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ABSTRACT
This research project interrogates the use of hurmoMwalimu Andrew’s Staffroom
Diary as a style of commentary on the socio-politicalcewns in Kenya. The project
further interrogates the use of character and cheniaation in theStaffroom Diaryto
assess in the development of plot in the columre ploject uses Michael Warner’s
publics and counter publics, as well as literayistics of Michael Halliday as grounding
theoretical framework. The research entails a cteséual analysis of sixteen articles
from theStaffroom Diarythat focus on the pre and post 2013 General Blegtishowing
the convergence of national and institutional prsijtcollective and individual interests.
Interviews with theSunday Natiomewspaper editors, teachers of the Loreto Msongari
Convent and Mwalimu Andrew himself were also pdrtttee methodology the study
engaged itself into. The interviews conducted wase of great importance to the study
since they added to the establishment of knowlemgéhe idea of th&taffroom Diary
being popular. This research realizes that Mwalidmdrew’s language is important
because it is the language that establishes humdis columns and that the different
strategies that he employs, are a deliberate chtbmehas essentially allowed him to
foreground the socio-political concerns. The regealso identifies contexts of both the

rural and urban settings as effective in addres$iagocio-political concerns intended.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
1.1 Introduction
The Staffroom Diaryis a column in th&unday Natiorthat addresses the social, political
and cultural concerns. It is written by Franklin&kafa Muyonga, who uses the
pseudonym Mwalimu Andrew. However, the writer styiadvised me not to mention
his name, but because | owe the scholarly communitame, | indicate it but will not
use it in our analysis since he does not usehtgrarticles. Mwalimu Andrew is a weekly
columnist with theSunday Natiorwhere he publishes articles that situate the ehgés,
hope, aspirations and contradictions of Kenya, thedcountry’s leadership-particularly
in their often half-hearted attempts to make aedd#hce in the lives of their people.
Mwalimu Andrew began writing th8taffroom Diaryin 2009 and at the time of writing
this project, he has 263 articles to his name. Thapter introduces the study by defining
terms that will be of great use in the chapters,dhapter also states the objectives of this
study and gives a brief justification to this studyhe chapter further gives some
literature review concerning the key areas of thedys the theories that help in
understanding the study, the methodology and tbpesof this study before offering the

conclusion to this study.

Mwalimu Andrew is one of the contemporary writensienya who bring to light the
socio-political issues affecting the country initheticles. But there have been existing
columnists before him like the late Wahome Mutahowan a successful column called

Whisperdrom the 1990s till his death in 2003.



1.2 Definition of Terms and Concepts

Humour from Raj Kishor Sigh (2012) is the qualifyb@ing funny. It refers to an ability
to perceive and express a sense of the clever asiag) thing. FromThe Bedford
Glossary of Critical and Literary Term@003), humour is also defined as a variety of
things from disposition or mood to peculiarity dfeatation, particularly in Elizabethan
times. It further states that, many works of litera even relied on humour for
characterization and to provide convincing motiwatfor the characters actions. | would
therefore come to a conclusion that humour is nmaveut the telling of jokes that
illustrate a political predicament which creatdsuaorous misidentification on behalf of
the reader with his or her circumstances. There different categories of humour
including; parody, satire, situational comedy, stagk, scatological, sexual, verbal and
bathos humour. Out of these eight types of humthe,Staffroom Diaryfalls under
satirical humour which is defined as humour usedtovide a social or a political
message. Humour and satire occupy a prominentigosiithin the aesthetic conditions
of contemporary culture, both in terms of literary and popular media. This brings us to
the definition of satire; also fromheBedford Glossary of Critical Term{2003) defines

it as, a literary genre that uses irony, wit anthetimes sarcasm to expose humanity’s
vices and foibles, giving impetus to change or mafohrough ridicule. It further states
that, satire may generate laughter but essentiaéya moral purpose. | would therefore
conclude that, satire may rely more on understanthe target of the humour and thus
tends to appeal to a more mature audience. Inctss therefore, th8taffroom Diary
becomes a clear platform for exhibiting the inseanof humour that illustrate how

satirical Mwalimu Andrew represents the socio-paditissues in his column.



Literary journalism is the other term that will bemmon in this study hence the need for
its definition. The International Association fortérary Journalism Studies (2008)
defines literary journalism as, journalism thatsuseerature; the active presence of the
author’s voice in the narrative and the use ofgdmhg associated only with fiction, such
as, elaborate structures, characterization, andn essanbolism but with corded

requirement of accuracy. This literary journalistissay as it applies to writing about
popular culture, involves writing true stories ab@eople, places, events, films, and
books. TheStaffroom Diarytherefore becomes a more relevant example of alaop

culture piece of art written by the creative figweMwalimu Andrew. The purpose of

the literary journalistic essay and review of p@pudulture are always to inform, educate

and entertain readers.

There are many definitions on the term popularucalt Gramsci (1987) views it, as the
contested terrain which various social groups giteto impose their values on the
organisation of popular consciousness. This carsdsn as the contemporary popular
culture of a particular society such as the wesmpular culture which deals with
contemporary aspects of film, photography, art,tigpemusic, influential people like
political leaders, sports, heroes and so on. Tmssigutions create brands that people can

embrace and relate to.

It is with the above definitions on humour, satpepular culture and literary journalism
that we are basing the focus of our arguments myamg the Staffroom Diaryby

Mwalimu Andrew.



1.3 Statement of the Problem

The generation of popular cultural writings and #éxpansion of the media space have
correspondingly created new opportunities of crgpind reading literatures. Some of
these appear as regular columns that all the samenent on issues while borrowing

literary devices.

In this regard, this study has explored how Mwmali Andrew’s weekly column,
Staffroom Diaryuses humour to comment on the pre- and post- B&tferal Elections
and on socio-political issues in the country. Thepleration of this question and
formulation of possible conclusions will enabletasppreciate the usefulness of humour
in the discussion and understanding of the sociigal environment in the country, and
the intrigues that come with such debates. Thishimiog useful in the field of literary
studies in as far as it locates the place of hummunderstanding our day- to-day lives,

within the space of popular culture.

1.4 Objectives
This study sought to achieve the following two ahijees:
a) To examine how Mwalimu Andrew’'Staffroom Diaryexploits humour as a tool
for socio-political commentary.
b) To assess the effectiveness of character and d¢baration in Mwalimu

Andrew’s Staffroom Diary



1.5 Hypotheses
This study has been guided by the following presiise
a) Mwalimu Andrew uses humour in ti&affroom Diaryto comment on the socio-
political situation in kenya.
b) Mwalimu Andrew uses characters to explore certalraracterization that

facilitate humour in th&taffroom Diary

1.6 Justification of the Study

Newspapers are an important part of a society’sosadtural fabric insofar as they
function to carry and convey news items, featurgiess, analysis, and opinions that
reflect and shape the society’s way of life. Thgngicance of a newspaper column
cannot be gainsaid, for in some instances rea@ex$ tb buy an issue of a newspaper
chiefly to read their favourite columnist. It isetiefore worthwhile to interrogate the
manner in which such columns and opinion piecesedisthe social and political issues
of the day in the country. It is in this light thtais study examines ho&taffroom Diary,

a weekly humour column in thé&unday Nation,re-presents the socio-political
commentaries in Kenya. It is noteworthy that mdghe opinion articles and columns in
Kenyan newspapers are heavily political in theibjsat, tone, and analysis without
employing many literary techniques. TB¢affroom Diary on the other hand, employs
the techniques of humour and storytelling in itsdigon and critiquing of the day-to-day
social and political discourse in the country. Thisigueness in style and approach
deserves a critical analysis in order to apprediate different it is to encounter the daily

issues being discussed through a different penspect



The Staffroom Diaryis unique in its use of narratives to re-presemt same socio-
political issues and commentaries, especially omtergathat can be considered as the
back-bone of a country—elections, since Mwalimu Aewd uses a style that does not

involve an open and direct criticism.

These socio-political debates that are more aft@am not the subject of tH&taffroom
Diary are an integral part in the evaluation of the pditin the Kenyan society. |
consider this a fertile field in which some litgraanalysis and documentation will go a
long way in exposing, yet not necessarily elevatitige socio-cultural ethos of the

Kenyan society.

Satire and humour may be termed as yet-to- be #ggglbelds in terms of critical literary
analysis in Kenya. Even though much creative warthe sub-genre of humour exists in
this country, little appears to have been doneewspapers, apart from few individuals
like George Ogolla (2009) who appreciate such wenkd has researched on it. It is in
light of this realization that this study soughtit¢éerrogate Mwalimu Andrew’s column
in the Sunday Natioras a case study of how effective it can be to eynplonour in the

discussion and the evaluation of day-to-day samalrrences.

1.7 Literature Review
The purpose of this literature review is to hightigesearch work which has some
bearing on my project. In specific terms, | revithe existing critical works on satire and

humour in various works from prose to poems andes@nd newspaper articles in order



to establish the building blocks upon which thiadst is pegged. Finally, | provide
examples in which key scholars have examined orksvon satire and humour in their
bringing to light the socio-political concerns. $tsection will be organized into three

parts; satire, humour, literary journalism and dapuaulture and socio-political debates.

1.7.1 Review on Satire and Humour

Satire as defined from the introductory part o§tbiiudy relies more on understanding the
target of the humour that tends to appeal to a maire audience. As we look at satire,
we realize that, needs one to look deeper into whatething is said in order to get the
exact meaning of what the intended message issh wo review literature on satire

humour and creative imagination and link it to stedy of Mwalimu Andrew’s works.

In examining the relationship of humour quality s satire and its application to
political, religion and theology, Rowlland Herbarstudy (2009), explores the different
satires of Matthias Claudius, a German poet, wigues that, satire is an important
means to negotiate identity and belonging and isenaiten used to attract a huge
audience both in democratic and authoritarian $esie Hence, Mwalimu Andrew
attracts a huge audience with his use of langubgeailows him to satirize the socio-
political concerns of the country. From an intewieith the editor of th&unday Nation
Martin Mwangi, he ranked th&taffroom Diaryas the second most read column on

Sundays.



In his M.A thesis titled “The Uses of Satire irckon: An Analysis of Wahome Mutahi’'s
Three Days on the CrossdJailbug Chris Wasike’s principle objective in the stugy i
to investigate the use of satire in Wahome Mutahdsels, and particularly to evaluate
the satirical techniques used in Mutahi’'s two texasl how this relates to the themes,
characters, and style of narration. Wasike apptesiutahi’s use of humour as one of
the devices that helps in achieving satire in thesds. In the current study, we
acknowledge, therefore, that satire is indeed aheatic style of creative works that
could pass across certain thematic concerns, aniflwalimu Andrew could be seen a
creative literary writer who manages to infusersasind humour to interrogate the socio-
political concerns in Kenya. His usage of charaskatches to address these concerns is

what brings about the humour in his narratives.

Grace Musila (2000) addresses the use of cartooKemyan newspapers and how they
deploy humour. She discusses how these cartoonssgecific messages and comments
in relation to humour in the society. “The cartaerby definition, a genre that adopts a

comic view in its intervention in socio-politicasues”(89).

From Musila’s discussion, we are able to identifg teason as to why Mwalimu Andrew
uses accompanying cartoons in his commentariesubecahey are able to create
imaginations of the situation being addressed. Téusl of creative imagination draws
attention of the reader to the materiality of tioelypthat causes the arousal of the reader’s

interest since they create humour.



Hence with these in mind, we are able to analyzeaMmu Andrew’s column in his
usage of humour to highlight the various issues tit@anspired during the pre and post

2013 election periodand were raised by the medieo#imer social sights.

1.7.2 Popular Culture and Social Political Debates
In this section, we are going to examine a numbétevatures that target popular culture
as a forum for relaying different socio-politicasues in the commentaries by Mwalimu
Andrew in his Staffroom Diary This is because, under popular culture, is papula
literatures such as Mwalimu Andrew’s writings thag are analyzing in this study.
As Mukerji and Schudson (1986) state:

..Popular culture includes both “folk” or “populabkliefs, practices and

objects, rooted in local traditions as well as “sidseliefs, practices and

objects generated from political and commerciakteen Objects taken to

be part of popular culture are readable objectgtesror visual materials

for which are available traditions of interpretatiand criticism. (49-50).

