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Abstract: When the Canadian company Bedford Biofuels (BB) started talks with local
ranch owners in Tana Delta district (Kenya) about subleasing their land for a large jatropha
plantation, they were not the first ones to come to the region for a large-scale agricultural
project. Nor were they the first to explore the possibilities of starting a jatropha plantation
in Kenya’s coastal area. By the time BB arrived, nature conservation and humanitarian
NGOs had firmly established themselves as protectors of the ecologically fragile Tana
river delta (now Ramsar site) and its residents, who were argued to be (even more)
marginalized by large-scale agricultural projects. During the decision-making process,
therefore, BB encountered stiff resistance from local NGOs, which had acquired the
experience and the mechanisms to oppose or discourage a large-scale plantation.
Additionally, BB was faced with a central government which gradually moved from a
pro-jatropha stance to a more critical view of large-scale jatropha cultivation. Nevertheless,
most of the local residents as well as the local government administration and the county
council supported BB’s plans to establish a large jatropha plantation. Although the deal
was struck and the anti-jatropha campaign had ostensibly not prevailed, BB closed its
plantation within the year. In the article, we analyze how discursive generalizations about
foreign large-scale land acquisitions and in particular about large foreign jatropha
plantations gradually undermined the legitimacy of the BB jatropha plantation in Tana
Delta. To explore this question, the discussion focuses on analyzing the resources that
account for the success of the anti-BB rhetoric and the interests that were involved in its



