famitiesipporting their children’s learning
at home .Either through home visits or classescainéral location; mothers learn ways to
stimulate their children’s mental, physical, andosional development at home. The
program includes early education, parenting edooathealth services, and family
support services. The more homework students ceethl the better their grades in
language arts (Epstein, Simon, and Salinas, 1998rhools where teachers reported
high levels of outreach to parents, test scorew gitea rate 40 percent higher than in

schools where teachers reported low levels of aatre

Summing up, early childhood, preschool, and kindegmn programs that train parents to
work with their children at home tend to have diigant, positive effects. Children’s

grades and ratings from teachers tend to improgdatiiger they are in the program, and
they make greater gains than children not in theggam. The studies that compared
levels of involvement found that achievement inseshdirectly with the extent to which
parents were engaged in the program (Epstein é9&r). Children from all family

backgrounds and income levels made gains. In s@®esdahe children having the most

difficulty in school made the greatest gains (Ibid)

Such simple programs as weekly homework assigrsmnienwhich students engage their
parents are linked to improved grades for elemgraad middle grade children (Voorhis

2001). One study shows that if schools fully adeetl-designed practices to engage
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families, their children’s test scores tend to @&l attendance improves (Epstein et al.
1995). Standards based reform practices are mkedy [to have a positive effect on

children’s test scores when teachers communicgtdasy with parents.

The responsibilities that women have to bear ars# i@hildren affect their right of access
to education, employment and other activities egldb their personal development. They
also impose inequitable burdens of work on wom@gAW, 2003). The number and
spacing of their children have a similar impactwomen’s lives and also affect their
physical and mental health, as well as that of tti@idren. Children of women inherited
are at a greater risk of loosing some or all thgints as the adopted fathers may feel less
compelled to ensure that their rights are proteciée first casualties of these rights are
likely to be education, health, property ownersaig play time as they get allocated

other duties instead of being left to play andiq@EDAW, 2003).

2.6 Theoretical Framework

2.6.1 Introduction

The various theories in the study include cultuedtivism, (Tomasevski 1993), natural
rights and universalism theory, (Pagden, 2003).0Withheritance is based on the theory
of cultural relativism where the culture of a peogepends on the circumstances that the

community is facing.

The right to early childhood education is basedtlo& theory of natural rights and
universalism. Children, whether belonging to ondath parents have a right to enjoy all
their fundamental rights. The parents of such &alhether they are the natural parents

or otherwise have an obligation to safeguard &l rilghts of the child. By extension,
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universalism theory presupposes that every humargbes a right to enjoy all those

rights that accrue to him/her by virtue of beiniguman being.

2.6.2 Cultural Relativism Theory (Tomasevski, 1993)

‘The conventional view that women'’s rights are eliéint from and separate from human
rights has impeded action to uphold the basic sigind fundamental freedoms of women
as human beings, (Tomasevski, 1993). For thosepuhsyfoot about human rights in the
name of ‘cultural sensitivity’, this reluctanceusderstandable but not justifiable as the
international human rights standards, which inclutte eradication of gender
discrimination is binding on all governments’. Aralture and tradition only to be seen as
impediments to the realization of women’s naturghts? Culture and tradition appear
primarily in their role as obstacles to human rggévidenced by practices such as female
genital mutilation, child marriage and female sexfuaion. These cultures which are
chosen to typify these impediments are in Africajador Latin America rather than in
western civilizations, (Jolly, 1996). Various statke China have claimed, in opposing
UN and US criticisms of their human rights recomt aattempted sanctions against
human rights abuses through aid and developmexiegtes that these practices are based

on deep cultural practices that have been in engstéor ages, (Ibid).

Ancestral values and cultural relativism may thasrépressive thereby creating conflict
between male and female subjects, whereby traditomes to stand for female
subordination and human rights female liberatidmisTargument may be extended to the
cultural practice of widow inheritance among theoLWihis practice has been associated
with the repression of the rights of the widowsthe same vein, widows with children

that are inherited are at risk of having their tighiolated. Most Pacific women have in
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the past successfully negotiated those invidioysositions which equate tradition with
women’s oppression and modernity with women’s Bbien by simultaneously claiming
greater powers in both. The particularly powerfehtiments generated by domestic
violence threaten such past efforts in so far ay tend to situate men on the side of
tradition and cultural relativism and women on #ide of the human and universalism,

(Jolly, 1996).

Such insidious perceptions can only be challengeddmen insisting that human rights
are not necessarily inconsistent with culture adition. Societies should appropriate and
indigenize notions of the *human’ to suit their dcontext and insist that tradition is not
a static burden of the past but something createthé present. Therefore, culture should
not be an excuse for the denial of rights to ckidor any other human being for that
matter or otherwise. In essence, culture shouldubed for the sole purpose of

propagating the rights of individuals and societyaavhole, (Jolly, 1996).

This implies that the rights of widows to make theivn decisions are infringed upon as
stated under the natural rights theory if they camtecide the education of their children
once they are inherited. Every human being is ssggbdo be born free and enjoy
universal rights to life, liberty, property acquish among others. However, due to
different cultural dispensations, these rights adgusted by the different cultures to
reflect the reality on the ground and not necelystoilow the universal concept. Where
the rights of the widows to make marital decisi@e curtailed, there is the likely
consequence of violating the various rights of ¢thédren especially the young ones.
Children who do not fully enjoy their rights ar&dly to be ill prepared to take up ECE

with the right frame of mind, (Jolly, 1996).
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2.6.3 Universalism/Natural Rights Theory

Jason & Robert (2003), in a study on the care sfefochildren are concluded that in
order to better understand how a foster child retesgy interactions with different
situations in his environment in which they resimmprising of the nuclear family,
extended family, foster family, foster agency amadirt among others, human ecology
theory can be a useful framework. The theory hasn becommended for understanding
interactions of persons within multiple environngeanhd has been suggested for use in
understanding foster care to uncover gaps in cédmerevthe needs of the children are
unmet, (George, Wulczyn & Hardin 1999). Often tharieus members of the
environment work in ignorance of or at odds witle tther members, which results in

less effective involvement with the children (Imiidack, 1988).

Jason et al. (2003), examining foster childrenries noted that it is analogous to
examining the vital signs of fish living within sopd. The health of the fish indicates
ecosystem strengths, weaknesses, and what chamgeseled. Similarly, the stories of
the children can serve as indicators of what igsonot helpful to them during their
experience in foster care. This approach is gaipwyularity in family research as it has
challenged the limitations of traditional scierttifnquiry and allowed for alternate ways

of knowing about and learning from families (Dolye999).

Jennie et al. (2009) in a study on child labourSiouth America noted that northern
societies tend to separate childhood from adulth&edping children dependent while
adults assume the economic maintenance of theyfaffitiey also noted that in southern
societies, family unity, solidarity, care and respibility for the extended family equip

children to play more mature roles at an earliex @gyers, 2001). What is in the best
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interests of the child may not be in the best egty of the family and may be to the
detriment of others by failing to consider the lwl@aneeds of a community, the elderly,

lone parents, and parents with HIV or child-healdedseholds, Jennie et al. (2009).

2.7 Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework is a diagrammatical repriegion of the relationships among
the study variables. A study where one variablexigected to influence another variable
is deemed to have a predictor or independent Jariabd a respondent or dependent
variable. This study has the variables of widowenitance (predictor) and rights of
children (predictor) aged 3-9 years and their inpat ECE (independent variable) as

depicted in figure 2.1.

In determining how widow inheritance has affected tights of the children, the study
focused on the extent to which the rights of thédobn were affected. The concept of
widow inheritance is a cultural phenomenon drivgntlhe perception that a woman
requires the protection of the society which impleale protection. Those widows who
have children and especially those born in theiptevrelationship are likely to suffer as
the widow focuses on the new marriage. This idyike affect the ECE of the children of
inherited widows such as nutrition, health and glaye among others. These variables

are expected to reflect the following conceptuairfework.
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Figure 2.1: Perceived impact of widow inheritanc®n the educational rights of

preschoolers.
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Widow inheritance as a variable is expected taigrice the rights of the children such as
nutrition and health care, play and participatipmperty rights and participation and
lastly parental involvement which will have an irsp@an ECE. The culture of widow
inheritance where children are involved has beesented to have an adverse effect on
how the children enjoy their rights and by extensidfect their ECE. Foster families as
discussed earlier have been identified as havinly &gositive or negative influence on
the lives of the children. This study is expectedidentify the effects of widow
inheritance as a cultural practice on its influeocethe quality of life of the children

reflected by how their rights are protected or othge and how it affects their ECE.