Mwalimu Andrew’s Staffroom Diarycan therefore be taken to be part of the readable
objects which are written from socio-political sigoints hence making the column an
example of a work of popular culture.
In her essay, ‘Virtual Expressions: Alternative fdalSpaces and the Staging of Kenyan
Popular Cultures Dina Ligaga (2004)argue that:

...by locating the Internet as an alternative sitgpfduction for

popular culture, it becomes possible to begin @ae the myriad



meanings of online activities that reference thaadand political
lives of their users. It is in such a venture tbae can begin to
explore the impact and significance of the Inteindransforming

how we read popular culture in Africa. (95)

She further argues that the Internet provides redtere routes of expression of popular
culture, bringing to the front aspects of sociadl grolitical ideas that would otherwise
have remained hidden from public space. With thimind, we get to note that Ligaga’s
research is similar to ours in the sense that glidwon how different avenues like the
internet space, creative newspaper space and fiave been established to create
awareness and various concerns affecting eithéridhdls or masses. It is also similar to
our study in that, the internet is one of the wHyesStaffroom Diaryis packaged which
gives access to the public. The only differenceydwer, between Ligaga’s research and
the present study is that, my main focus is on Mwa Andrew’s column,Staffroom
Diary, and not on Internet blogging. And | will interrdagahow he uses humour to

analyze the socio-political issues.

Consistently, several scholars have shown that lpopulture in Kenya has grown not
just in opposition to power, but as a record of éweryday that shows how people
managed to live in spaces and conditions that wetealways conducive to their lives.
This demonstrates how Kenyans found agency in asetiat were oppressive. Thus,
Tom Odhiambo’s study of “The romantic detectiveKianyan popular fiction” (2004),

highlights accounts of ordinary men and women whinive to exist in the bleak city

10



space” (194), of post-independence Kenya. He shitnesmeanings and processes of
reception of everyday forms such as soap operasnmaghzines in the working-class
spaces in Nairobi slums. This study highlights hdanyans have innovatively found
alternative avenues such as the newspaper spaeepress themselves and engage with
their realities in spite of the contexts of thexistence. Indeed, it is such emphasis that
allows for studies of how popular cultures intetsgith power. Hence the more reason
why | study Mwalimu Andrew’s column and get to $emv far he gets in engaging with
and representing reality that regards the countggseral elections as he expresses

himself in theStaffroom Diary

In his essay on “popular culture in Africa,” JohaarFabian (1978) points out the notion
of the archive, for instance, might help to findadternative to an oversimplified concept
of culture as the depository of beliefs and valUdge next argument he raises is based on
the assumption that cultural expressions are alwaye than mere reflexes of social,
economic or political conditions.

...Culture does not simply mirror it; it symbolizesdathus always has a

function (it is ‘semiotic’). More than that, anyviing culture must be

viewed as a communicative process in which a spaiet only expresses

but also generates and forms its world view. (318}3

This is clearly evident in the Kenyan newspaperenehy it has been a platform for

people to air out their individual or shared gries@s time and again, hence the growth of

11



the Saffroom Diary, with his major reason for writing being, to raibe socio-political

and econo-cultural issues.

Preben Kaarsholm and Deborah James (2000) talkeofidtion of democracy becoming
a central battlefield of meaning and new movem#ntslemocratic reforms emerging in
the global south.
... This was not least the case in Africa where #dégomance of a
number of states based on one-party system anthefatitist’
ideologies could be presented as degenerating saeking
corruption, cronyism, political oppression and negagrowth and
the new forces of opposition reintroduced tenets libéral
understandings of democracy such as pluralism,egtion of
human rights of expression and organization, arateption of
electoral procedures. Culture in more aesthetimgecould be

referred to as a distinct set of artistic genrasiastitutions.(204)

Kenya being a country in the global south, a lotisdfues emerge on the notion of
democracy and need for protection of human rigbpeeially, the freedom of expression,
and it is in light of this that, Mwalimu Andrew'olumn becomes our central subject in
interrogating how successful it has been in pogtat the major socio-political concerns

and debates in the country especially at a tintbefyeneral election period.
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Hence, from the above literatures, we can notegbpular culture and popular literature
is seen as what is socially acceptable among thesesalt revolves from films to the
internet to books and to the creative newspapearespd his gives us an avenue to discuss
the works of Mwalimu Andrew’s Staffroom Diary angterrogate how he uses humour to
comment on the socio-political concerns of Kenyang the creative newspaper space as
a form of popular culture. We shall now move teritry journalism and establish the link

between literary journalism with ti&taffroom Diary

1.7.3 Literary Journalism
Literary journalism from the initial definition refs to the journalism that uses literature
— the presence of the author’s voice in the namadnd the uses of tools long associated
with fiction, such as elaborate structures, charazdtion and even symbolism but with
added requirement of accuracy.
John Hartsock (2000)puts the emphasis on the riberary journalism as;

Journalism that uses the techniques of fiction;lifeestories that read like

a novel or a short story. (19)

Harstock further puts emphasis on the fact thatdity journalists put themselves in the
story. This is clearly evident in the works of Mwmali Andrew’sStaffroom Diarywhere
he includes himself in the narratives as one of rttegor characters, since he always
appears on each narrative he creates. This ideasnikelevant for us to categorize the
Staffroom Diarynot only as a work of popular culture but alsoaawork of literary

journalism.

13



Simms (1995) argues that, literary journalism isrj@lism that uses literature, which
means that, it should have the active presendeec&tithor’s voice in the narrative and it
uses the tools that are long associated only watioh, such as, elaborate structures,
characterization, and even symbolism, but with ddeéguirement of accuracy. Mwalimu
Andrew can be categorized as a writer that inca@fasr all these in his works hence the

Staffroom Diarycan be studied as a work of literary journalism.

The International Association for Literary Joursali Studies (IALJS) (2008) has defined
Literary Journalism as “journalism as literaturéhea than journalism about literature”
(15). They further say that, literary journalisntesf deals with ordinary people rather
than celebrities or politicians. Mwalimu Andrew’ssau of the newspaper space to
comment on the socio-political happenings in thantxy allows him to be a literary

journalist since he uses the tenets of literataris narratives. Mwalimu Andrew also
uses ordinary folks/characters in writing his nves. From the above discussions on
literary journalism, we can therefore categorize Staffroom Diaryas a work of literary

journalism that can also be studied also as a wbpopular culture.

1.8 Theoretical Framework

This section discusses the major theoretical umadeiqys that inform and guide my

research endeavor. | present the main argumentsaagassed in the theoretical
framework, the proponents of those positions, ana those positions can be tailored to
offer guidelines as to how the present inquiry rigé projected and conducted. Brizee

Allen and J. K Tompkins (2012) define theory asad that act as different lenses critics

14



use to view and talk about art, literature and emdture” (n.p). My study is guided by
and premised on the postulations advanced in tieoaly theoretical tools: Publics and
Counter Publics and Stylistics theories. To begithw discuss the major tenets of the
theories before | delve into how those principlestoands thereof apply in my analysis

of humour in Mwalimu Andrew’$Staffroom Diary

In answering the question to what extent would a&egorize thé&taffroom Diaryas an
overly read column, we have to look at the thedrpublics and counter publics which
revolve around the question, what is public? Kamither (2003), in reviewing Michael
Warner’s bookPublics and Counter Publictates that “a public is self-organized, brings
together relations between strangers, can be badopal and impersonal, and can be

constituted through mere attention” (12).

For Plummer, a public is the social space createdhe automatic circulation of
discourse. From this point of view, we can see thatcreative newspaper space can be
categorized as a public space where strangersaaitdrrough reading of the narratives
that relate to them and connect them as a peomenation. This alludes to the fact that
the Staffroom Diaryis not a conventional literary text like a noveldatherefore,
imagines its own public.
Jessica Blaustein (2004), writes that,
Publics are imagined entities with very real conseges; they are
profoundly multiple in practice, and they are alwgyoducts of social

struggle. While a public’'s meanings are by defamticonditional and
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contextual, much of the modern public comes framntelligibility across

cultural, political and economic landscapes of gday living.(56)

From Blaustein’s notion of publics, we can comewith a conclusion that, Mwalimu
Andrew’s use of the newspaper as a space for aliagviews on the socio-political
concerns can be considered public since, it kee@seount of the everyday living in the
country. Hence théeStaffroom Diary can be considered a public diary. It is also

preoccupied with the social struggles mentione@layistein above.

The theory of Publics and Counter Publics is adite journalism theory by Michael
Warner. In his bookPublics and Counter Public&Varner defines public as the kind of
public that comes into being only in relation tgtgeand their circulation. He defines it as
“a space of discourse organized by nothing othem thiscourse itself. It exists only as the
end for which books are published, shows broadeasi,sites posted, speeches delivered
and opinions produced. This means that it existgifbye of being addressed.”

The public is a kind of social totality. Its mostnemon sense is that of the

people in general, it might be the people organiasdhe nation, the

common wealth, the city, the state, or some otberngunity. But in each

case, the public, as a people, it is a thoughtd¢tude everyone within the

field in question. This sense of totality is brotiglut in speaking of the

public even though to speak of a national publiplies that others exist;

there must be as may publics as polite. (18)
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Warner further emphasizes that a public organizsslfi independently of state
institutional laws, formal frameworks of citizenphor pre-existing institutions such as
the church. So the modern sense of the publiceasdhial totality, in fact derives much
of its character from the way we understand theiglgoublics of discourse, like the
public of Mwalimu Andrew’sStaffroom Diary Mwalimu Andrew, in theStaffroom
Diary constructs an audience out of the larger publit badsThe Sunday NatiorDne
such segment of the audience constitutes teach@ypvovide the character sketches ad
surface subject of discussion. On the other handnter publics, constitute a near-
subversive strand that resists official discouid@s means that, in the context of the
study, Mwalimu Andrew in th&taffroom Diary provides a subversive spin to dominant

political issues, quite often taking a oppositiostand vis a vis the government line.

Secondly, | have used the stylistics theory to @late my use of humour in critiquing
Mwalimu Andrew’sStaffroom Diary Stylistics, according to Widdowson (1975), ihét
study of texts and their interpretation with regatd their linguistics and tonal style as a
discipline.” It links literary criticism to lingsitic sources of study in stylistics and may
range from canonical works of writing to populaxktteand from advertising copy to

news, non-fiction, and popular culture as well@apadlitical and religious discourse.

Common features of style include the use of diadpgncluding regional accents and
individual dialects (or ideolects) the use of graanjrsuch as the observation of active
voice or passive voice, the distribution of senéeengths, and the use of particular

language registers and so on.
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| have focused on Michael Halliday's (1985) stramidstylistics. One of Halliday’s
contributions has been the use of the term redistdialect. Dialect refers to the habitual
language of a particular user in specific geogregdhor social variables: field (what the
participants are actually engaged in doing) te(wino is taking part in the exchange) and
mode (the use to which the language is being pid)liday’s third category, mode, is
what he refers to as the symbolic organisatiorhefdituation and describes the genre as
pre-coded language — language that has not simpbn bused before, but that
predetermines the selection of textual meaningacklehumour in th&taffroom Diaryis
determined by the language that Mwalimu Andrew usegoint out the socio-political
issues that he addresses during the 2013 pre asteeleation period. This stylistics
theory has helped us in discerning what is humefimuns what is not. It also helps in the
interpretation of Mwalimu’s commentaries by diséegirony, sarcasm and use of

idiomatic expressions.

These two theories did ease our understandingeoidea that th&taffroom Diaryis a
widely read column with a variety of audiences withage limit and that the style used

for writing is efficient in the portrayal of the s&age intended.

1.9 Methodology

| have done a close textual reading of the seleatadles that focus on socio-political
issues from the year 2009 when Mwalimu Andrew sthsriting up to date, though |
have narrowed down my analysis to the electionogerithat is a few months to the

elections and a few months after the 2013 electibakso examined the different critical
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works that have given their scholarly responsehi® ¢ffects of works on satire and
humour. This has included a keen study of satirimainour to add value to this
discourse—to note up to what extent satire dedhaasour and if there is any point that
humour erodes satire. | achieved all this by wgitthe library and also through close

consultations with my supervisors.

My methodology has also included going to the lpraand having an overview of

literary critical essays concerning socio-politicancerns in other countries and also
secondary texts especially the critical works deplWith satire, humour, popular culture
and literary journalism. | have also conductedringavs with the editors of thBunday

Nation teachers of Loreto Msongari Convent and Mwalimdiew himself.