2.8  Summary of Literature Review

The existing literature has indicated that the ept®f children’s rights has borrowed
heavily from the concept of human rights. Accordiogthe Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, all human beings are born free awndledhis implies that a child, as an
individual is expected to inherit naturally, thentman rights that accrue to him/her at the
moment of birth. Culturally, the society is thenefe@xpected to observe its customs but
not interfere with the rights of the child. Any tudal practice that may have an adverse
effect on the rights of a child is therefore contre the natural laws as well as the civil
laws and statutes of the country. Widow inheritaasea cultural practice subjugates the
rights of the woman as she may cede the right teendecisions. In instances where the
rights of an adult woman may not be upheld, therevery reason to believe that the
rights of the child are at greater risk. This nskreases more so for those children who
are not in a position to fight for their rights.i$tstudy has included those children in the

ages of 3-9 years who are at greatest risk of lga¥ieir rights violated.
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CHAPTER THREE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
The section provides a detailed description of tbe requisite data was obtained and
analyzed to provide comprehensive report on thaystlihe sub themes include research
design, target population, data sampling, instrusjetata collection methods and data

analysis procedures.

3.1 Research Design

The study adopted a descriptive survey design. &dinger (1993), survey designs are
important in answering research questions by progidletailed reliable reports and
statistical information to policy makers and sodaientists about current of population
(Kothari, 2006). Survey designs are also calledretation or explanatory studies
denoting their tendency to reveal connections atationships between variables without
manipulating them. It focuses on what can be oleskon the ground noting how widow
inheritance has influenced widows’ rights to prapeoswnership and how education

rights of inherited widows’ children have been patéd or violated.

3.2 Target population

According to Boug and Gull (1989), target populatis about, all members of real or
hypothetical set of people or events. The studyseasiucted in Ugenya District in Siaya
County in Nyanza Province. It had a total numbed® ECE centres and 53 primary
schools in number. The District has a populatioraledut 650,000 of whom 65% are
women of whom 35% (2,275) are widowed, out of wHi88 (449) are inherited (KBS,

2010).
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3.3 Study Population

Pre-school children of the inherited widows are 1ti@st vulnerable .This is due to their
tender age The repercussions of Widow Inheritammpgrdizes their psychological
make-up, heightens their vulnerability levels andréases impoverishment as they
solely depend on the capacity of the already- poothers to provide basic needs of
survival who were interviewed . Widows who are @vé been inherited in Ugenya
District from the large women population were taege Women Organization and Social
Welfare Groups empowering this population as wsllt@achers handling preschool
children were also be included in the study. Thisueed that study participants were
information rich and in the best position to previadequate data that met the purpose of

the study and answered the research questions.

3.4 Sampling Procedure and Sample Size

The study focused on widows who had been inhenitédfyenya District as they were the
people who were likely to be information rich redjag the consequences of being
inherited and how this affected their children’sueation. To identify the study

population, the researcher used snowballing amdifstd sampling techniques. Snowball
or referral sampling is where the current respohdefers the researcher to other
respondents who meets the criteria of the reseaféwthari 2006). Inherited widows

were interviewed after been identified by the Pmoial Administration department.

Stratified random sampling technique gives a goeprasentation of the population
(Santrock , 2005). It involved dividing the popudat into stratas based on the , 4

Locations in Ugenya district namely East Ugenya&stWUgenya, South Ugenya and
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North Ugenya Locations, from which equal number oéspondents were chosen

(Kothari,2006).

Table 3.1: Target population and Sample Frame

| Categories of Target Population Sample Siz Percentage (%
respondents
Inherited widows } 44 50 11
Preschool children of 7 75 75 13

inherited widows

Widow Support Group 2 2 14 5
leaders

Preschool Teachers ) 1z 25 2
Total ) 134 200 100

Source: District Provincial Administration Officeggnya District (2012).

3.5.1 Sampling Design

Schindler et al (2000) asserts that the basic adlesampling is that by selecting some of
the elements in a population, conclusions may l@evarabout the entire population.
Sekaran (2000) concurs with this view, stating thgt studying the sample and
understanding the characteristics of the samplejoitld be possible to generalize the

characteristics to the population elements.

In the study, stratified random sampling was useslit gave a total representation and

generalization of findings to the general populati®ampling has several advantages
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including lower costs, greater accuracy of resaittd faster speed of data collection. The
ultimate test of a sample design is how well itresents the characteristics the
population it purports to represent. In this respeidows were identified from school

administration offices and the widow support groups

3.6 Data Collection Instruments

This study adopted the use of questionnaires, interveshedules, focus group

discussions, story guide and secondary data.

3.6.1 Questionnaires

Questionnaires were designed for teachers hangtesgchool children. Questionnaires as
tools of research are widely used in educationaliss to get information about current

conditions, practices, attitudes and opinions iguack and precise manner (Lovell and

Lawson, 1970). It allows data collection from larg@mples of preschool teachers in
diverse regions, in a confidential, quick and néamsbmanner regarding the children’s

situation, participation and involvement of inhedtwidows in preschool activities. Open

and closed-ended questions were ideal. Closed-aqakestions were used to obtain both
personal and specific details from respondentsenvbpen-ended questions were used
where explanations and personal opinion was betuglg. The questionnaires were

administered by the research assistant who wagjeddsy the researcher.

3.6.2 Interview Schedule
An interview schedule involves presentation of aralbal stimuli and reply in terms of
oral —verbal responses (Kothari, 2000). It makegosgsible to obtain data required to

meet specific objectives of the study, allows stadization of questions and collection
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of information that cannot be directly observedsodifficult to put down in writing such
as historical information. Besides, it enabled aesleer to gain control over the line of
guestioning, provides high reliability of the infoation gathered, is systematic, time
saving and comprehensive. An interview schedulé watevant questions was prepared
and administered to individual who were teacherd amdows or have once been
inherited to obtain information on economic statdidamilies, capacity to provide for
preschool education, involvement and participatiemels in preschool education,

challenges and consequences on child’s successsaohol.

3.6.3 Story telling

This was of special concern to this study whichgsduntricate information from minors
(children). The stories were designed to allowraxtgon, accord children opportunity to
tell their experiences to others regarding schgoind home condition®ral data was
collected from the children in the form of storylit). The researcher told stories of
experiences of other children of widows and howythad been affected by their new
situations. Children were requested to respondotoesleading questions or tell their
experiences, views and opinions. Children’s stagditions of their individual life
experiences, including interaction with their neathers was collected by recording their
stories on tape or CD’s. The stories were recoiddte form of voice data using a tape

or disc recorder

3.6.4 Focus Group Discussion (FGDs)
According to Wamahiwet al (1995), FGDs are suitable for obtaining data ooug
attitudes and views towards the general socio-aoanand political situation. FGDs are

also effective in bringing to the surface intricataltural issues with educational
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implication particularly those considered sensitiaad/or controversial by some
informants. In this study, any Women Support Grougmber seconded by the widows
or the chief to clarify any issue was accommodatedhe discussion. But more
importantly, this approach was more ideal in gettiWwomen Support Group Leaders
(WSGLs) to talk about the challenges the widow®diaim educating their children with
regards to school provision, their motivation dandolvement levels. The role and
priorities of such Women Support Groups (WSGs) aitér organizations in promoting
children’s right to education, the challenges emtered in empowering women and as

well possible remedies.

3.7 Data Collection Procedures

3.7.1 Preparation

The researcher sought an introductory letter froenWniversity and this was used to get
a permit from National Council for Science and Trealbgy (NCST). This was then
presented to the County Director of Education’$ig®@fin Siaya County and various
District Education Offices in Ugenya to authoribe tstudy. The investigator eventually
reported to the preschool head teachers and disegiaing them briefs on the intended
study, using this chance to create rapport. Date® wcheduled by the investigator to
administer questionnaire to teachers and condtetview sessions with children which

ran concu rrently.

3.7.2 Pre-testing of Research Instruments
The purpose of pre-testing was to assess claritigeoinstruments, validity and reliability
of each of the items in the questionnaire and Bilify\a of language used in the

instruments (Mulusa, 1988).
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3.7. 3 Validity of research instruments

Validity is the accuracy and meaningfulness ofitiferences made based on the results
of the study It is the accuracy with which the instrument measthat which it is
intended to measure. According to Mislevy (2004)jdity should be based upon careful
analyses by several specialists and not on thediug judgment of only one specialist. In
this study, content validity was used to determsgstematic error in the data and the
relevance of the content that instruments purpgortsieasure. To ascertain suitability of
the content validity of the research instrumentshaf proposed study, the researcher
presented the instruments to the supervisors in Btecation Communication and
Technology Department for expert judgment. The super appraised the instruments.
This was in agreement with (Boug & Gal 1989), whggest that the research supervisor
could be consulted for validation of the content tbé research instruments. The
supervisor gave his suggestions on the tools aadpénts that did not measure were
discarded while some were improved. Subsequettily,research instruments were
piloted in the field to verify the in depth of thentent validity prior to actual study.

In addition, pre testing was done to improve onitiseruments; the researcher distributed
the questionnaires to teachers and women groupre&or completion. She picked them
later to assess, whether the responses answeredsegrch questions. Interviews were

also held with inherited widows and children.

3.7.4 Reliability of Research Instruments
Reliability is a measure of the degree to whichrésearch instruments yield consistent
results or data after repeated trials. It seekpravide dependable and unambiguous

information (Mugenda and Mugenda 2003). Thereforeliable instrument is one that
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consistently produces the expected results wheth meee than once to collect data from
two samples randomly drawn from the same populafltre test- re test approach was
used, according to (Mugenda and Mugenda, 199@) aproach involved administering
the same instrument twice to the same group okestdbpt different times. Nachmias and
Nachmias (1996), in addition states that the imsémt was administered at different

times and then computed the correlation betweemtbesets of scores.

The questionnaires used in the study were distirt a population similar to the target
population used in the study. The questionnairesttfe teachers were issued and the
instruments were completed and collected. After weeks another set of questionnaires
were distributed to the same group/population aicted. Then, a correlation and co-
efficient was calculated to test reliability. Intesw schedules were also held at intervals

of two weeks and the results to ascertain if thdifigs were the same.

3.8 Data Collection

Questionnaires were filled as the researcher waitearing misconceptions and
misunderstandings. Arrangements were later madéhaoany remaining tools were
collected within the week to reduce mishandling amdplacement of questionnaires.
Schedule of activities conducted by the investigatad research assistants were drafted,
showing activities to review, to uphold successes$ ta address failures on a daily work
plan so as to tackle areas that needed improverDefiberations on viable approaches
and Challenging issues were included and usedffiecteve planning. After collection of
instruments they were examined for completenesspoehensiveness, consistency and
reliability. The researcher used the services of the reseasidtaass to administer the

interviews. The research assistants were four mhar so that for each strata, each
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research assistants was expected to interviewwidews. The research assistants then
moved to the next strata until all the strata’sevexhausted. The filled schedules were
then handed over to the researcher at the endcbfasy. The exercise was expected to
cover a maximum of four days for administering ithierview schedules by the research

assistants.

To corroborate data, research assistants also ctattithe interviews with the teachers
who dealt with the children of inherited widows amigbhaned children whose mothers
had been inherited. The research assistants werectexi to interview at least two
individuals from each category for each stratum intak total of eight interviewees. The
investigator also conducted story telling sessiwith children. As this category of

respondents was highly sensitive, the researcheghtoconsent from the parents,
teachers and guardians of the children beforetiiidren participated in the studiiso a

focused group discussion with Women Support Groemiders and Leaders was conducted.

3.9 Data Analysis Procedures

Editing to assure accuracy and reliability of thBormation contained in transcripts, was
helpful in raising accuracy of information and emsg that all desired information was
conceptualized, coded and verified to reduce posgibf mismatch between available
information and what was intended to be capturepeasesearch questions (Kombo and
Tromp 2006). After information screening, arrangatmef data collected was done, to

ensure logical ordering, linking themes and grogmhcoherent information.

Quantitative data analysis involved the use ofiSteal Package for Social Science
(SPSS). SPSS is known for its ability to procesgdaamounts of data given its wide

spectrum of statistical procedure which was purfutlyedesigned for social sciences.
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This was applied to run descriptive data to prod@i@muency distributions and
percentages Charts and tables were produced ysiegdsheet applications such as Ms-
Excel. Scores of respondents in each item was ¢gutlegive overall score and then
converted to percentage expressed as fractioneobwerall score. This helped reduce
massive amount of information that was obtaineda®eas then summarized, organized
according to research questions, presented intivareorm where possible in tabular

forms indicating averages, frequencies and pergesta

3.10 Ethical Considerations

According to Mugenda and Mugenda (1999), ethicakaterations are important for any
research. In this study, the research ethics waswed by an Ethics Board to ascertain
ethical guidelines for conducting the researchhst ¢thical values are not violated. Such
issues included proper conduct of the researchengithe research process, avoidance
of plagiarism and fraud, confidentiality and priyaaf the information obtained from the
respondents, avoidance of physical and psycholbaran to the respondents (especially
that the study was dealing with minors), obtaimmefuntary and informed consent from

the respondents and dissemination of the finditigse values were strictly adhered to.
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CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the results obtained fromattaysis of the study, it begins with
demographic characteristics of the respondentiyweld by variables on influence of
widow inheritance on nutrition and health care artipipation of children in ECDE, on
play and participation of children on ECDE; on prdy rights and participation of
children in ECDE and lastly on parental involvemamtearly childhood education

matters in Ugenya District

4.2 Questionnaire Return Rate
The study sought to determine the questionnairporese return rate among inherited

widows and preschool teachers. The study reswdtprasented in table 4.1.

Table 4.1 Questionnaire Return Rate

Category Sample Response Total Response
size frequency Rate (%)
male female
Inherited widows 50 0 50 50 66.7
Pre school teachers 75 8 17 25 33.3
Total 125 8 67 75 100

The study realized questionnaire rate of 100% @0&nong inherited widows. All the
inherited widows were women by nature. Furtherlymis indicate that out of 75
teachers 25 (20%) filled the questionnaires andrmetl. Out of the 25(20%) teachers

who filled the questionnaires 8 of them were makelevl7 were female. The response
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rate of teachers was low due to the fact that stmaeher were out on teachers’ strike.
Some schools also did not have adequate numbehitufren attending ECDE and
therefore making it difficult to trace their teachie Another limitation was the timing for
the ECDE centres which close their operations B0 Jp.m making it hard to find
teachers in the afternoon. Widows were easilylalvla due to the fact that most of them
are housewives concerned with house chores andtateldren; therefore are found at

home most of the time.

4.3 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

The study sought to highlight the demographic attaréstics of the target population,
who included inherited widows, children of inheditesidows and teachers dealing with
children of inherited widows. The data helped implaiing certain characteristics that
influence children’s participation in ECDE, Thedearacteristics included, composition
by gender, age, educational and professional dqeatidns as well as teaching

experience. The findings obtained are presentéabie 4.2.

4.3.1 Distribution of Respondents Composition by Geler
The study aimed to investigate the respondent ceitipo by gender. Results obtained
are presented in table 4.2.

Table 4.2 Gender of Pre school Teachers Respomde

Frequency Percent
Male 32 32
Female 68 68
Total 100 100
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From the study it is confirmed that out of the @wgents who participated, 17(68%)
were female, while 8(32%) were male, this is andatbr that most of the pre schools
teachers are female due to their motherly oriestais confirmed by a study done by

UNESCO 2010. While for the inherited widows it vaagomatic 100% women.

Table 4.3 Age Bracket of the Respondents(Pre-scHdeachers and Widows)

Age Bracket Widows Preschool teachers

Frequency Percentage fFrequency Percent

20-29 yrs 13 52
21-30 yrs 13 26
30-39 yrs 9 36
31-40 yrs 15 30
40-49 yrs 3 12
41-60 yrs 22 44
Total 50 100 25 100

The study aimed at establishing the age of theoredgnts (pre-school teachers and

widows). The information obtained is presentethlvie 4.3.

The study findings revealed that 13(52%) of th@oeslents were in the age bracket of
20-29 years, 9(36%) of the respondents were imagjeebracket of 30-39 years, while the
remaining 3(12%) of the respondents were in thebageket of 40-49 years. This is an
indicator that there are more young people who lained preschool teaching due to

many training opportunities available as compacetthére before.

Amongst the widows who were interviewed, 22(44%jev@ the age bracket of 41- 46
years old, 15(30%) were in the age bracket of 3}ets, while the remaining 13(26%)

were in the age bracket of 21-30 years. This cheldattributed to the high prevalence
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rate of HIV amongst the married couples leadinghtwe deaths of people in their 40’s.

It is also attributed to the fact that most of tteenmunities still keep to the culture of
widow inheritance leading to the spread of HIV.
4.3.2. Highest Level of Education for the Respondén(Pre school teachers and

Widows)

The study sought to find out the highest level ddi@tion and professional qualification

plus teaching experience of the pre-school teachmdswidows. The study findings are

presented in table 4.4.

Table 4.4 Highest Level of Education for the Respmlents ( Pre school teachers and

Widows)

Preschool teachers Widows
Level of education Frequency Percen-
Male Female Total tage Frequency Percentage

Primary 0 0 0 25 50
Secondary (O’level) 2 6 8 32 25 50
Secondary (A’Level) 0 3 3 12 0 0
Certificate training 4 7 11 44 0 0
Diploma training 2 1 3 12 0 0
Total 8 17 25 100 50 100

The study findings revealed that among the pre dcteachers, the highest level of
education attained as cited by 11(44%) of the nedeots had nursery teaching
certificate, 8(32%) of the respondents used foonr fcertificate without any training,
while an identical 3(12%) of the respondents hadakded level certificate with P1

training certificate and ECD Diploma certificatespectively. This implies that most of
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the teachers have trained at the certificate lewel have acquired the basic skills of

handling young children in ECDE centre’s withouhning their level of education.

Among the widows who participated in this studye ttesults opinionated that out of
50(100%) have attained primary and secondary weatés respectively, this could be
attributed to cultural pressure from the familytbé deceased husbands, who still have
strong beliefs in the continuity of family lineagaed more it is more prevalent amongst
widows whose husbands died when they did not haxed employment. This made
them to accepted the culture of inheritance fordhke of economic empowerment and

protection.

4.7.3 The Number of Years in the Teaching PositiofiPre school teachers)
The study sought to find out the teaching expegeat the teachers in terms of the
number of years they have been in the positioresemsployment. The study findings are

presented in figure 4.1.