1.10 Scope and Limitation

This study has restricted itself to sixteen setbeeicles that focus on the 2013 pre and
post-election period by Mwalimu Andrew publishede Sunday Natior-eight on the
social commentaries and the other eight on thdipalicommentaries. The analyses of
these articles are within the boundaries of theliewvance to socio-political concerns in
Kenya during this election period and in terms ofvhsatire is used to assess those
concerns. The selected dates of the articles arsetlthat have great socio-political

overtones of that period.

Out of the eight social commentaries that | havalya®ed, four of them cover the pre-

election period while the other four fall withinethpost-election period. This logic also
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applies to the analysis of political commentariBse criteria for choosing these sixteen
articles was to take a sample on the humourougseptation of the political and social
issues which are the bedrock of Mwalimu Andrev8gaffroomDiaryin the period

immediately before and shortly after the hotly est¢d general elections.
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1.11 Chapters Outline
The following outline represents how | have orgadisny research project. It provides

the concerns and issues discussed under each chapte

Chapter One: Introduction

This chapter has provided a guideline in termsaf h carried out my research. In this
chapter, | have presented the background to myystbd statement of the problem, and
the justification for this research project. | halso reviewed some relevant literature on
my topic besides laying out the theoretical underpigs upon which my study is based.
Finally, |1 have discussed the methodology | haveduwduring my study, and provide what
| consider to be my scope and limitation in thespre inquiry.

Chapter Two: Humour and Social Commentary in Mwalimu Andrew’s Staffroom
Diary

My second chapter has identified the incidenceshomour in the columns and
interrogated their effect on social commentarieshen2013 pre and post election period
in the Staffroom Diaryas a technique of creative imagination in Mwaliswwork. This
chapter has also examined the relevance of thesdences in exhibiting the social
concerns in Mwalimu’Staffroom Diary

Chapter Three: Humour and Political Commentary in Mwalimu Andrew’s
Staffroom Diary

In this chapter, | have examined Mwalimu Andrewtsickes that re-present various
political debates that occurred in the Kenyan sgcauring the 2013 pre and post-

election period. This chapter has also analysedvéh®us effects of humour on the
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socio-political debates that occurred during th&32@re and post-election period that
Mwalimu Andrew addresses in his weekly column.

Chapter Four: Character and Characterization in the Staffroom Diary

This chapter explores how Mwalimu AndrewBsaffroom Diaryuses different types of
characters to pass across different messages.id lgishieved by evaluating how the
characters bring to surface the effect of humouwoubh characterization as a literary
style in Mwalimu Andrew’s delivery of messages iis kommentaries .This chapter is
richly fed by the discussions that will flow frore second and third chapters. It will be
an evaluating chapter that will interrogate theeakto whichStaffroom Diarymight be
read as a literary text and not a journalistic gttitht exhibits humour of the socio-
political issues affecting Kenya.

Chapter Five: Conclusion

This is the last chapter of my research projeas & reflective chapter in which | wrap up
the observations and discussions that | have exammmy chapters one to four. | have
also attempted an assessment of the research tpnojéerms of meeting the set out
objectives. | have also given my position in as &ar theStaffroom Diarymay be
considered and consumed as a useful componentdierstanding and appreciating the

socio-political culture of the Kenyan society.
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CHAPTER TWO

HUMOUR AND SOCIAL COMMENTARY IN THE STAFFROOM DIARY
2.1 Introduction
The previous chapter introduced the focus of $husly and the objectives aimed at. This
chapter identifies incidences of humour in a numtfearticles in Mwalimu Andrew’s
Staffroom Diaryand how this humour contributes to the represemtaif social issues.
The chapter limits itself to the commentaries pah@id prior to and after the 2013
elections in Kenya. The chapter focuses on thigdyecause of how Mwalimu Andrew
twists all these events to demonstrate how elesteam be a time for people to get jobs
and how Mwalimu Andrew gets to interact with peogl&ing this period. The chapter
examines how humour is realized in the selectedestand discusses its contribution to
social representation before and after the 201&tiefes. The chapter is organized into
two major sub-sections; literature on creative rngaper, the idea of space and spaces in
Mwalimu Andrew’s commentaries, and finally identiflye instances of humour in the

social commentaries in ti&affroom Diary.

2.2 Creative Newspaper and the Idea of Space ang&es in Mwalimu

Andrew’s Commentaries

Mwalimu Andrew places his creativity along the oudtl space of the home, the social
space of the bar and the academic space of thelsdiwese different settings allow for
different power relations to be interrogated; thenk is used as a space to interrogate the
patriarchal relations, the school is used as a Iémle addressing bureaucratic or

institutional relations while the Hitler's Bar is@&d to examine the social relations in the
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Staffroom Diary Michel Foucalt (1980) states in his theorizatodrpower relations, “the
privileged place to observe power in action isrélations between the individual and the
society especially its institutions” (97). The n@aper is an ideological manifestation of
the material, social, political, and historical Inigaof a people’s level of development at
every stage of their history. The fact that Mwalidwadrew uses the newspaper space to
address his concerns in his diary of the staffrooakes the newspaper a good platform
for his creativeness. To paraphrase what most @ftélachers from Loreto Msongari
Convent said, that th&taffroom Diaryidentifies with them in so many ways including
the idea of the staffroom reality whereby they naliyndiscuss the socio-political events.
Mwalimu’s idea of using his typical characters &pnesent the topical issues excites
them since; they can also put into picture somg&uch characters among them within the

staffroom.

Mwalimu Andrew uses the newspaper space to adthesissues of Kenya from a rural
setting which however reflects issues faced alsarban settings. Roger Kurtz (2000)
talks of how Kenyan writers are focusing on thg diecause it is there that the social
issues that most concern them are most obviouséyvigience. He further argues that in
contemporary African society the city is the veniee fundamental conflicts and
contradictions on all levels of the social formatioeconomic, political, legal, religious
and cultural. This is reflected in the works of an non-fictional creative writers who
contribute to creative newspaper columns that éathé same thematic concerns being

raised and addressed by the fictional writers amibregn; the late Wahome Mutahi,
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Benson Riunge who wrote for tiaily Nation before Mwalimu Andrew, among others
in this discipline.

Mwalimu Andrew’s choice of the rural setting to aelss the fundamentals of the country
is an idea we should inquire and address and getdcahe difference between the rural
and urban space. Space and spaces are createdspedgic social conditions and they
in turn have some sort of influence on the samékaonditions. Writers employ their
power of human creativity to use the spaces in an@anot originally intended. That is
why in as much as Mwisho Wa Lami is seen as agelléhe thematic concerns raised are
those that happen in the urban environment or spluoe use of the school setting to
represent the capital of the state, the centectwdrain the village, is symbolic of urban
Nairobi. In addition, the use of members of theastltommunity — the Headmaster, the
Deputy Headmaster, the Teachers, the Pupils, an@dhents — is instructive in as far as
they may be understood to represent the strucfuaestate which has a President, Deputy
President, Ministers, members of Parliament, amdGltizenry. Ordinarily, the seat of
power of a government is located in an urban sgttience the school symbolizes, in this
case, Nairobi as the theatre of most of governmaetnbn. Still as we learn from Kurtz
research irPost-Marked Nairobi: Writing the City in Contempoyaenya urban space
is, like narrative, a socially constructed act thmimetimes conceals the more
fundamental contradictions of a society. This iway is like saying; the urban space is

mostly created by citizens of a country.

Hence we can say that in as much as Mwalimu Andress the rural space to represent

his issues, his major focus is on the urban spBeis. becomes more evident when he
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uses the idea of Hitler's Bar as a social placerémreational purposes — where the
teachers go to meet and discuss the day’s subjguts.could be compared to the urban
life in which people gather in groups within théyodr town to appraise themselves on

the occurrences of the day or sometimes just &xrel

The Staffroom Diaryworks by acknowledging the limits of its genreligimg parody,
satire and humour as its forms of expression. AsaMmau states, in an interview | held
with him; “He needs to give his audience a lighadiag.” This is because, he wants to
deviate from the normal that other writers writ@al— the same cases but without using
humour and satire. It is through these forms th& ¢olumn examines the hidden
struggles arising from the social and political mipas in the country. This chapter is
interested in how humour helps the writer navighteugh the “limits” of the genre of

creative newspaper columns as well as the conditvbits production.

The familiarity that the column creates within rsadership is established within an
institution which is arguably basic to every Kenyaaducation and the family — just like
George Ogolla (2004) discusses how Wahome MutdWkispers’ related with the
people in the same way. Within the Primary Scheaffrdom are employed a number of
governors from which scripts that narrate the maticare examined. Mwalimu Andrew
uses this educational institution as a metaphortternation state. Hence we read the

school as both an allegory and as a metaphoricaboosm of the country.
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Mwalimu Andrew is the main character in the colurhie is a teacher at Mwisho Wa
Lami Primary School and is married to a woman narkedina who he keeps on
referring to as “the laugh of my life.” At the tingé writing this chapter, there is a new
headmistress in Mwisho Wa Lami Primary School reférto as * Bensouda’ though her
real name is Skastina. We notice that Bensoudaname that is used symbolically
following the Kenyan ICC case at The Hague on th872Post Election Violence.
Therefore; Bensouda is a very significant statenmerthe Kenyan history. Though this
chapter is on social commentary, we acknowledgeBbasouda refers to major political
issues that have attracted intense media intevegte. We shall now examine the social
commentaries that we are going to analyse in theptr and the various instances of

humour portrayed.

2.3 Social Commentaries in Mwalimu Andrew’sStaffroom Diary

This section is divided into subheadings that capthe social issues that Mwalimu
Andrew pin-points. They include; patriarchy, MwaliM\ndrew’s fraternal relationships,
family, Mwalimu Andrew and his social aspirationsdafinally, Mwalimu Andrew’s
Status. This gives Mwalimu Andrew a platform to tione addressing the socio-political
issues that have been raised from before. In nmasiences, we notice that the school
governing system changes on their representatimtes basing on the serious social
issues taking place in the country. These examplesy how Mwalimu Andrew

represents the thematic concerns to which we nowttu
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2.3.1 Mwalimu Andrew’s Portrayal of Marriage and Patriarchal Relationships

Under this section, we discuss the relationshipreen Mwalimu Andrew and his father.
We are grounded by Allan Johnson’s (2005) definitad patriarchy, where he argues
that, patriarchy is organized around relationslaipd shared understandings. From this,
we can gather that, Mwalimu Andrew has severaltigglahips including; him and the
father, the wife and the siblings. In our socidathers and sons are expected to have a
certain relationship whereby, they confide in eatiter since a boy is taught how to be a
man by mostly spending time with the father. Weabie to relate with how Mwalimu is
being treated by his father whereby, the fathenkihihe is entitled to his son’s
achievement — when he insists on Mwalimu giving Inmoney monthly and buying him
drinks because Andrew is his son. The fact that MmaAndrew is a teacher makes the

situation worse because he has a regular income.

To cite an example of this, Mwalimu tells us of hbe feels his wife wants to ‘sit on
him’ and he will ensure that, that does not happerhis March 3, 2013 episode, he
writes “Ominous Signs Fiolina Plans to Sit on Me”
... A few days later, Senje came and asked me ot pay school
fees for Theophillas her son. This was around thee twe had just
received a salary increase. | planned to givee&s88p0, until | told my
first lady. “ tangu lini ukakuwa Red Cross?” [sinmben did you become
Red Cross] she asked me. “mimi sina leso na viaywele yangu ni
mbaya [l don’t have a wrapper and shoes, my habbad] and you are

freely distributing money. Are you campaigning #® én MP?” Once she
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was denied the money, Senje went around tellingyewe that Fiolina
had sat on me. As you know, ever since Hon. MuKilanzo banned
weekend tuition, we have been having idle Saturdagd walked out of
the house, | found Fiolina at the door. She blocked“Where are you
going?” She asked me. “ Is it your business wharegaing?” | asked her.
“Yes it is, | must know where you are going,” sheswaered. “What do
you mean?” | asked her, pinched her nose and pustrealvay. | walked
to Hitler's where I joined other teachers who hadsed out on the IEBC
jobs to drown their frustrations. It was about 8RMen | returned only to
find the door to my house locked even though Feolmd her retinue of

relatives were all inside.