Frequency

14

14 -

12 A

10 A 3 M 1-5 Years
7 = 6-10 Years
7 21-25Years
] 2 1 M 25-30VYears

1-5 Years 6-10 Years 21-25Years 25-30 Years

o N B O ®

Figure 4.1 The Number of Years in the Teaching Pason (Pre school teachers)
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This is an indicator that due to many training appaties that have emerged in the
recent past, there are many young people who augting and joining the profession,
Also, this can be attributed to the many job opmaittes that have arisen due to creation
many nursery either supported by the public, peyatcommunity, faith based
organization or NGO’s. This is in line the govermheolicy on early childhood

education for young children.

4.3.3 Number of Years in the previous marriage (Wiows)

The study sought to establish the number of yelaeswidow lived with their late

husbands. The study findings are presented ite thb.

Table 4.5 Number of Years in the previous marriagéwWidows)

Frequency Percent
Over 16 23 46
10-15 20 40
5-9 7 14
Total 50 100

In trying to ascertain the number of years the wisithad in their previous marriages, the
study findings revealed that 23(46%) of the respotsl had been in their previous
marriage for over 16 years, 20(40%) of the respotsdiead been their previous marriage
for 10-15 years, while 7(14%) of the respondent$ lbeen their previous marriage for 5-

9 years. This is an indicator that most of the widdad been in the previous marriage
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for over 16 years. This is attributed to the fdattmost of them got married an earlier
age.

4.4: Impact of Widow Inheritance, nutrition and hedth care on participation of
children in ECDE in Ugenya District.

The study aimed at establishing the impact of widoheritance, nutrition and health
care on patrticipation of children in ECDE in Uger®astrict. The study findings are

presented in table 4.6.

4.4.1 Nutritional Status of the Children of inherited widows
The study aimed at finding out the nutritional gs&abf children of inherited widows in

ECDE centres. The study findings are presentedile4.6.

Table 4.6 Nutritional Status of Children of inherited widows

Frequency Percent
Good 9 36
Very Good 6 24
Average 6 24
Poor 4 16
Total 25 100

The study findings revealed that the nutritionatiss of children of inherited widows was
rated good by 15(60%) of the respondents, was rate@verage by 6(24%) of the
respondents, while 4(16%) of the respondents rétexs poor. This implies that in

general, the nutritional status of the childrema®d, this could be attributed to the fact
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that most of these widows practice subsistenceifgymand therefore have access to
enough and balanced food required by their childAdso the ECDE centre’s provide
feeding programmes which supplement the food ey tonsume at home. This has a
positive implication on the children’s participation ECDE centre. A well fed child
becomes energetic and actively get involved in ldgning activities thus improve

classroom performance.

4.4.2 Schools with feeding programmes

The study aimed at finding out the numbers of sthoo Ugenya district with feeding

programmes. The study results are presented inefij2.

M Yes

HNo

Figure 4.2 Schools with feeding programmes

From the findings it emerged that majority 40(808b)the schools had school feeding
programme, while 10(20%) of the schools did noteéh&his is an indicator that most of
the school administrators consider the value obstfeeding programme in enhancing

the concentration of children in school. Also tltbal feeding programme is supported
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by the local NGO’s to boost the nutritional statdschildren who come from the poor
families for effective learning. The fact that most the schools have feeding
programmes it implies that children’s nutritiondhtsis is boosted and thus lead to
effective participation in the learning activitieA malnourished child becomes wealk,
infected with childhood diseases leading to poatigpation in learning activities and

thus poor performance.

4.4.3 The Number of Children who have completed vamation/immunization

whose mothers are inherited.
The study sought to investigate the number of childvho have completely received

vaccines against early childhood diseases. Thiy $tadings are presented in table 4.7.

Table 4.7 The Number of Children who have completevaccination /immunization

whose mothers are inherited.

No. of children Frequency Percent
1-10 14 28
11-20 20 40
21-30 10 20
41-50 6 12
Total 50 100

Immunization coverage is key to the good healtlthofdren under the age of 5 years,
from the study findings, it was revealed that tlienber of children who had completed
vaccination/immunization amongst the mothers whoeweherited were in the range of
11-20 children as cited by 20(40%) of the respotgjdn the range of 1-10 children as
cited by 14(28%) of the respondents, in the rasfg&l-30 children as cited by 10(20%)

of the respondents and in the range of 41-50 @nlds cited by 4(12%). This implies
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that the rate of vaccination among the childrembérited widows is below average and
therefore the teachers should invite the healthkersrto take vaccines to schools. This
would increase the children’s rate of participationECDE because they would not be
weakened by the childhood diseases and thus wautetipate actively both in indoors

and outdoors activities. It would also lessenrthmber of times they miss school.

4.4.4 The Overall Health Status of the Children oinherited widows
The study aimed at investigating the general oudwappearance of children’s health

status. The findings are presented in table 4.8.

Table 4.8 The Overall Health Status of the Childrerof inherited widows

Frequency Percent
Average 11 44.0
Good 10 40.0
Poor 3 12.0
Very Good 1 4.0
Total 25 100.0

On the overall health status of the children, 1¥%%4f the respondents rated it to be
average, 10(40%) of the respondents rated it tgooel, 3(12%) of the respondents rated
it to be poor, while 1(4%) of the respondents ratéd be very good. This is an indicator
that the overall health status of most childreaverage, something that is attributed to

the good nutrition both at home and at schools #iso attributed to the fact that some of
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them are taken out for immunization that preventdblood diseases and that impacts

positively on their participation in ECDE.

4.4.5 The Concentration Levels of the Children ofnherited widows
The study aimed at finding out the concentratiorele of children of inherited widows

during learning activities. The study findings aresented in table 4.9.

Table 4.9 The Concentration Levels of the Childremf inherited widows

Frequency Percent
Moderate 10 40
Good 9 36
Poor 3 12
Very Good 2 8
Very Poor 1 4
Total 25 100

From the study findings it emerged that the conegion levels of the children of

inherited widows was moderate as cited by 10(40#4he respondents, 9(36%) of the
respondents cited that it was good, 3(12%) of #spondents cited that it was poor,
2(8%) of the respondents cited that it was verydgatile the remaining 1(4%) of the

respondents cited that it was very poor. Thisisndicator that most of the children did
not have high concentration level. This is an esattributed to the fact that they are
emotionally distressed due to loosing their biatagjifather. Also some of them were

infected with childhood diseases that made thenhdsgwn. A child who has low
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concentration level does not grasp the learnt qare&sily and thus leading to ineffective

learning..

4.4.6 How often the children of inherited widows @end school
The study sought to find out how often the childcgrinherited widows attend school
and how it impacts on their participation on ECOMBe study findings are presented in

table 4.10.

Table 4.10 How often the children of inherited widws attend school

Frequency Percent
Twice a week 8 32.0
Four times a week 7 28.0
Thrice a week 6 24.0
Five times a week 4 16.0
Total 25 100.0

The school attendance is one of the indicatorsishattributed to good health, and from
the study findings it emerged that children of widooften missed going to schools with
8(32%) of the respondents citing that they missettet a week, 7(28%) of the

respondents cited that they missed four times &kw@@4%) of the respondents cited
that they missed school thrice a week and 4(16%thefrespondents cited that they
missed school five times a week. This is an indicdhat most of the children miss

school at least twice a week. This is a factot thght be attributed to by sickness and
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refusal by parents so that they can remain at hantein activities aiming at earning

some income. This affects their effective partitipain ECDE.

4.4.7 Factors attributed to the absenteeism
The study sought to find out factors that attribiastdrequent absenteeism of children of

inherited widows from school. The study findinge presented in table 4.11.

Table 4.11 Factors attributed to the absenteeism

Responses
Frequency Percent

Reasons Refusal by parents 5 20
attributed to  Sickness 7 28
absenteeisfh Lack of food 4 16

Engaged in house 5 20

work

Lack of school Fees 4 16
Total 25 100

The reasons attributed to the absenteeism fromosdwp the children of inherited

widows, 7(28%) of the respondents cited due tongsk, 4(16%) of the respondents cited
due to lack of food, while a identical 5(20%) dit¢hat it was due to refusal by parents,
engagement in house work, 4(16%) cited that it duses to lack of school fees. At one

point when interviewing children, one child said:

“When | am sick, am told by my mother not to goctwal, but to take panadol and
sleep”. Quite a number of children had similar responsesjnaplication that their
parents were not able to give them proper mediaed.c On the contrary five children

said that when they are sick, their parents seeflicakeattention from a good health
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facility. This is an indication that the parents dot take the health of their children

seriously, a fact that could be attributed to fitiahconstraints.

From the findings, nutrition and health care willvie a slight negative impact on the
child’s education. A child who has not completetl fiaccination will be infected by
childhood diseases that will weaken her and thdaae concentration in class. It can also
lead to absenteeism that will interfere with leagii A well fed child is capable of
learning well since the immunity level is also b@ostherefore less diseases. While the
one who is not well fed will be weak and vulneralaled thus will not be able to
concentrate well. Therefore widows who are inhdrdad the inheritors don’t support the
nutrition and health care of the children affedtfdren’s education. Such children are
withdrawn and show apathy, (Poliit et al,1996). @e rare occasion when children
were being interviewed, one child saichdma gives the “ new” father good food without
vegetables and indeed a lot of it while we eat Jétle food and it is ugali and
vegetable”.Quite a number of children had similar answersratication that inherited
widows take good care of the inheritors nutritibpat the expense of their children.
This affected their learning at school becauseraghuchild cannot concentrate in class
well. On the contrary four children said that theew fathers could buy food and that

they had a lot of food to eat at home.

This is supported from the voice of a child whals&ilamabuys food, father doesn’t buy
food”. This is an indicator that it is only the motherantruggle to provide food for the

family.
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4.5 Widow Inheritance Play and Participation in EDDE

The study sought to find out the effect of widovhenitance, play and participation in

ECDE activities. The study findings are presentedhadhe table 4.12.

4.5.1 Frequency of children engagement in play
The study sought to find out how frequent the aleidof inherited widows are engaged

in play. The results are as presented in tabl2 4.1

Table 4.12 The frequency of the children being engad in play

Frequency Percent
Twice a week 12 48
Thrice a week 10 40
Four times a week 3 12
Total 25 100

From the study findings it emerged that among ti@&DE schools visited engaged
children in play twice a week as cited by 12(48%)he respondents, others did it thrice
a week as cited by 10(40%) of the respondents,enthié remaining schools engaged
them to play four times a week as cited by 3(12%the respondents. This implies that
their right to play has not been safeguarded aginedjand therefore teachers and parents
should provide for more play time to enable thddrtbih develop their cognitive skills
effectively. Children were denied most of the ptage due to the fact that the parents
engaged them in house hold chores and activitias ¢hn earn income. This had
negative impact on their educational rights duthéfact that children learn best through
play as cited by Jean Piaget (1962). Therefork tdcenough play time meant less

exploration and discoveries resulting in less lemn
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4.5.2 Children’s participation in the outdoor activties

The study aimed at investigating how active thédceén are during the outdoor activities.

The study findings are presented in figure 4.3.

Frequency
12 Tt
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8
8 .
B Active
6 B Moderate
4 )

a Less active

2 W \Very active
2 .
0 T T T 1

Active Moderate Less active Very active

Figure 4.3 The Children’s participation in the outdoor activities 67

From the study findings, it emerged that the cleitds participation in outdoor activities

was rated as active by 11(44%) of the respondantsjerate by 8(32%) of the

respondents, as less active by 4(16%) of the relgps and as very active by 2(8%) of
the respondents. This is an indicator that theigyaation in outdoor activities was

moderate due to lack of adequate play materiatsaritalso be attributed to the fact that
such children are emotionally stressed and withdramd therefore did not have the joy
to participate in the activities. In this case lsuwhildren learning would be affected
because children learn and discover more when éxpjore and participate actively.

Active participation instills the concept into thehild’'s memory which would be

otherwise in this case.
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4.5.3 Availability of enough play materials
The study sought to find out whether the childrémberited widows have enough play

materials both at home and at school. The studijirfgs are presented in table 4.13.

Table 4.13 Availability of enough play materials

Frequency Percent
Yes 20 40.0
No 30 60.0
Total 50 100.0

Most 30(60%) of the respondents disagreed thatckhldren had enough materials as
opposed to 20(40%) of the respondents who citettiiey had. This is attributed to the
parent’s inability to buy the play materials dueth@ low economic status. Also, the
schools are not able to buy enough play materiaéstd the large number of children.
Lack of enough play materials limited the childer@xploration and discovery, thus

limiting their learning.

4.5.4 Safeguarding of children’s right to play bothat home and at school

The study sought to establish whether the childreight to play is upheld or violated

both at home and at school. The study findinggpezeented in table 4.14.

From the study findings, it emerged that the cleifds right to play both at home and at
school was not safeguarded as cited by 18(64%)eofdspondents, while 32(36%) of the
respondents agreed that it was safeguarded. Thitrilsuted to lack of time for play and

lack of adequate playing materials. This impactezhatively on the children’s
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participation in ECDE as the children have the trigh physical play. Furthermore,

children learn best through play as they enjoy Seues.

Table 4.14 Safeguarding of children’s right to plg both at home and at school

Frequency Percent
Yes 18 36.0
No 32 64.0
Total 50 100.0

4.5.5 Influence of play on promotion of cognitivelslls of children of inherited

widows in schools
The study sought to find out the influence of ptay promotion of cognitive skills of

children of the inherited widows. The study fingsnare presented in the table 4.15.

Table 4.15 Influence of play on promotion of cognive skills of such children in

schools

Frequency Percent
Increased sense of 12 48
belonging
Improved 8 32
Socialization
Improved ability to 3 12
operate as a team
Improved self esteem 2 8
Total 25 100

From the study findings, it also emerged that 12¢#8f the respondents cited that play

increased the sense of belonging for such childB&2%) of the respondents cited that
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play improved socialization of such children, 3(1)28b the respondents cited that play
improved the ability of such children to operateaag®am, while the remaining 2(8%) of
the respondents cited that play improved the s&lesn of such children. During an

interview with children a child voiced out:

“Now our foster father comes around and finds ugiptg he retorts that we should stop
playing about and should go and help with househdidres”. Many children had

similar responses that most of the time they wavelved in household chores and never
had time to play. An implication that the rightptay was violated and that they were
exposed to a lot of child labour. They were neegitime to grow as children and learn

as children, affecting their participation in ediima, since children learn best through

play.

Lack of enough time to play affects children’s eahimn because children learn best
through playing, asserts Garvey, (1990). Also duprtay, their brain cells develop and
the more the brain cells, the more intelligent thdd becomes. Therefore, the findings
clearly indicate that play has negative impactton ¢hild’s learning. On the other hand,

children acquire more information and experienoenftheir environment through play.

4.6 Widow Inheritance, Parental Involvement and Paticipation in ECDE

The study aimed at establishing the effect of widaheritance, parental involvement
and participation in the ECDE. The study resutts @esented in table 4.16. From the
study findings it emerged that they attended scmoeétings as cited 17(34%) of the
respondents, they paid school fees as cited by6¥3)®f the respondents, they provided

learning materials as cited by 10(20%) of the respats, they disciplined the children as
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cited by 3(6%) of the respondents. This implies tiwe parents are not very reliable
when it comes to issues concerning school matieegal lack of time and money to buy

the needed materials.

Table 4.16 Reliability of parents of such childrerwhen it came to school matters

Responses
Flrequency Percent
Assessment Provision of learning 10 20
of materials
reliability ~ Paying of school fees 13 26
Attending school 17 34
meetings
Follow up of 7 14
performance in school
Disciplining of the 3 6
child
Total 50 100

Lack of learning materials in the classroom malkes ¢hild to feel ashamed and thus
becomes emotionally distressed leading to ineffeclearning. In the focus group
discussion, the support group leaders cited thegt support schools through provision of
learning materials like books, pencils and charfhey also said that they buy school
uniforms for those who could not completely affothis helped to increase children’s

participation in education.

4.6.2 Involvement of parents in provision of learmg materials

The study sought to investigate the involvementpafents in provision of learning

materials needed at school. The study findingaamgresented in table 4.17.

71



From the study findings it emerged that the parpragided uniform as cited by 22(44%)

of the respondents, the parents provided booksted oy 18(36%) of the respondents,
parents provided school bags as cited by 10(20%hefespondents. This implies that
there are other competing priorities that make timetbuy the items needed in school.
Worse still, the parents did not have enough mdodyy the needed materials as they

were living economically burdened.

Table 4.17 Involvement of parents in provision ofdarning materials

Learning materials Responses
Frequency Percent
Books 18 36
Uniform 22 44
School bag 10 20
Total 50 100

This affected the children’s participation in schoegatively due to lack of learning
materials. For instance a child with a torn schaoform would not feel free to mix with
others and participate in the activities due targhand thus, lacks the concept leading to

poor performance.

4.6.3 Parents as members of school committees

The study aimed at investigating if parents werenimers of any functioning school

committee. The findings are as shown in table 4.18
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From the study findings it emerged that most pararé members of committees as cited
by 32(64%) of the respondents as opposed to 18(86%)e respondents who cited that
they were not. This is attributed to the fact thyatvirtue of being a parent in the school,
one becomes a committee member in one way or anatfless the parent does not

attend school meetings.

Table 4.18 Parents as members of school committees

Frequency Percent
Yes 32 64
No 18 36
Total 50 100

For the parents who are members, they affect teidren’s learning positively due to
moral support while those who are not members &fteeir children’s learning

negatively for they do not get the moral support.

4.6.4 Ways in which parents are involved in their lildren’s learning

The study aimed at finding out ways in which pasenere involved in their children’s

learning and participation in ECDE. The study g are as presented in table 4.19.