The excerpt reveals instances that suggest a séas&iety within maledom. Fiolina, the
female character — Andrew’s wife is still inscribadth masculinity efforts to regain
control over what it seems as a threat to her iposin the society. This excerpt is
intended to make the readers rethink their viewgheninstitution of marriage and in
particular the place of a woman in the society. ¢¢ewhen Fiolina locks the house for
Mwalimu and refuses to open until her niece decitespen the door, this seems to
represent the social concerns of people in marsialgevalimu further uses his skill of
humour when he says “ once she was denied the mseeje went around telling people
that Fiolina had “sat on me”(to mean that Mwalimas being controlled by Fiolina). It
is humourous that one’s relative would start spreaduch rumours just because he/she

has been denied money.
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Fiolina further slaps her niece when she opengsitioe for her husband. This obviously
does not sound right and the fact that Fiolinaugpsrted by her parents-in-law when
they are told of the incident without listening tteeir son’s side of the story, makes it
even more unfair. This is one of the instances bratgs forth their father and son
anxiety because, it is in such cases that fathersw@pposed to listen to their sons and
even side with them even though they still give ieglvto their daughters-in-law
pertaining such matters. Later after this inciderd,find Mwalimu’s father trying to ask
him for drinks and some money and we are left todes what kind of relationship that
is, that after the father does not support Andtesvstill goes ahead to ask for drinks from
him. This looks like a wake up call to Andrew wheentually realizes that his aunt Senje
and his sisters are right when they tell him tHatudy Fiolina has intentions of “sitting
on him.” This is because, not only does Fiolina ieanbe the one who controls her
money but she also wants to be the one to makesidesi for him and influence
Andrew’s parents on those harsh opinions that stesavfor him to follow. This makes
Andrew curse and even utter words that he realiyncatake back:

....but Fiolina and my parents should know that | @zhabout to give up
my constitutional rights and freedom of movemenssemnbly and

association. Even if it means ending this marriagen ready for this.

Mwalimu humourously talks of how his rights arerggripped off from him and he will
not entertain that in the above example. As we lgeleok into this excerpt, we notice

that during the election period, women wanted tanbeontrol of their marriages because
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the men always wanted to hang out in bars withr telow men to discuss the ongoing
politics in the country. This made the men arrige lin their homes making the women
angry since they had also spend a lot of moneyngugicohol. But as readers, we can
make our own conclusions from the above excerptsaadf Mwalimu Andrew could be

over reacting and could be making irrational decisiconcerning his marriage.

The above was an example of how Mwalimu relateh tie father and the wife, and it
gives us a good insight of how fathers’ alwaysttteair sons no matter how old they are,

they still seem like children to their fathers.

Though he does not have children, Mwalimu Andreifésis full of petty drama which is

brought mostly from the women of the home. Howewdren we look at how he keenly
looks at the idea of the family, we note that, Miwal Andrew has a well formed idea
about his role as a husband and he clearly outhrsgethoughts on what Fiolina should do

as his wife, as we saw in the article on “Fiolinang to Sit on Me.”

With the idea of coalition formation in the polgiavorld during this election period,
Mwalimu Andrew could not be left aside in the fotina of coalitions in his home. With
his sisters around, his mother and wife, there vadi of intrigues because of the many
women in his life and he is not sure who to sidéhwihen disputes arise among them. In
the December §'2012 issue, Mwalimu‘s “ I'm caught in the crossfire Ween the

coalitions at honiehad this issue to address.
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...Caro played a major role in convincing me to mdfglina. The only
person who had opposed my marriage to Fiolina wasay the big sister
but for different reasons. Luckily for me,Yuniausted to her husband
soon after my first lady arrived. But she arrivextk last week, two days
after Caro. And the failure by my brother Fordsémd bus fare to his wife
Rumona to travel to Shimo la Tewa has kept herratoliving with these
women in the same compound even for two days i mask for the faint-
hearted. Although they had been friends for lonhdyeicame clear to me
that Fiolina and Caro were no longer friends. Iithald to do with shoes,
rubber shoes. “ | gave Caro mgomashoes and now she has made them
hers,” Fiolina fumed. That night as we were taksogper, Caro came to
our house she was breathing firmalamwa tutaheshimiama[in-law, let
us respect each other] she told Fiolin&/€‘ sio wa kwanza kununuliwa
viatu nabwanak [you are not the first one to be bought shoesybwr
husband] hajua” (I know) answered Fiolina.Na si uko na bwana, si
umwambie akununulie pia weWébut you also have a husband, why
can’'t you tell him to also buy you shoes) but iblia was having
problems with Caro, she was getting close to Yuhley spent evenings
together plaiting hair. ...Mother did not like thispme Wednesday, she
stormed out of her house. She asked Yunia wherechigren were.
Yunia said that Caro was taking care of her daughthen did Caro
become your maid?” “ let her also do some work.’hMutold mother. “

mnapend&kubembeleza Caro sana.”[you like being soft to Garanuch]
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“chunga hiyo mdomo yako Yunia,”[watch what you Séynia] mother
warned. “naona kwanini huezi kuishi na bwafilaan see why you cannot
stay with your husband] Umefunza dadako hizi tahlzaya mpaka pia
yeye amekosana na bwana wake.”[you have influengear sister
negatively that is why she cannot stay with herbhnsg] mother said. It
was only then that | realized that both Yunia aratcChad differed with
their husbands, meaning they would stay for lorgg.96me reason mother
had started getting closer to Rumona, and has bkis#img her house
every evening, even eating supper there. | hadeady noticed that there
were three separate camps in our home, until |&sirsday. Rumona
usually sells scones and paraffin outside her hadbseBedford — Yunia’s
son and Fiolina’s niece Frida have been minding ‘“saop” but, that
evening, Frida was eating mandazi. When confronsdte said that
Bedford had given her. | had spent most of theatatitler's and arrived
home to find fireworks. It was not clear what wasppening but there
were three camps. | tried to arbitrate but it wass/\difficult. | was vilified
by all the three camps for taking middle groundaflis when | decided
that | would no longer sit on the fence. | haddim jone of the camps. But
| am not giving support free of charge. Scratch lmagk | scratch yours.

Which coalition should | join?

The above excerpt is rather longer than the prevemes because it elaborates how the

women are related to Mwalimu Andrew and how theflada build on so that the reader
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does not get confused as the conflict does nolyreat with any problem being solved.
We could compare Mwalimu Andrew’s mix-up with thenéusion that was there before
the elections. Coalitions proved to be the way foovfor any candidate who aspired to
win the elections. And as we know coalitions aremied by different groups with

different ideologies coming together to agree omage terms and conditions in order to
back up each other. From the above excerpt, wettegeMwalimu Andrew uses the

domestic spaces and squabbles to satirise the stagioyal coalitions that characterized
Kenya during 2013 election period. So, just as besuhe staffroom space, Mwalimu

Andrew uses the family/domestic space as an aleigomational politics.

Mwalimu satirizes humourously the number of womaertheir home, explaining how
difficult it can be staying with two of your sissgra sister in law, a wife and a mother in
the same compound, especially if the sisters haftegHeir husbands homes. Mwalimu
goes further to elaborate the issue that led tddhmation of coalition. As we have read
above, it all started with the issue of Fiolinadamy Caro her rubber shoes which not
only does she not return them on time, but shesséed child to bring them back to
Fiolina and they are dirty. This makes the two giisa and Fiolina decides to be close to
Yunia — Mwalimu Andrew’s other sister. This anndylsvalimu’s mum who eventually
engages in a war of words with Yunia, her daughtemvalimu’s mother then forms a
close bond with Rumona her daughter-in-law, uht tlay Rumona loses her money and
it causes disagreement among the women becauseasitFmlina’s niece Frida and

Yunia’'s son Bedford who used to help her with sgllin her shop. And as we had earlier
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explained, Mwalimu knows his role as a husband,whn it comes to him finding the

role for coalition formation, he does not know hbg/will go about it.

It is after the time table galore — after Mwalimloeated the lessons maliciously that the
teachers strike happened and lasted for over ahmdhis was an unbearable month to
all the teachers in the country and the governmest even threatening to fire them and
not pay them for absconding duty — as we readezdrbw mwalimu was not going to be
paid his July salary. It is through this that Mwali Andrew’s “laugh of my life” —
Fiolina came up with ideas of how they could tryt same businesses instead of just
idling around waiting for the government to payrntheOn the6th of July 2013 “The
State Can go Ahead and Fire Me, I'm Married to a&WVoman” Mwalimu comments
on why a wise woman is better than a beautiful one.
...every afternoon once | ensured that Fiolina wdwate safe and sound,
| would leave for Hitler's. from there | would si@&r home to take a
sumptuous dinner prepared by the laugh of my lifeafter long
consultations, extensive research and thorough ysisal of the
opportunities available, the risks, capital avddabnve settled on two
business ventures: selling of kerosene and manBadina would make
mandazis every morning while | would sell them aathe village, using

my bicycle.

Mwalimu Andrew feels that he is lucky to have dliamt wife and he is trying to tell the

Kenyan citizens that they could always have theraditive of doing their own small
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businesses and stop depending on the governmeds fonthe white collar jobs. In
return, Mwalimu Andrew tells us of how profitableetbusiness was and he is lucky to be
listening and doing business with his wife, unltke way he was being advised initially
that business is good only if one does not invtigr wife. As he illustrates below;

...it was a lot of money, and if we could maintairclswn a daily basis,

“we could be able to make more money than my sat@ily,” | told

Fiolina. Then the government can go ahead and seck | am now a

business man.

We now move to the sub-section on Mwalimu Andrerglationships.

2.3.2 Mwalimu’s Portrayal of Fraternal Relationships
These are the relationships that Mwalimu Andrew Wwak his friends and colleagues.
Maxwell G. Mensinger (2012) defines fraternity as;
“a relationship that straddles the defined bouretabetween friendship
and family, affection and obligation, desire andcessity, floating
elusively within the human psyche as an indefatgdiond between

individuals.”

From his columns, we notice that Mwalimu Andrew hae places where he socializes
when he is at Mwisho Wa Lami —the school and Hgldrar. While away from home,
Mwalimu Andrew also has friends in Kenyatta Univigr§KU). Within these places,
Mwalimu has got friends who he mingles with and kgowith some of them in Mwisho
Wa Lami Primary. Among his friends, we have Nyagaphire, Kwame, Rasto and

Rashid. These are even the constant characteri¢hases in his presentation of the
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various concerns he raises. They seem to typiddépd in the topical commentaries
Mwalimu Andrew wants to address. We realize thaasnmuch as Mwalimu has these
friends who are good for the consumption of leistiney can sometimes land him into
trouble. A case in point is when Nyayo decidesdatealing things from people’s houses
in pretense that he had gone to Mwalimu Andrew'ssieoto watch football matches and
presidential debates around the 2013 election tvvealimu Andrew had decided to take
advantage of the situation by charging some ofvteeers because he was the only one
at the moment who had a television in Mwisho Wa Laithage, hence a lot of people

gathered in his house.

Mwalimu realizes how a means of getting money wdaihdl him into problems and in
fact, make him use the money saved to bail hinmelfin hisFebruary 24"2013issue,
“How Thieving Nyayo got me in Trouble with the Lanforcers,” this is what he says;
....As one of the only two or three people with a kilog TV in Mwisho
Wa Lami and its environs, last week was very lueeator me. | must
admit that | made some good money. The problerhasthis money put
me into problems and | had to use it to get outhef problems. But last
Saturday, Kanungo’s TV burned and as a result, dhly people in
Mwisho wa Lami who watched the semi-finals didrdarh my house. My
wife Fiolina had cooked supper but on seeing thate were so many
people, she secretly called me to the bedroom fubr@re we quietly ate.
Nyayo left a few minutes before half time. He rekd as the game was

almost ending. By then, Rasto and Alfayo were dgpzidyayo told me
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that he wanted to see me. He then showed me a buotghowerful lamp
that | could use in the house. We agreed on Shab@d gave him Sh. 250

as deposit.

It is humourous how Mwalimu becomes so excited kieawill charge people during the
period when people would be watching the matchisnhbuse since his neighbour's TV
set got spoilt. He does this for two days in a samce after the football finals there was
the presidential debate being aired and peopleedattt watch it so he provided this
service for his friends and neighbours. Howevesgréhwas an unexpected turn of events
when his friend Nyayo decided to be selfish.

... The debate soon began although it was diffiaufotlow since Saphire

and Anthony had to translate what was being saicardund 10PM, we

heard distress calls from one of our neighbourswihNl Mwizi!”