From the study findings it emerged that the paremi® involved in children’s learning
by attending school meetings as cited by 20(40¢h@fespondents, through follow up
of their academic performance as cited by 10(20Pfherespondents, by paying school
fees as cited by 8(16%) of the respondents anddayding school uniform as cited by

12(24%) of the respondents. This implies that évell of parental involvement is a bit
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low which in return affects their children’s penfieaince. Follow up children’s academic
performance can result into fruitful participationECDE unlike in this case whereby

few parents did so.

Table 4.19 Ways in which parents are involved ineir children’s learning

Responses
Frequency Percent

By attending school 20 40

meetings

Follow up their 10 20

academic

performance

Providing school 12 24

uniform

Paying school fess 8 16
Total 50 100

For the parents who did not participate, their digih’s participation was affected

negatively.

4.6.5 Children’s reaction towards their foster fatlers
The study sought to find out how children of inketi widows reacted towards their

foster fathers. The results of the findings aresengéed in table 4.20.
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The children’s reaction towards their foster fathemas rated as good by 11(44%) of the
respondents, as average by 8(32%) of the respan@dert as poor by 6(24%) of the
respondents. This is an indication that most of ¢chiéddren were not happy with their
foster fathers due to the mistreatment from theththe fact that he was a stranger in the

family.

Table 4.20 Children’s reaction towards their fosterfathers

Frequency Percent
Good 11 44
Average 8 32
Poor 6 24
Total 25 100

They also viewed him as someone who had come to et their father had left. In

one rare instance when interviewing children, @agerchild said:

“Now my foster father tells me that | am a nuisawgeen | tell him that there is a
meeting in school’Other children also reported that their parenesnaltischool meetings
but very late. This implied that parents were fdty involved in their children’s
education due to lack of commitment, lack of fingnkack of time and also it could be
attributed to ignorance from the uneducated panehts view attending school meetings
as a waste of time. Lack of involvement in a clsl8arning lower her self esteem and

thus less concentration, leading to ineffectivdipigation in learning activities.
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From the findings, it is clearly indicated that mpsarents are not fully involved in the
children’s education and this impacts negativelytba children’s learning. Children
whose parents are not involved in their learning,ndt perform well as supported by
(Voorhis 2001). Therefore the children whose mathee inherited experience negative
impact on their education. Also children whose ptrare involved in learning attend
schools regularly unlike the rest and thus boosir therformance, (Epstein et al 1995).

Therefore widow inheritance and parental involvenagfect their children’s education.

4.7 Widow Inheritance Property Rights and Participaion on ECDE
The study aimed at finding out the influence of evidinheritance and property rights on

participation of children in ECDE.

4.7.1 Number of times the widow has been inherited

The study sought to find out the number of timaseavidows have been inherited. The

study findings are presented in table 4.21.

From the study findings it emerged that majority(8836) of the respondents have
inherited once, while 7(14%) of the respondentsehasen inherited twice. An indicator
that most of the widows have stuck to the firstemtor for the sake of satisfying the

traditional culture.

Table 4.21 Number of times the widow has been inhised

Frequency Percent
Once 43 86
Twice 7 14
Total 50 100
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4.7.2 Reasons why some widows are inherited sevetiahes
The study sought to find out reasons as to why samdews chose to be inherited

severally. The results are presented in table. 4.22

Table 4.22 Reasons for several inheritances

Frequency Percent

The foster husband was drunkard 4 57.1
and was not responsible
The foster husband thought that | 3 42.9

had money, but when he realized |
had nothing he decided to leave

Total 7 100

From the study findings the reasons attributedeteesal inheritances were that some of
the foster husbands were drunkards and hence sfansible as cited by 4(57.1%) of the
respondents, another reason was that the fostéahds thought that the widows had
money, but when they realized they had nothing tbegided to leave as cited by
3(42.9%) of the respondents. An indication thatomidnheritance as a cultural practice
has been commercialized and as such there has emergcligue of professional

inheritors who are mainly influenced by money. Hiere, when there is no money they
ran away. This affected children participationrEBGDE due to their negative emotional
development when they realized their mother briggiifferent men at different times.

During focus group discussion, with support groepders, one woman reported that

most widows opted for inheritance in order to gettemial support and sex satisfaction.

77



Others did it for cleansing so that their childweould not be cursed by the spirits of the

dead husband.

4.7.3 Source of income/livelihood for the widows

The study sought to find out the source of incooretie widows. The study findings are

presented in table 4.23.

Table 4.23 Source of income/livelihood for the winlvs

Frequency Percent
Farming 28 56.0
Business 22 44.0
Total 50 100.0

From the study findings it emerged that 28(56%thefrespondent’s source of livelihood
was farming, while 22(44%) of the respondent’s sewf livelihood was business. This
was an indicator that most of the inherited widamese subsistence crop farmers. The
participation of their children in ECDE was affattey the fact that at times they would
stop them from going to school inorder to helphia farm. On the other hand, it affected
them positively in that their parents had enougbdfdrom the farm to boost their
nutritional status leading to active participationECDE. The support group leaders in
their focused group discussion said that they gadesmall loans to the inherited widows

to start small business so as to be independendwgbrt their families.
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4.7.4 How death of your husband impacted on your ght to family property

The study sought to find out how the death of hodbaaffected the widows rights to

family property. The study findings are as presdnh table 4.24.

Table 4.24 How death of your husband impacted oroyr right to family property

Frequency  Percent

The brothers /family members of my 30 60
husband denied me access to his

property

Denied information about the 7 14
husband's property

There was no property to be inherited 7 14

and | had to depend on parents and
in-laws for support

Brothers claimed part of the property 3 6
and this limited my resources

| have access to my husband's 3 6
property

Total 50 100

From the study findings most 30(60%) of the reslamts cited that the brothers /family
members of their late husbands’ denied them sscte his property, an identical
7(14%) of the respondents cited that they weraedemmformation about the husband's
property and that there was no property to beritdteand they had to depend on
parents and in-laws for support respectively, wiyg another identical 3(6%) of the
respondents cited that brother in laws claimed pathe property and this limited the
resources and that they have access to theirHasgband's property respectively. With
most respondents citing denial of access to prggsran indication that the widows’
right to property is highly violated and this cresihegative relations between them and

their in laws, who in the long run refuse to suppbe children’s education. At the same
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time, denial of the right to property ownershipt léfe widows economically weak and
therefore could not take their children to bettelnaols, thus compromising quality of
education. They could also not be able to protigen with all the learning materials
needed, limiting their participation in learningisities.

4.7.5 How inheritance of family property affect theeducation of children of the

inherited widows
The study sought to find out how inheritance of ifgnproperty affects education of

children of the inherited widows. The study fingsnare presented in table 4.25.

From the study findings it emerged that inheritaméefamily property affected the
education of children due to lack of school feegitesd by 20(40%) of the respondents,
inability to provide their children with necessdegprning materials because there was no
property to be inherited as cited by 15(30%) of ibspondents, it was a problem giving
their children proper health care whenever theylccdall sick due to lack of funds as
cited by 10(20%). Further analysis also indicateat ©(10%) of the respondents cited
that they were not in a position to feed their dtgh with quality and quantity food.
Worse still, from the findings it was clearly indted that violation of the rights to own

family property by the widow strongly impacted ¢ thegative participation in ECDE.

From the study findings it emerged that 4(8%) ha& tespondents cited that they have
coexisted well with their foster husbands, 8(16%dhe respondents cited that their foster
husbands were caring and loving, 6(12%) of theardents cited that their foster
husbands were not good, not responsible and npinigethe family in any way, 4(8%) of

the respondents cited that their foster husband® wassisting in upbringing of the
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children, 2(4%) of the respondents cited thatrtfester husbands were assisting in

paying school fees.

Table 4.25 How inheritance of family property affet the education of children of

the inherited widows

Frequency Percent

| am unable to provide the necessary 15 30
materials needed for learning
Unable to take my children to a 20 40

good schools to get quality

education because there was no

money to pay school fees

It is a problem giving my children 10 20
proper health care when they are

sick due to lack of funds

With the little resources | am 5 10
unable to give my children quality
and quantity nutrition

Total 50 100

Another 3(6%) of the respondents cited that thestdr husbands were dictators and
forces things on them, 5(10%) of the respondered dhat their foster husbands were
always drunk and do not give them peace, 1(2%he@ftreéspondents cited that their foster
husbands provides clothing for the children, 7(14# not give them the freedom that

they deserve.

Further analysis indicated 10(20%) of the respotsleited that they always demanded

good food and complaining when served with vegetabhhd strong tea respectively.
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4.7.6 Experiences widows have with foster husbands
The study sought to establish the experiences itedewidows have with their foster
husbands as compared to their late husbands. TiHg 8hdings are presented in table

4.26.

Table 4.26 Experiences widows have with foster huabds

Responses
Frequency Percent

He is a caring and loving person 8 16

Assists in upbringing of the children 4 8

Assists in paying school fees 2 4

Not good. He is not responsible; not helping 6 12

the family in any way

Dictates and forces things on me 3 6

Does not give me the freedom that | deserve 7 14

We have existed well, he provides support in 4 8

terms of food and finance

Provides clothing for the children 1 2

Always demands good food and complaining 10 20

when | present vegetables and strong tea on

the table.

Always drunk and does not give me peace 5 10
Total 50 100

In general most of the foster husbands are nedligeth therefore not responsible. These
experiences affected the children participatioE@DE because they lacked both moral

and material support.
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4.7.7 Emergence of current husband as part of thamily

The study sought to establish if the current hudhanaccepted by the children of the
inherited widow as their ‘new’ father and as pdrthee family without hesitation. The

study findings are presented in figure 4.4.

60%

40%

0% MW Yes

EMo

0%
Seriesl

Yes

Figure 4.4 Emergence of current husband as part dhe family

It emerged from the study findings that close t¢42%) of the respondents agreed that
their families treated their current husbands as gfethe family as opposed to 29(58%)
of the respondents who disagreed. This an indicdtiat most of the foster fathers were
not accepted because of the ways they treatedhildren and also due to the fact that
they were strangers in the family. The childrerodtsund it difficult to call a stranger a
father yet they knew their father so well and krtbat he died. They also felt bitter on
seeing the new stranger wearing their late fatheldshes. This affected the children
emotional feelings leading to limited emotional d®pment which finally impacted

strongly on their performance and participatiof({@DE.
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4.7.8 Reasons for acceptance or denial of the neatHer

The study sought to investigate the reasons asyochildren accept or do not accept the
presence of the foster father as part of the familyre study findings are presented in

table 4.28.

From the study findings, it is realized that the#eo agreed that their families treated
their current husbands as part of the family amdbaing like the father to the children
and pays attention to their needs was cited by%j1&f the respondents, they felt bad
when they saw him putting on their late fatherstiobs was by 9(18%) of the

respondents. More still 10(20%) of the respondeited that the children felt bad and
could cry when they saw him beating up their mathéforse still, 20(40%) viewed him

as a stranger in the family, and 5(10%) opiniondtedfoster father as somebody who

could not buy food for the family.

During an interview with children, one child quotit:
“Our cows were taken by my uncle and we remaingt amly one”. This an indication

that inherited widows were denied the rights tceasdheir late husbands property.

Property inheritance doesn’t affect the childrerectly but their mothers who are the
custodians of the property. The findings revealeat targe numbers of widows get
inherited and the brothers of the deceased deny the right to property. This affects
the children’s education in that they will lackrabney to support their education. At the
same time they will not be able to feed well anttrat good hospitals when sick.
Deterioration in health status affects childreréarhing and hence poor performance.

This unlike the time when the late husband wasealihe inheritor also at times uses the
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wealth for their own benefit and that of their dnén and not those for the deceased.
Economic hardship reduces the likelihood that mmstiveould set high developmental
goals for their children and engage them in comqustepromoting activities (Bradley et
al 1999). This actually results in low academic gsychosocial factors that impact

negatively on children’s learning.

Table 4.28 Reasons for acceptance or denial of thew father

Frequency Percent
He is like the father to the children, he pays 6 12
attention to their needs
They feel bad when he puts on their late 9 18
father’s clothes
My children feel bad when he beats me up 10 20
They feel he is a stranger in the family 20 40
Provides food for the family 5 10
Total 50 100

The support group leaders cited in their discussi@t they organized workshops and
seminars for inherited widows for sensitization aneiating awareness about their rights,
advantages and challenges for inheritance. Thay t@ach them about parenting and
care of children. All these were to help them takenright decisions after the death of

their husbands.

85



CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1: Introduction
The chapter presents the summaries of the studinfis followed by conclusion. It
further outlines the recommendations and finallyegi suggestions on areas for further

studies and the body of knowledge.

5.2: Summary

From the study findings, it emerged that nutritiostatus of children whose mothers are
inherited was average. On the other hand the sdadings indicated that the health
status of the same children was average and trerbks impacted on their education
moderately. Most of the inherited widows were ilred in subsistence farming and
therefore they had enough food to feed their candrChildren who are well fed are
energetic and actively involve themselves in tlaerang process unlike the ones who are
not. Furthermore, some schools had organized rigegliogrammes to supplement the

children’s nutrition.

The study findings also revealed that children nlidd have enough play materials and
were never given adequate time to play, an issae ithpacted negatively on their
learning because children learn effectively throydgny. Therefore, their right to play
was not safeguarded both in school and at home.iflerited widows were mostly
economically overburdened and therefore did noehawney to buy play materials for
their children. The children only improvised plamaterials which were not even enough.

Likewise the schools could not afford to provideegh play materials due to the large
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number of children. This had influenced their teag negatively because children learn

best through play which give them opportunitiegxplore and discover.

From the study findings it emerged that inheriteidows were denied the access to
inherit the property of their late husbands. THfeds the education as the children in
that they are not economically empowered to taledr tbhildren to good school thus
compromising quality. They are also not in a positio buy enough learning materials
and school uniform. Therefore the children’s’ rightproperty ownership is violated. On
the other hand some of the inherited widows newt any property from their late
husbands to inherit and therefore were economieadigk. This made them not to be in
a position to give their children quality educatithus affecting their participation in

ECDE.

The study findings indicated that parental involesmin children’s learning was below
average. When it comes to provision of materiahty 48.4% got involved by attending
school meetings, while 14.3% follow up on acadepecformance. This affected their
early childhood education due to lack of enoughoimement which is aimed at
improving their performance in learning activiti®hen parents of children, especially
those with learning difficulties are involved inpgporting them both at home and at

school, their performance improve tremendously (&eand Miller J., 2001)

5.3 Conclusion
From the study findings it s concluded that widowdritance affects children’s rights to
nutrition, health care and participation in ECDEheTchildren who have received

childhood immunization completely are below agerand this therefore exposed them
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to early childhood diseases that impacts negatieslytheir education. The nutrition
status of children of inherited widows is revealsdthe study findings as average. This
therefore impacts on their learning moderately las toncentration levels will be
moderate and also from the fact that it involvesreng activities. Most of the schools
have school feeding programmes, which take caohitfren’s nutritional deficiencies as

it provides them with energy to participate in t@ag activities.

Another conclusion that can also be drawn fromstiuely findings is that most children
absent from school from Monday to Friday, therefigatively attending on average 2-3
days in a week, a fact that is attributed to latkearning material, childhood diseases
and direction from parents to participate in hoasgchores. Also the study findings
revealed that most children participate in playceva week which is below average. The
children’s participation in outdoor activities waated as active. However, it was
observed that most e children did not have enoleying materials, this fact contributed
to the children’s right to play both in school aadhome not being safeguarded. It is in
this regard therefore clear that play has negatifect on children’s participation in

ECDE.

The study findings revealed that parental involvenie children’s education was below
average, as only 49% were reliable when it camectwol matters like provision of
adequate learning materials, which affect theirrrleq activities and thus their
education. Also, most parents are members of sdwumittees and this impacts on the

children’s education positively.
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On the part of the inherited widows, the findimgsfirm that most inherited widows are
denied their rights inherit their deceased hustsameperty or at times the husbands did
not leave any anything behind and therefore tfiecs the learning of the children as
they are weak economically. Therefore, in geneitals imperative from the study
findings to conclude that widow inheritance hasegative influence on children’s right

to education.

5.4 Recommendations

The study established that widow inheritance héisence on children’s nutrition and
health care, which impacts heavily on children’dyeehildhood education. Therefore the
study recommends that all ECDE centre’s should Hiegding programmes. Equally, in
schools where the immunization coverage is low, sbleool authorities should make
arrangements with the local health centre’s tot vis¢ir respective schools to immunize

the children who are not fully immunized.

The study also revealed that widow inheritance, dféect on children’s play and this
eventually affects the ECDE. Therefore the stuslyfommends that parents should be
sensitive on the importance of play on childrencadion. Parents and teachers should
provide enough play materials and make for playimg in order to boost the children’s

performance. .

The research study findings also indicated thatpgmy ownership and widow
inheritance has impact on the children’s educafidre community should be sensitized
not to grab property of their deceased relatiugstd let their widows inherit for it will

help empower them economically so as to be ableake care of their children’s
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education as they provide learning materials arydsphool fees. The widows should be

counseled on how t o take care of the propertytidecases of misuse.

The study found that widow inheritance and patd@ntalvement in children’s learning
had an impact on children’s education. Parentsldhmei sensitized on the importance of

their involvement of their children’s educationdrder to improve their performance.

Therefore in general, widow inheritance has neegainfluence on children’s rights to
education; women should be enlightened on the camd challenges of widow

inheritance inorder to make the right decision.

5.5 Suggestions for Further Studies

Since the study explored the influence that widoderitance has on ECDE and was
limited to Ugenya District, the study suggests siatilar studies should be carried out in
other districts in Kenya for comparison purposes also to allow generalizations of the

findings on influence of widow inheritance on ECDE.

Further studies should be done on challenges fanimgyited widows and their children
apart from its effect on education. Also other gadshould be done on the effects of

widow inheritance on other children’s rights agesin right to education.