[thief'thief!] She was shouting. “Nyayo uko wapiPNyayo, where are

you?] shouted Saphire. But Nyayo was not aroune, s is my lamp

that was stolen yesterday.” Rashid said. He themvetd me where he had

written his initials R.A for Rashid Abdallah. “* Nya aliniuzia jana

usiku”[ Nyayo sold it to me yesterday at night]dig “kumbe ni Nyayo

mwizi?”"[so Nyayo is a thief] said Rashid. TwenddReét us go] asked

Rasto. We went to Nyayo’s house where we only dolis wife. “Na hii

radio inakaaje kama ile yangu ilipotea jana?”[wlogsl this radio look like

mine that got lost yesterday] asked Rasto. Aninddyayo’s wife, said

that her husband had bought it from the previoughtni Early next
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morning, Rasto arrived at my home accompanied loy galicemen. “ni

huyu,” Rasto said, pointing at me. Luckily, | hadhwme the money that |
had collected the previous evening. | gave thimeyao the police and
was released. Rashid was quite unhappy to seeemdirt the police told

him to report when Nyayo appears. Nyayo has nat Been ever since.

Politics has always had a great influence on péopglacial life and it always affects the
domestic issues in the home or a society — esphepaVerty and corruption. As Ngugi
Wa Thiong’o states inWriters in Politics a writer is always engaged in politics; hence
Mwalimu Andrew describes how politics relate witlarmus individuals. The above
excerpt is a good example of this aspect, sincar@@ble to see the relationship between
the two issues pertaining to a social standing tiaral setting — Nyayo is forced to steal
because of the poverty and he sells the stolensggabd very low price. It is humourous
to note that someone would lie to their wife tHagyt were going to a friend to watch
football or presidential debates, only for thenb&going to steal from people’s houses —
taking advantage of the fact that not so many peopthe area have a television hence
when they gather at one’s house, this is the oppiytthey take to steal. This is the case

for Nyayo — Mwalimu Andrew’s friend and a teacheMavisho Wa Lami Primary.

Nyayo is so courageous that he even sells the nstidens to Mwalimu and the
neighbours from where he has stolen, not thinkivaj he might be caught because the
stolen goods could be identified by the ownerghinevent of watching the debate and a

neighbour screams, it becomes bizarre that Nyayootsfound at Mwalimu’'s house
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where he had also been a part of the group thattiae to watch the debate. Nyayo is
also not at his place where they also find Ras$ti$en radio and the wife claims that

Nyayo had bought it the previous day.

However, we can not dispute the fact that thishathappens not only in rural areas but
also in towns, whereby people would gather in olegse or a bar to watch a game or
news because they want to socialize, only to g& batheir houses to find them looted.
And since Mwalimu Andrew is the one who ended upnmafor Nyayo’s crimes, it does
not sound like a just solution to hold captive twener of the house or the bar. This also
alludes to the fact that friends are supposed tthée to help one another—Nyayo puts
Mwalimu in an awkward position and this was meanbé¢ an opportunity for Mwalimu
Andrew to mint some money since he had the platfeeanshow that he was more
powerful because now the whole village looked uphbm for having a television.
Unfortunately, his dreams do not really come tesmasce he is forced to bribe the police

because of his friend’s selfish behaviour.

With his supposedly major achievements, obviouséreé have to be one or two people
among his friends and colleagues that do not réaéy good about it. And that is what
Mwalimu is trying to bring to our attention follomg his article on him missing his July

salary.

In his article on the4th of August 2013 “Missing My July Salary is Beyond all

Imaginations,” Mwalimu Andrew is trying to plead tbe government to look into his
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case before passing across a judgment on whethehdwdd be paid or not. This is
because the HM had accused him of absconding dutgglthe strike period and yet he
was the only one who used to go to school. Accgrdm Mwalimu Andrew, this is
because before the strike he had written a timetabd had allocated the HM’s wife and
the Deputy H/M classes during hours that they fowede not convenient to them since
they had to attend to other duties. Initially, whitiis complaint was raised by other
teachers, the HM told them that they needed torazgaamong themselves to swop the
lessons and not disturb Mwalimu Andrew, but whes M realized that it also affected
his wife and the deputy, he appointed someonetelpeepare a new timetable so that he
could show Mwalimu that he had the power to mess bp if he ever tries to be
mischievous, and that is when he decided to markdiisent so that he could not be paid
his July salary.

... “Juma has marked all the other teachers to haea n school during

the strike except you,” Saphire told me. That iswlth came to know that

TSC had asked all the HM’s to submit returns shgwvitlre teachers who

had reported to school during the strike. How dabei that, | who had

regularly come to school during the strike wouldnbarked absent while

the rest who never stepped in school had been ohamesent? Later that

day, my sources at the D.E.O’s office confirmedt thavas the only

teacher who had been reported to have been or striiur school and |

would not be paid for 16days. | am taking this uphwKNUT but my

prayer to Kaimenyi is that with the financial prebis haunting me, | can’t
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imagine life without my pay. Please sir, disciplime, warn me, anything

but let me get my full pay.

It is humourous when Mwalimu Andrew is planningfite a complaint with KNUT but

is still asking for some form of punishment frone tHM. This obviously says something
about him being guilty of what he did — punishiig tHM using his wife and also the
Deputy H/M during the allocation of the lessonsadeethe reason he is asking the HM to
either discipline or warn him but not to make hinssrhis July salary. However, we note
that deep down, he wants to pass across the messagaice from the side of his boss
hence the idea of him reporting him to the KNUTia#6. Since he is sure he never
absconded duty, he is expected to stand by his wortimit that he missed duties and
accept the consequences. We can, however, relatdifdu Andrew’s situation to what
some people go through in their job institutionsie@an be humiliated to an extent of
not being paid because of malicious reasons. Bhigeen by the people in power and
authority whereby they are able to pull the stribgsvirtue of them having the final say
in the employees under them. And Mwalimu is sayhgg in such situations, one should
report the cases to the necessary authoritiese-higher organizations which will listen
to both sides of the story and pass a correct eeidiith the high economic standards, it
is hard for an individual to survive with no paypesially, if one is subjected to such a
situation and yet they work so hard to better thedues. This leads us to the next area of

discussion which is on Mwalimu Andrew and his sbg@als or ambitions.
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2.3.3 Social Aspirations in theStaffroom Diary

Dickens’ (2012) explores the different notions géntility in the 18C and the
implications of upward mobility on the lower clasguing that, social aspirations are a
sign of people’s search for identity. Everybodwli®wed to have their social aspirations
and Mwalimu Andrew in th&taffroom Diaryis not an exception. He has been climbing
ladders of success and has gotten to greater belgitause of his determination.
Mwalimu Andrew has been persuing his Bachelorsrekegt Kenyatta University and is
almost through with his course, which will give hibetter opportunities in the job
market. His social aspirations come with him haviogut up appearances from how he
dresses to what he eats. We can conclude that hes ima growth materially in the sense
that, if his wife Fiolina has to bring him food tiee staffroom, it has to be something like
meat, ‘omena’ or ‘matumbo’ and not the vegetableg he considers are meant for the
other teachers who are not of his social standitegkeeps on changing the colour of his
clothes which are Kaunda suits that he considepgresive since the other teachers do
not have. As the election period approached andid@img supposedly the most literate
in Mwisho Wa Lami village, Mwalimu Andrew was sutet he would get the best post

in the IEBC, probably as a Presiding Officer beeanishis qualifications.

In his February 10" 2013article, Mwalimu Andrew uses his humourous wayexplain
to us how he thinks he will be the boss of his lthg#ng elections as he hopes to get the
post of a Presiding Officer. “I might be the HM’84s on March.”

...when | declared that | was the most, if not théyodigital person in

Mwisho Wa Lami and its environs, some enemies o¥ebtigpment
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dismissed me and accused me of chest-thumpinde did we know that
my analogue colleagues would soon need digitalftgpe me? “ This year
| must be a Presiding Officer,” Juma declaredwak a Deputy P.O in the
last elections.” “Who helped you get that job?” tauasked. “I gave up on
election jobs after trying many years unsuccesgfutlThe jobs seem to
belong to some families,” said Saphire. “This isigense.” The H/M said,
“It looks like IEBC doesn’'t want some of us to bevalved in the
elections.” He then tabled a newspaper adverthferlEBC jobs. To be a
Presiding Officer, or Deputy Presiding Officer, oneeded to have a
degree or diploma. Other than me who is pursuidggee, the rest of the
Mwisho wa Lami staff are certificate holders. Aghft was not enough,
computer literacy was mandatory for presiding @fficand their deputies.
There wasn’t much preparation until the HM arrivedhe staffroom in a
panic. “Dre, did you come with your computer? "dsked. | asked why. *
ni kubayal! [it is critical] | have a friend who attded the interviews today
and they had computer practicals.” he announceeert home to bring
my laptop so that | could take them through a crammputer usage. “I
have booked to sit with you during the practicdliie HM sent me an sms

that evening.

Mwalimu Andrew satirizes the idea that he is théyddigital” — one who is computer
literate, in his village and that is why, when te&8C demands that computer knowledge

should be a requirement for all the applicants, Mwa gets a clear picture of how he
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will be the HM’s boss because, just like the otteachers in the staffroom, the HM is
also computer illiterate. When they go for the EBterviews, Mwalimu is encouraged
even more that his HM was planning to attend tteeksl interview the following day,
meaning that he did not think he would qualifyhatt category.
. “ You wait,” the HM said after the interview. “Mé will come

tomorrow for the clerk interviews which | also ajgl for.” “That’s fine

bwana HM,” Lutta said encouragingly. “Even in thiections there are

those who wanted to be governors but settled toerageats because of the

degree thing.” | proceeded for the oral interviewkere | performed

exemplary. | pray that | get the position and thd Hlso gets appointed

clerk and assigned to my station to work under Timat will be a perfect

opportunity for me to revenge.

In this excerpt, Mwalimu Andrew is pointing out thduring the election of the people
who would work for the IEBC in ensuring that tHeations run smoothly, the idea of
being digital in elections was meant to cut out ¢cbenputer illiterate persons. Mwalimu
Andrew obviously has a platform to show off his @elnship and make the rest of his
colleagues feel his importance. That is why the le/lstaff of Mwisho Wa Lami Primary
School was panicking when the HM arrived in schaath a newspaper with the
requirements for the various positions. Mwalimu Aewl had to take them through a
computer crash lesson and still people like the $tiflwanted to sit with him during the
practical. And after the practicals and the orakmviews, the HM and some other

teachers like Lutta who doubted themselves hadotoecthe next day for the clerk
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interviews. Mwalimu Andrew can be seen as someohe wants to be recognized

because of his social aspirations and achievements.

In hisJune 22nd 2013rticle, “Changes Galore to the School TimetaMgValimu does
not fail to brag about how he is normally allocatkdies because of his qualifications.
Mwalimu writes on how he was made in charge ofcatmg lessonsp since he was the
one responsible for preparing the timetable bechassas the only one in the staffroom
with a laptop and digitalised and he had instatlesl software that ensures that he does
not mix up lessons. With this responsibility, Mwali Andrew gets the platform to
revenge against colleagues who have always, imayeor the other, not appreciated his
efforts and those who also thought that he is igtugnd does not know what they do
when they go to the nursery section — where his wifteaching. This clearly reflects on
the capitalist ideology of inequality— whereby, $kan power use it to their advantage.
And now that he is in power, Mwalimu gets the oppoity to frustrate those that are
below him. He writes;

...In the last few weeks, | had noticed that Titodiesh to go to the nursery

section of the school and spend long hours withirido | had to change

this so that by the time he is free in the aftemadeiolina has already

left...Rumona: although she is my sister-in-law, s$tas this habit of

carrying fitina[gossip] from school to home. Anddasure that she does

not arrive late to school, | also assigned her mgriclasses and the last

two classes. Meaning that she would spend theeethiy just sitting in the

staffroom.
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We can see that Mwalimu Andrew is really exploitimg power for his own personal
reasons. For instance, it is very humourous thas lalocating morning lessons to Tito
because he feels that Tito is eyeing his wife Ralit is funny how Mwalimu Andrew is
always noticing Tito doing this and he has not dsken why, neither has he asked
Fiolina. He continues;

...Kwame the Deputy: my revenge was very cold —litgrhassigned him

late afternoon classes so that the rains wouldyswsgart when he is still

around and early morning classes so that he watikeat school while it

was still muddy. The HM, like all headmasters, Has habit of lumping

all his classes on one or two days so that on tinver aghree days he could

make endless trips to the DEQO’s office. | put #wisan end by assigning

him daily lessons at odd hours when it was cleady possible to leave

the school.

Mwalimu’s revenge towards his bosses is humoroua imay but disheartening since
people tend to respect their bosses and do not twdake revenge against them. It does
not cross his mind that this could boomerang artdrim make his life miserable. And the
fact that he does this to most of the male teachérsthe thought that all of them like
wasting time going to talk to his wife in the numseschool section is even more

humorous.

However, Mwalimu Andrew is just trying to show usat happens in our society. Be it

in a school institution or any other institutiomete are such malicious people who
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struggle to get promotions in order to make thearkmates lives unbearable. Mwalimu
Andrew was also trying to rub into his colleagules fact that he had more power over
them to subject them into punishment regarding tlesson allocation if they crossed his
path, which is a bad punishment as a teacher bedacsn complicate one’s schedule.
From this section, we note that Mwalimu Andrew’sigbaspirations have made him a
proud man and is always underestimating the o#ehers because he feels that he is
not on the same level with them. However, soméefteéachers like the HM, are jealous
of Mwalimu Andrew’s achievement hence the mistreattrat times and yet they don't

seem to aspire to do anything.

We are delving further into the issue of sociali@dns by looking at how Mwalimu
Andrew maintains his status in Mwisho Wa Lami asoan to be Kenyatta University
graduate from his vilslage and the only person Wwae been to Nairobi. As a marker of
status, this lifestyle goes a long way from therldee drinks at Hitlers, to the foods he
wants to eat in public and the clothes he wearsusts this as a weapon of sorts to
portray his public image and maintaining it. Itimsrespect to this that we focus in the

excerpt below, on what Mwalimu Andrew’s neighbotimsk of him.

On 2nd November 2013“Nyumba Kumi makes me an Adulterer,” Mwalimu Aerdr is

trying to expose why some people were excited il idea of the nyumba kumi
initiative — an initiative started by the governmém enable each individual to know ten
of their neighbours from what job they do, to wheyt really are away from work, for

security reasons in the country. People had vanieasons for doing this, some always
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waited when the neighbours had cooked, then theldapo and eat pretending to be on a
nyumba kumi visit while others used this opportynd go and flirt with other people’s
wives or girlfriends, as put by Mwalimu Andrew inetStaffroom Diary In Mwalimu’s
case, he liked the initiative because of both nessmd the fact that he was thought of as
an elite, he thought he could do this and set #oe fior those looking up to him.

...I knocked only to find that it belonged to Kimettowner of Mwisho

Wa Lami shardware. There wasn’'t much | was to spattka man and so

| left immediately after. The next house belonged.ticy, a teacher on

teaching practice at Mwisho Wa Lami Secondary...d batten used to

her, and so | removed my shoes and lay on theaofasipped down the

juice. | was still lying when someone knocked a toor. Lucy opened

and in came Johnny, a high school teacher in ahbeigring school. The

man went to the bedroom and as | got up to weasihaogs, he emerged

carrying a nyahunyo.[a whip] “wewe ndio unanyemeleabibi za

wengine?”[You are the one who goes after other lggpmives?] he

asked as he moved to beat me. It was painful andeasoved for a

second one, | jumped out of the house with only slm@e on. With that, |

stopped any more nyumba kumi campaigns.

It is humourous how Mwalimu Andrew used to go tedé ladies houses and they all
used to love and entertain him showering him witiges about how he was one of the
few smartly dressed men in Mwisho Wa Lami villagghwhis favourite green Kaunda

suit. The sarcasm comes in when Mwalimu Andrewpiiesknowing that these women
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had boyfriends and some were married, still usedotwisiting them late in the night.
Considering that he was even being told that bysdwndary school female teachers, he
saw this as a great achievement. But Mwalimu Andie¥eps on forgetting the
boundaries of this initiative considering that #negomen were either married or with
boyfriends, he was expected to behave appropriatebe he used to visit them at night.
For instance, in the above excerpt, we see how @datfile he gets to the extent that he
raises his legs while awaiting for supper to bekedoand brought to him as he watched
the news. The fact that Mwalimu Andrew also usedhoose where to visit was also
funny because he always ended up in a girl's oroenan’s house. Once he went to a
house belonging to a businessman, Mwalimu did weh spend five minutes with him—
which shows that his intentions were not so gendliese, however, are unfortunately
some of the behaviours happening in our neighlmgds in the name of nyumba kumi
iniative. We are then left to ask ourselves, whatthe boundaries of one getting to know

their neighbours?

2.4  Conclusion

In this chapter we have analyzed the social comaniest in the works of Mwalimu
Andrew’s Staffroom Diarythat occurred slightly before and after the 201&cteon
period. The chapter has given as an insight tedlceal occurrences that happened during
that time, like people stealing from others in preste of going to watch the political
debates and even the formation of coalitions in é®®@mulating the political coalitions
and so forth. Mwalimu Andrew can be seen as anopgmer to the social occurrences

experienced in our country during the pre and ptesttion period since he has a platform
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that he can use to raise his pressing issues tfaivbelm most citizens who have
nowhere to speak them. As a literary writer, hesube newspaper as a medium to
explore his creative works with literary stylesdikatire and humour. Mwalimu Andrew
is always smart enough to address the socio-pallitiews from a neutral stand-point
that make him admirable by the readers and alsmg@ikim a wider readership. The
overview of the relationship between the newspapeative writers and the socio-
political themes in Kenya through the past yeax®eaéthat these writers have indeed
functioned as a primary site of the oppositionrdaction to state oppression, and overt
propaganda, these writers like Mwalimu Andrew haver and again played a privileged
role in offering alternative narratives becausetloé access to a platform. Hence
Mwalimu Andrew exploits this genre to suit his taey needs and addresses the imagined
social needs of a society at the same time. Imthé chapter, we will at the political
commentaries in th&taffroom Diarywhich will take a different angle from what we

have been looking at in this chapter.
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CHAPTER THREE

HUMOUR AND POLITICAL COMMENTARY IN THE  STAFFROOM DIARY
3.1 Introduction
This chapter focuses on the political commentatigsng the pre and post 2013-election
period. We look at the articles written during tpexiod to establish that Mwalimu’s idea
of politics is based on other perspectives sucthagobs that he will apply for during
such times and the promotions he might get afteredections depending on who is
elected. In an interview with him, Mwalimu tells thgat one of his reasons as to why he
moves away from the politics in most of his comraees, is to avoid being at
loggerheads with his readers who normally readiuisks for entertainment and they do
not like him being so political, and also the fd@t some people would over analyze his
works and insist that he is biased. This makeyén more interesting to evaluate his
works because we would love to see how he weaeesdiratives to seem less political.
We notice that during such times, not many pedpiektas Mwalimu Andrew, instead,
they think in terms of the propaganda and the ipalitattitudes on the ground. We will
divide the chapter into three subsections: theditee review on the idea of time and
space in thé&taffroom Diarythe national politics and the institutional policThis will

help us demarcate Mwalimu Andrew’s political viearsd his understanding of politics.

3.2 Literature on Time and Space in theStaffroom Diary
In the previous chapter, we touched a little bitlomidea of time and spaces in Mwalimu
Andrew’s commentaries according to how Rodger Kuigzvs it. In this chapter, we will

expound this idea with Bakhtin’s idea on how hdardedf this issue of time and spaces and
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we shall link it to the political commentaries tivdvalimu addresses on the pre and post-
2013 election period. Bakhtin (1992), gives thentéChronotope’ to mean the idea of
time and space. Hence whatever counts is the Hattitt expresses the inseparability of
space and time for literary criticism. And Mwalimsl a good example of Bakhtin’s
definition of a literary writer who creatively mass the idea of time and space in his
commentaries to make them easy for people to relgheand this also enables his works

to have a sense of continuity making them moredite

Through this analysis we are able to further auovidedge of how Mwalimu Andrew
merges his ideas to harmonize his movements of dimderelates them to the history that
he wants to comment on — since time and space isg-exd knowing very well that
Mwalimu Andrew addresses weekly current affairss thoes well with the staffroom

setting that he has created.

As we discuss Mwalimu Andrew’s style of writing, wensider Peter Verdonks thought
of stylistics, who, just like Michael Halliday, |&e at stylistics as the analysis of
distinctive expression of language and the desoriptf its purpose and effect. And in
looking at Mwalimu’s style of writing, we noticedhhe uses certain typical characters to
create a very specific style that is, putting th&nrpoint of the news story he relates to
and at the same time, captures the reader’s atterfior example, when he talks of a
headline like“ Nyumba Kumi makes me an Adulterer,” apart from thtke being
pleasing to the ears and the sense of rhythm it $iash a title adds to the attention

drawing aspect and memorability of the headlinghi®yreader. Through this we could
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say that, it captures the essence of “Publics andhter Publics” theory that we are using
by Michael Warner who argues that, such a headiemsomes very captivating to an
audience in that in as much as one may not evehtheastory, but the fact that they read

the title and found it catchy gives a lee way frscdssion by the readers.

With Halliday’s idea of stylistics, we see how Mwal Andrew brings to life other
people’s experiences and as Martin Mwangi — hisoedvould concur, he writes in the
lay man’s language to be able to attract all kioidsudiences even though majority of his
readers are teachers who can identify with bewsguage. We therefore want to
investigate how Mwalimu invents his language to lese certain concepts as he
represents these socio- political commentaries. M¥& move to identify how he

addresses the institutional politics.

3.3 Humour and Commentary on Institutional Politics
Institutional politics are the political happeninggthin the rural environment of
Mwalimu Andrew, which is Mwisho Wa Lami village aiitd environs including Mwisho

Wa Lami Primary School.

Concern for political morality is constantly linkedth economic morality. Acquisition
of political power is often a means to exercisetadrover economic policy and advance
social status. And as Emmanuel Obiechina puts Hisnessay orPolitics in the Early
Novel “the growth of literacy and spread of the massdimehave encouraged the

dissemination of ideas and information about pmditevents everywhere in the continent
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and in the world at large (21).” This is where Miwal Andrew comes in as a creative
fictional writer reflecting on the pre and post 3@dlection political issues of Kenya

through the media space.

As stated from our sub-title, on the institutionallitics, therefore, we look into how
Mwalimu Andrew portrays the change in the Kenyalhtigal structure right before and

after the 2013 elections.

In his article on the2d" of October, 2012 “Why Some Nominees for Head boy and
Head girl Must ‘Lose’,” Mwalimu Andrew writes abouhe issues pertaining to the
school elections. His main concern is not aboutpibiics itself but the jobs that he is
given during this period. This time, Mwalimu hasehegiven the responsibility of
printing the ballot papers.

. “A suspension can not disqualify anyone from testing,” said
Saphire. “If the Ocampo two are running for presidenow can we
prevent Kaunda or Alex from contesting? Saphire wlas the last
councillor's chief campaigner in the last electioasd is a regular at
Hitler’s. * Since we can’t stop their names frompagring on the ballot,
we must ensure that they do not win the electiotiss’ HM said. He
wanted Malachi, his brother's son to be head b@agreed to help out on
condition that Sandra, Prudentia and Bedford aktoetected as prefects.

“Dre, we need you to ensure that some people ddweadl this school,”

the HM said. “I am ready to have anyone as headhudynot Kaunda,”
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added the Deputy. “We must do everything to stop. Aind since you are

the one who will print the ballot papers, we singéd your help, Dre.”

In the above excerpt Mwalimu Andrew’s satiric skestrikes in the way he draws
parallels between the national politics and thetipslof the school. He reminds us of the
Uhuru and Ruto duo who contested the presidency thaigh they were facing charges
on crimes against humanity at The Hague regardieg2007 post-election violence in

Kenya.

Our attention is held as we read this and we laatgbur own human frailty in drawing

from the public space that which may be wrong bhictv support our own cause as in
the case for Mwisho Wa Lami Primary School, howadegenerating it may be. Saphire
points to our own parody of integrity rules as lghts the case of Kaunda and Alex by
comparing the two student candidates to the presaleandidates, Uhuru Kenyatta and

his running mate William Ruto.

The lesson that Mwalimu is teaching us is that pbétical scene is corrupt and this
corruption runs deep and affects the little pdittbat happen in the lower echelons of

engagements like the school.