5.6 Contribution to the Body of Knowledge

Analysis from the study revealed that widow inrerde not only has negative influence
on children’s participation on ECDE, but also aféeother rights like, nutrition, health

care, play, property inheritance and parental Wewlent in learning which in turn affects

their participation in ECE.
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Table 5.1 Summary of contribution to the body of kowledge

No

Objective

Contribution

1

Widow inheritance, nutrition, healthChildren who are well fed on a balanced
care and children’s participation in diet, develop high 1,Q, thus are able to

ECDE

Widow inheritance, play and
children’s participation in ECDE

Widow inheritance, property
inheritance and children’s
participation in ECDE.

Widow inheritance, parental
involvement and children’s
participation in ECDE

grasp the learning concepts fast enough
and their concentration level is also high
leading to effective learning unlike the

ones who are malnourished.

Children who are exposed to physical play,
given enough play materials and time, will
be able to learn effectively due to
exploration and discovery. Play is
important to their learning.

Women who inherit their late husband’s
property will be economically empowered
and will be in a position to take their
children to Dbetter schools without
compromising quality of education.

When parents involve themselves in
children’s learning, their performance
improves. This is attributed to the moral
and material support that boost their self
esteem
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1: LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Seline Keya,
University of Nairobi,
Faculty of Education,
Box 30197,

Nairobi.

January 2013

Selycate@yahoo.com
0720432691

The District Education Officer,
Ugenya District
P.O. Box Ugunja

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE: EFFECTS OF WIDOW INHERITANCE ON THE CHILDREN'S RIGHT
TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IN UGENYA DISTRICT SIA YA
COUNTY

| am a Masters of Education (ECE) student at thevéisity of Nairobi carrying out
research on the above topic. It is my humble reigined you assist me by filling in the
guestionnaire as correctly and honestly as posddeassured that your identity will be
treated with utmost confidentiality. Do not writeoyr name or institution on the
guestionnaire.

| take this opportunity to thank you in advance your willingness to participate in this
important exercise.

Yours faithfully,

Seline Keya
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APPENDIX II: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PRE SCHOOL TEACHERS

The questionnaire has been designed to gatherodatiae effects of widow interests on
the effects of widow interests on the children'ghtito early childhood Education in
Ugenya District. Kindly respond to the questions g#gcing a tick in the appropriate
space or giving a brief explanation. We assure ty@at the information that you will

provide will be used for the purpose of this reskamly and nothing else.

No | Questions | Responses | Instructions
Demographic Characteristics
1 Gender Male [ 1] Tick the most
Female [ ] appropriate
2 Indicate your age bracket 20-29 yrs [ 1]
30- 39 yrs [ ]
40 — 49 yrs [ 1]
Over 50 Yrs [ 1]
3 Indicate your highest educatipirorm Four Certificate
level Advanced level Certificate
Diploma Certificate
University Degree
Any other
4 For how many years have ypu
been in a teaching position pr
teaching related role
5 What is the total population inBoys
your school (ECE Centre) Girls
Total
6 What type of ownership is youPublic
school Private
7 Where is your school located Urban 10
Semi urban [ ]
Rural [ ]
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B-Widow Inheritance Health Care, Nutrition and Participation in ECE

1 | Among the children whose
mothers, have been inherited, how
many have completely received
childhood
vaccination/immunization?

2 From your observation, what is th¥ery Good [ 1]
overall health status of suclGood [ 1]
children? Average [ ]

Poor [ 1]
Very Poor [ 1]

3 How would evaluate thosevery Good [ ]
children with regards to theirGood [ 1]
nutritional health? Average [ 1]

Poor [ ]
Very Poor [ ]

4 Does your school have schoofes [ ]
feeding programme? No [ ]

5 How often do they attend school? Once a week [ ]

(No of times absent per week) | Twice a week [ 1]
Thrice a week [ 1]
Four times aweek [ ]
Five times aweek [ ]
6 What are the main reasons
attributed to absenteeism,? Refusal by parents [ ]
Sickness [ ]
Lack of food [ ]
Engaged in house work [ ]
Lack of school fees [ ]

7 How would you describe theinVery Good [ ]
concentration levels in classsood [ ]
activities? Moderate [ ]

Poor [ ]
Very Poor [ ]

C: Widow Inheritance Play and Participation in ECE
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1 How often do you engage childre®nce a week [ ]
in physical play? Twice a week [ 1]
Thrice a week [ ]
Four times a week [ ]
Five times a week [ ]

2 How would you describe thes&/ery active [ 1]
children participation in theActive [ ]
outdoor activities? Moderate [ 1]

Less active [ 1]
Inactive [ ]

3 Do they have enough playes [ ]
materials? No [ ]

4 In your opinion, is their right to
play safeguarded both at home ances [ ]
at school? No [ 1]

5 How does play promote thdémproved self esteem [
cognitive abilities of such childrenincreased sense of belonging [
in your school? Improved Socialization [

Improved ability to
operate as a team [

D-Widow Inheritance , Parental Involvement and Partcipation in ECE

1 | How would assess the reliability { Provision of learning materials [ ]
the parents of such children wheRaying of school fees [ ]
it comes to school matters? Attending school meetings [

Follow up of performance in school[
Disciplining of the child [ ]

2 How are their parents involved Books [ ], Uniform [ ]
the  provision of learning Teaching aides, [ ]
materials? Pencils/Colors/Crayons [ ]

School bag [ ]

3 Are the parent's members of anYes [ ]
school committee? No [ ]

4 Kindly indicate in what ways areBy attending school meetings [ ]
the parents involved in thejirFollow up their academic performan
children’s learning? [ 1]

Providing school uniform [ ]
Paying school fees [ ]

5 | What are such children’s reactiongerygood [ ], Good [ ]

towards their foster fathers? Average [ ], Poor [ 1]
Very poor [ ]
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APPENDIX IIl: AN ORAL GUIDE FOR THE INHERITED WID OWS

Demoagraphy

1. Name (Optional)

2. Name of the Village

3. Gender: Male[ ] Femgle ]

4. Level of Education: Primary [ ] Secondp |
College [ ]

5. Age of the respondent:

6. Number of years in previous marriage? 0-4[ ] 59 ] 10 -15 [
Above 16 Years| ]

7. Number of years in the current marriage? 0-4 [ ] 59 ] 10 -15 |
Above 16 Years[ ]

8. Number of children in the previous marriage?

9. Number of children in the current marriage?

10.How many times have you been inherited?

Effect of Widow Inheritance

1.

2.

3.

What were the reasons for several inheritanceioelstiips?

]

What is your main source of income/livelihood?

How did the death of your husband impact on yogintrto family property?
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4. How does the inheritance of family property affebe education of your
children?

5. Briefly state your experience with the foster rarst?

6. Briefly explain how the experiences affect youildien’s right to nutrition and
health?

7. Do your children love and accept your current lamsbas part of family?

Yes[ ] No|[ ]

8. Give reasons for your answer above?

101



APPENDIX IV: STORY TELLING

Long time ago, there were children who were livnith their parents in s small village

called Luhano. The children were three girls and twys. Their mother was a house
widow who took care of them and could also workhe ‘shamba’ to get food. Their

father was working in Nairobi, and they could vikitn during the holidays once in a
while. Whenever they could go to visit their fatleMNairobi, he was loving, caring and

could buy for them many presents.

One day, their father got involved in a bad roacident and unfortunately he passed on.
Due to luo traditional culture, their mother, waserited (re-married), by another man.
At the beginning, the foster father did love themnsuch and could buy them presents
and food. Later, as time went by the man changedsgarted hating them. At times he
could be the only one to be served with good foddleasthe children went hungry or
were served with vegetables. He could cane themowitany proper reason and went
further to even refuse them from attending schodihzes so that they could work in the
‘shamba’. The act devastated the children andatenthem miss their late father so
much as they lacked sense of belonging. This rmeinade them to start hating their
mother as she cared for the foster father more shardid for her children. They could at
times go to school without taking breakfast unlike days when their dad was alive as
their mother cared less and less.

The property their mother had inherited after theatd of their father had been

squandered by their step father, resulting to thaoking materials for school, food,

decent clothing, parental love and care from théhero Despite all these, their teachers
showed them love and compassion as they helped thejyat registered with an NGO

that was taking care of orphans by paying for #gesfand providing them with school
uniforms. This reduced their suffering and theirtimeo was also counseled to show
compassion to her children

STORY LEADING QUESTIONS

1. What is the story telling us about?

2. Does any one of you know of someone whose fathest dnd then the mother
was inherited (re-married)?

3. If you were the one whose father had passed onyandmother got re married

and then you get subjected to such mistreatmerat wbuld you do?

If yes, how does the foster father treat you?

Who pays school fees, buys food, buys books anologctmiform for you?

Are you given time to play?

When you are sick, who takes care of you?

No ok
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APPENDIX V: FGD GUIDE FOR WOMEN SUPPORT GROUP
LEADERS:

1 How prevalent is widow inheritance in your area?

2. What are the main causes of this practice?

3. How has widow inheritance impacted on the liokethe inherited women?

4. How has widow inheritance impacted on the edocatights of the children of the
inherited women?

5. Does your group give support to such childréryg$/No give a brief explanation:

6. Kindly state some of the other ways that widmas be given support to empower
them without necessarily being inherited?
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