Mwalimu Andrew brings the national leaders to tlzame levels of commoners like
Kaunda and Alex. Such cannibalization enables tiigal society at all levels to look

at itself in totality in such a way that the lowsoscial strata does not become quick to
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point a finger at the rot in the national politgiace they too are just as deeply steeped in
the rot of corrupt morals. This can be seen wheNM Hhd Mwalimu Andrew are
conspiring to select a candidate for the positibhead boy by using the same crooked
means that is typical of the political elite. Arlbtigh Mwalimu’s role is just to print the
ballot papers, he manages to pin-point the pldherrigging of elections in the school.
In the27th October, 2012issue, Mwalimu Andrew writes an article on thesaas why
the Mwisho Wa Lami Primary School elections hadb#o pushed forward. “Why We
Postponed Elections for the Head Boy.” This is jastontinuation of the previous
thought about the school elections and the headhéeaand his deputy being nervous of
the other party winning. Though Mwalimu Andrew igtiplaying a political role, he is
the brain behind the postponement of the elections:

... “The laptop is ready for the elections but thare other materials that

| have ordered in Nairobi that may delay us,” Idsdi What materials?”

Juma asked. “We need to finish this thing fasthed people don't ask too

many questions.” | told him we needed to have s@pecial printing

paper for the ballot paper and a projector. “Wisah iprojector for?” He

asked. “We need to project the results on therst@ifi school board as

they come in,” | told him. “Once we do that, no az@ complain of any

rigging, | assure you.” “What if you put everythitigere in the open and

Kaunda wins?” he asked. “I will take care of thatt6ld him. Kaunda had

representatives in almost every class campaigrandpim while Malachi

had posters all over. Based on my own scientifielligence, Kaunda, the

councillor's son was head to head with Alex. Malashs a strong third
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for head boy. Since both Kaunda and Alex came fkdwisho wa Lami
village, they would split their vote and help Mdiawin. This is what we

planned to manipulate.

In this excerpt Mwalimu Andrew is painting the pict of the election board of the
Mwisho Wa Lami Primary School where managementexdtmsns is full of wheeling and
dealing that compromise the electioneering proeasswhich do have an impact on the

final outcome.

Here we find Mwalimu Andrew trying to delay the eien of the school head boy
because he is trying to help his boss’s preferegttiiclate to win and delaying will give
him room to maneuver the results in his favour.sTban be related to the national
elections delay where the country’s elections werstponed by the IEBC from the 20
of November 2012 to March™42013. This was due to the delay of BVR kits which

attracted different interpretations across the trgun

It is humourous how Mwalimu Andrew and Mr. Jumankhithat a projector beaming
results on the staffroom board will not cause alakar any accusations of rigging. We
laugh at how he is trying to play with the psycli¢he electorate by showing the fairness
of his unfair schemes, as he tries to wash oftttege of rigging through the projector.
That evening at Hitler's Bar, is when the arrangetsevere made between the parents of
Alex and Kaunda and the following morning, Alex—dits son, had stepped down for

Kaunda. This disorganized Mwalimu’s initial thoughin how easy they were splitting
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their votes and so the only way this could be sbwas through the postponement of

elections.
... "Karibu sana , Mheshimiwa,” [welcome, honouraki\gjayo said as he
welcomed him (Kaunda’s father). wewe sasa umetdahaa Senator
ama Governor,”[you are fit to be a senator or gowgrRasto told him.
He paid for the drinks then called Hitler asideeyhalked for a long time.
Later, Alex, Hitler's son, joined them. | did noted a BVR kit to know
what they were talking about... Alex had stepped déevrKaunda; Alex
was now asking his supporters to vote for Kaund&a What do we do?”
the H/M asked me. | suggested that the electionmbgoned until such a
time that Malachi would be able to win. “And whaowd be the reason
for postponing them? Mr. Juma asked. “ Simplegldithim. You can say
that all the election materials have not arrived #rat elections would be
done as soon as all the printed ballot paperses@yr The next morning

he travelled to Nairobi and has not been pickingpae’s calls.

In this excerpt Mwalimu humourously tells us that did not need a BVR kit to know
that they were negotiating on making Hitler's séex, to step down for Kaunda and
support him with all of Alex’s supporters. It isthourous when he talks of the BVR kit
since it does not serve a purpose of making pdaptgh in real life. This was going to be
a blow to the Head teacher since they thoughtKlaainda and Alex were going to split
their votes — since they were from the same regamd this would create space for

Malachi to win. The HM, his Deputy and Mwalimu’smesis is on course of winning the
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elections and so they had to do something fast. tAatlis when they decide to postpone

the elections until such a time that their preférchoice, Malachi, would win.

This reminds us of the national politics wherecetas are a do or die situation where
losing is akin to ‘death’. So while Mwalimu Andreseems to be unhappy with the deals
being cut between Alex and Kaunda in their bid &veh‘one of their own’ for the
position of the school head boy, we see that Mwalidindrew and the school
administrators — the HM and his Deputy, are jusiiesperate to have one of their own —

Malachi, win that seat.

On the 18th of May 2013issue, Mwalimu Andrew writes on “Why We Vetted 1Ha
baked’ Prefects.” In this article, Mwalimu Andremses his skills to explain to the
country the reasons the president and his depwtyndt select the best and digital
ministers as had been expected by the public. Heeades this issue using the school
space which is his usual setting. However, this thasperiod when the Kenyans were
anxiously awaiting for the President and his Degatprovide the list of their nominees
for the cabinet secretaries after they had beemrsimoand had to identify the ministers
that they would be working with in their governmenffter waiting for close to two
weeks, that is when the two leaders came up wigt that a majority of citizens together
with the members of the county assembly had cosceiith since, it was a list that
contained some names that had been in previousrgoeats and had not made any

changes on their dockets.
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It is in light of this that Mwalimu Andrew uses tlsehool chronotope to represent these
concerns in a lighter and clearer way. He writes:
... We suggested that we carry out interviews fog txercise but the HM
and the Deputy were reluctant and resolved thay theuld make the
appointments after which the entire staffroom wotdsider the list for
approval. For two days, the HM and his Deputy sahe HM'’s office for
long hours drafting a list of appointees. With thesrcise taking so long,
we expected a list of credible names to approveileNhe list had one or

two surprises, the majority of the nominees weeeusual suspects.

It is very humourous when Mwalimu uses the terne ‘tisual suspects’ and as we laugh
at it, we cannot help but compare these ‘usualfegtesuspects to the usual names that
were being listed by the President and his Deg(ggping in mind that the teachers were
hoping that after the many hours they spent selgcgéveryone was hoping for a certain

change or a bit of credibility.

The teachers get to complain and the HM togeth#r his Deputy agree that all the
candidates go through an interview session sctiieabest candidate may win fairly. But
this does not go as planned as we read from thergtxc

...Lutta who had been quiet all along rose to spé@dk. Headmaster and Deputy,

| agree with you that you were looking for the bemtdidates regardless of where

they come from. Is it a coincidence that most & ttlominees come from your

villages? ” About seven of the names come from Ke/anvillage while another
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nine are the HM’s neighbours.” Most of the teacheupported the interview
proposal but the HM and his Deputy rejected tha.idelt was only later that
evening at Hitler's that | came to know what hatually happened. “Why did
you give the HM the questions before hand? Thendpke entire evening and
this morning coaching the nominees on how to ansther questions,” said
Saphire. “So that is the reason all the candidatesvered the questions!” |
exclaimed. Outraged, | struck a deal with Saphireld everything possible to

reverse the appointments.

We can clearly relate to our government’s situatainthat time — after the general
elections. The only difference, however, is Mwalisnaonclusion that he and Saphire
will try to do everything possible to reverse tippaintments. Obviously when we relate
it to the national situation, we find that therensthing anyone could do since the

appointments had already been done.

The institutional politics range from elections poomotions in Mwisho Wa Lami
Primary School. Gloria was the initial nursery teacat Mwisho Wa Lami before Fiolina
took over from her after Gloria decided to resigwen after being lucky to fall in the
category of people who were the first lot on thenba five initiative (five years added
for them before retirement). On tB6" January 2013 Mwalimu uses Fiolina to express
how a few people get direct nominations in thetedes. In his article, * How Fiolina got

a Direct Nominatiori he writes this;
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...Gloria should have retired a few years ago butrwtihee government
introduced the bamba tano plan[an additional fiearg for teachers
before retirement] for teachers who were approacbbhyears of age, she
took advantage and postponed her retirement byr&y@&ais did not go
well with many people for there were so many wormaesund who had
been waiting to take over her post — one of thetruasative in our larger
area. There was Rasto’s daughter, who even haddtassisting Gloria
free of charge in the hope that she would be teftharge. She got married
when Gloria’s bamba five plan was approved. Theas @&lso Rashid’s
son’s wife as well as Lutta’s second wife, and ¢&jsapostle Elkana’s
oldest daughter, but when | made Fiolina my fiegtyl, | got interested in
finding out. She was the ideal candidate to succgkedia, since Gloria
was employed by the county council. | went to dse ¢ouncilor who
promised to do everything to ensure that Fiolints glee job. In return |
decided to be one of his campaigners in Mwisho amiL | also used my
laptop to print his posters free of charge. | waguma’s office the next
day when Juma told me that Gloria had fallen il éwad decided to retire
earlier than planned. That evening | met Nyayo, sithool's P.T.A
[Parents, Teachers Association] Chairman, and Bashe treasurer, at
Hitler's after buying them several pick-ups, | taltem of the impending
appointment of the nursery teacher and why we neegive Fiolina the
job. ...We dismissed all the handwritten applications dhhge remained.

Although Prisca had attached her certificates,tdenot have a C.V she
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failed at this stage. “We can’t allow people fronther villages to
dominate us” said Nyayo, regarding Lutta’s wife. Was supported by
Rashid and although the H/M differed with them,weas overruled and
only one candidate remained: Fiolina. Rashid andydydid not think an
interview was necessary. “ Just appoint her diygcyayo said. “I know

her, she is a good lady,” Rashid said, just noreihat.

In this excerpt we see Mwalimu satirizing the way @olitics are full of underhand
negotiations where positions are never given basetherit but on dubious grounds of
knowing the right people in the right places. Andthis case, he takes advantage of the

situation to help his wife get a job.

Mwalimu Andrew fights for his wife to get the pasit of the nursery school teacher.
Mwalimu Andrew shows the levels of desperation Whitan can sink into when looking
for a source of livelihood. The panel for employihg@ new teacher easily dismisses the
other candidates on flimsy grounds of coming frdma wrong village just so that they
can sieve right up to their preferred candidatdaough it is humourous how Mwalimu
could stoop to the level of agreeing to campaigntfi@ councilor and even print his
ballot papers for free — in hope that the councimuld help Fiolina get employed in
Mwisho Wa Lami Primary, only to realize later thalt this was in vain since the

councilor had no hand in the appointments of thrseny school teachers.
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3.4  The National Politics in theStaffroom Diary
As we look into the national politics commentariege want to identify whether
Mwalimu has the same idea concerning the politidside the school setting and how he

manages to link the national politics to the screpalce.

On the24th February of 2013 Mwalimu Andrew raises an alarm on his suspicitbrag
people are planning to rig the polls in his villagke says; “There’s a plot to rig polls in
Mwisho”
...Unless the IEBC chairman, the Police Commissiaret the Minister
for Education intervenes, the General ElectionsMwisho Wa Lami
polling station will be a great sham. This is besmauvenemies of
development have conspired to lock me out of pnegithe elections so as
to impose unpopular leaders against the wisheleofajority in Mwisho
Wa Lami and its environs. As you know, besides ldIM and Deputy,
our Area Education Officer (AEO) also attended theerviews. Ever
since | sacked the assistant chief’'s son as aqirefe don't see eye to
eye. That night, | am reliably informed, our Asarst Chief, the H/M and
the AEO met the Returning Officer, at Cosmos Baerghthey sought to
convince him not to hire me. The Returning Offiteld them off and
ruled that | had no police case and that everhid; no one had proven
that | had stolen. He appointed me as the P.Osifgirey officer], the AEO

was appointed as my deputy while the H/M was agpdia polling clerk
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along with the Deputy, Madam Ruth and Anita. Haviailed to stop me,

enemies of my development resorted to using statéhimery to stop me.

It is humourous that Mwalimu is crying foul that leeabout to be unseated from the
position of presiding officer on corrupt and unpedaral ways yet he does not consider
following the right avenues that could help him veolthis problem. The case on
Mwalimu Andrew taking Nyayo — his friend’'s places the thief, was not a genuine
reason for locking Mwalimu Andrew out as a Pregyddfficer. As we analysed in the
previous chapter, how Nyayo did the stealing irtgoree that He was at Mwalimu’s place
watching the Presidential debate and this is wbhaiMwalimu Andrew in trouble. That is
why; the AEO and the HM resorted to using other mseaf locking Mwalimu out as we

see as we progress with our analysis.

Mwalimu Andrew draws our attention to show us howmian frailty plays upon our
desires — the (AEO and the HM) people in authardyld subject one to misery simply
because they have the powers to do so. Power ¢ertip mind and this is not only
reflected in the rural areas like Mwisho Wa Lamit blso in our supreme areas in the
country.

...last evening the H/M sent me a text telling me thaould be on duty

during the last week. | reminded him that it wassMAtika’s turn

followed by Lutta. “I no but Mrs. Atika is seek W&iTito will not be in

because he will be out,” he texted me back.... Wétdaave all the

teachers going for IEBC training, especially teashen duty!” the H/M
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said. “But you have allowed Ruth, Anita, Kwame amrself already,
why not me?” “l gave permission on first cometfgerve,” he said. “TSC
regulations do not allow me to have 60% of teacheray.” He suggested
that | talk to the AEO for assistance. “If he agréleen | will allow you.”
| called the Returning Officer that evening butdaéd that he had already
replaced me. It was clear from his voice that hes wader immense
pressure from state officials to drop me. Reludyahtvent to school on
Wednesday. Later on, Saphire informed me that inabsence, the AEO
had replaced me as the P.O while Mr. Juma wouldchisedeputy. |

immediately wrote a protest email to IEBC and TSC.

In this excerpt Mwalimu laments the manner in whilclh head teacher in collaboration
with the AEO managed to sack him as a Presiding@ffAs the readers, we sympathise
with Mwalimu Andrew when we see that he has begargthe responsibility of being on
the teacher duty so that he could miss the IEBQitrg, and therefore be replaced by
somebody else who turned out to be the AEO whigeHM ended up being the AEO'’s
Deputy Presiding Officer. Though the text thatlthd sends him is humourous since it is
full of grammar mistakes and we are left to wonldew such a person who cannot even
spell correctly can handle such a big and demangasition. In a way, we would say
that Mwalimu Andrew is criticizing teachers of hg@wor their grammar could be and yet
they are empowered to pass such knowledge anddgego students. Indeed, we cannot
help laughing at him when he says that he immedgliateote a protest letter to IEBC and

TSC.
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On thel7" of March 2013, Mwalimu Andrew had this to write regarding his néme
of work — “My new Digital Career.”
.... “Since Dida did not win, do you see the teachmmsrements being
implemented?” Lutta asked. Interestingly every bea@round claimed to
have voted for Dida, although results from MwisiW@ Lami polling

station show that Dida got only two votes.

This is a discussion held in Mwisho Wa Lami Prim&ghool where Mwalimu Andrew
is a teacher, and it is very humourous the wayhallteachers want to try to sympathize
with the fallen candidate Dida who lost the prestdd elections. “And going by the
votes, we are told that Dida only managed two vbotdsvalimu says. Mwalimu Andrew

is trying to satirize the idea that in as muchleeséa could be very many teachers in the
country, the number of votes Dida garnered wasangbod reflection considering that
these teachers could have even helped in the cgngp#r Dida, who, as their fellow
teacher, would presumably understand their varmmaesis, and would have helped solve

them were he elected as the President.

And later when Andrew goes to hang out with hiser@ders at Hitler’'s bar, that is when
they have their discussion about the new presiagletithe digital era.

.... Uhuru’s house is in state house. This is thebsafhouse] that he built

when he was a teenager. By that time his fathersthshe president. “So

will he continue staying in his simba or he will weoto the main house?”
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asked Kwame. “That will be very tricky,” Rashid g¢ai‘Can you sleep

with your wife in the same bed that your parentharparents slept in?”

The point that Mwalimu is making from this discussit Hitler's Bar is that, Uhuru the
president grew up in State House and is now theid&et of Kenya. Hence the whole
humourous questions on whether he would be sleepitige same bed that his father and
mother slept in. This is because, the African celtdoes not allow for sons to sleep on
the same bed as their parents and they therefereugposed to make their own simba’s.
The conversation shifts to the idea of the promisiaptops that all of the men in the bar
are optimistic that Mwalimu Andrew will get the haur of being in-charge of them since
he is the most computer literate in his school\alage.

.... “But Dre, don't forget me,” said Saphire andrtterdered a drink for

me for the first time in over a year. “What do yoean | should not forget

you?” | asked him. | am quite sure you will playbiy role when the

laptops arrive. In fact, as for you the minimumipos you will be given

is the District Laptop Officesr.” He said. “Are yaure?” | asked. “I am

sure if the laptops come, they will need people vaen® already laptop

literate,” he said.

This commentary basically ridicules the idea thHa tntroduction of the laptops to
primary school is going to be a very challengingggpamme for the government
considering the fact that not many Primary Scheakhers are computer literate. It is

very humourous when Saphire is already foreseeimglivhu’s future career as a District
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Laptop Officer, a post that is quite humouroush® teader since it does not exist, and it
becomes part of the fictional freedom that Mwalioses to create humour to his readers.
With this news on the new digital post, Mwalimu dies to go home earlier than usual to
tell the wife, only to get home and find that hiseahad had a fight with the sister-in-law,
Rumona, over a basin of water. This annoys Mwalamd the wife and they decide to go
and start looking for another house next to thentpheadquarters so that by the time the
laptops arrive, they are already at the headqusaded they will hence avoid the petty
family wrangles.

....we will soon leave this home so Rumona won't gablem. “Really?

That’s so good. Do you mean you have bought lantesdere where we

will move to?” “No, we will soon be staying at theunty headquarters,” |

said. “wah, kwani [are] you are now a D.E.O?” shkea me. “No, | will

not be a D.E.O but only a CLO — county laptop @fjt | said. We then

agreed with her that next day, she would go tocthenty headquarters to

look for a suitable two-bed roomed house for usy tBe time laptops

come, we shall be ready for them at the headqsdrtehe said.

Mwalimu satirizes the idea that when digitalizatmame along, there were some people
who had their hopes and dreams revived and eveedtaaking plans for the future. A
case in point is the Mwisho Wa Lami fraternity, wwhgeople are making plans for the
future — Mwalimu and his wife, planning on lookifgr better houses since Mwalimu
will have a better job. This hope that Mwalimu d¢esain this commentary is a reflection

of how some citizens of Kenya had after they hedoout the laptop initiative, but since
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the people of Mwisho Wa Lami are still waiting,vitould be well if the rest of the

citizens also waited.

In his other commentary on the political issueseth@fter the elections, Mwalimu
Andrew recalls everything he did to make the EtectDay a success. And as we can
recall in the above analysis on the commentariésréehe election, we discussed an
article he had written on how the elections wermdp@lanned to be rigged in Mwisho
Wa Lami and that is why the higher forces of povireithis case the HM and the AEO,
ensured that he was not part of the Presiding @8icAnd though they managed to
eliminate him from the job, they still needed hidls on computer literacy to ensure that
the event was successful. This inspired him toenait article that sends a message to the
IEBC. Onthe 10" of March 2013 Mwalimu Andrew writes an article reading, “The
IEBC Owes Me.” This is what he comments:

... The AEO and the HM were quite relieved to seetogether with the

clerk, we called a senior IEBC official and with rgyidance, he was able

to successfully get into the system. The clerk pasblems using the

laptop and the AEO asked me to stick around justse they needed my

assistance. “Dre, our BVR laptops are about to fica® the battery is

finished,” he said. Please bring yours so that we ase it. The clerk

declared that it could not be used since it didhaate the IEBC software.

It is humourous and sarcastic to the reader aral Misalimu himself, how people can

conspire to eliminate someone from their legitimjates and fix themselves, only to call
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back on that same person to step in and help tmethae same job. In as much as
Mwalimu Andrew is making this whole scenario searmburous and sarcastic, the point
he puts across is the idea of people misusing fwirer and status to hire and fire the
ones who are less powerful in the society. And dtteer fact that several competent
persons lack jobs because of corruption is alsooblegm that needs to be addressed. In
the previous chapter there was the discussioméstaff of Mwisho Wa Lami Primary
School insinuating that the government jobs, estlgcihe ones dealing with elections,
are usually given to the “who is who” of a commyniHence Mwalimu uses the
newspaper space and the satirical humourous Iitess to raise these very pressing

issues.

Later on that same day in the article, we seeabhd#lwalimu Andrew goes to the bar to
rest, he is called by Bedford to go back to thdipgplstation and help in counting the
votes since it was manual and they were not evesreawf how they would send the
results to the IEBC Centre without using the laptop

... | wasted no time going to the polling statiorfolind the HM and the

AEO confused about how to proceed with vote cogntipuickly | helped

them count and by 3A.M we were through and | lefsleep. “I hope that

in the next elections, the IEBC will insist on hgi qualified people like

Dre,” said Saphire.

In conclusion, Mwalimu emphasizes the need for dbgernment to ensure that jobs

should be given on merit and not through other olubimeans such as tribalism or
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nepotism. As we can even see from the concern ghi&awhen he insists that qualified
people should be hired for certain jobs in ordeatoid embarrassing scenarios. This is
because, if good results are expected, then clesflgient people must be put to do the

task.

The final political commentary regarding the postcgon period is when Mwalimu and
his friends try to imagine what would happen if theith, Justice and Reconciliation
Commission visited Mwisho Wa Lami Primary Schoofteh the unfair selection of the
prefects, all Mwalimu and his friends could thinflkwas justice. They needed someone to
do something concerning the HM and his Deputy. Tieavhy in his25" May 2013
issue, he writes: “If TIRC Came to Our School.”

...a week after the appointment of new prefects, ingttmuch had

changed in our school: pupils are still arrivingelaNoise-making in class

is still the order of the day and general schoehuliness is as it were in

the old administration. “You see what this impurofyappointing relatives

is causing the school?” said Saphire.

Mwalimu Andrew and the other teachers are tryingrialyze what the new prefects are
doing and they notice that they are just doing whay previously used to. Mwalimu is
trying to educate us by satirizing the issue ofcamiing relatives and friends. This is
evident in our government when the cabinet secestavere appointed — most of them

served in the old government and therefore couldbnmg any change in the current
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government. This heightens the anger in Mwalimu ligadecides to dig some dirt on his
seniors.
.... | have first hand information of the atrocitiaad human rights

abuses that have occurred in this school. | wilhtioe several. Let’s start
with the HM. The gate was constructed at the same lhe was building a
toilet at his home. Anytime he bought materials tfog school, the lorry
would drop off some at his home first. Secondly,neeer attended class
but would take all the tuition money and leave aishare the little that
had remained. “What about Kwame, the Deputy? lslé@n?” Tito asked.
Every year the 4K Club tills the school farm. Hayeu ever asked
yourselves where the maize we harvest every yeas ¢u? He takes it
home. Listen to me Dre, said Tito. If a Truth Comesmn investigated
human rights abuses in this school, the incidenyaf beating Sandra
until she fainted would be among the top human tsighiolations
committed in this school.” In the end we all agrettht a truth
commission would reveal quite a lot, but felt thla¢ HM and Deputy

needed to be investigated as a matter of urgency.

This excerpt tries to justify that man is prone rtaking mistakes consciously or
unconsciously. It is humourous how Mwalimu is reéalypoint fingers at the HM and his
Deputy and forgetting that even he and the reshefteachers have also participated in
these violations of human rights. Hence when Mwalitries to look for the mistakes

that the HM and his Deputy have committed, he iderta realize and understand that all
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the teachers in Mwisho Wa Lami Primary School hblemish. This article could be
compared to our happenings of the state wherebyother members of the county
assembly are always ready to accuse the Presiddntiia Deputy not keeping in mind
that they have also taken part in corruption. ssdn Mwalimu is trying to pass across
is that people should not subject others to judgeémet knowing that they too can be

judged based on their wrongs.

3.5 Conclusion

We can see that Mwalimu Andrew has tried to movayafvom direct politics in his
articles as he finds a way of playing with wordstong a different angle of the political
commentaries. Mwalimu Andrew tries to capture th&titutional politics in a way that
amuses members of a staffroom, case in point, tmeth Msongari Convent staffroom.
Mwalimu Andrew allows the reader to see the reakon in his perception as a writer.
This is because, his role in society, is to kee@lart and critical eye on societal values
and to hold a mirror up to society to let it seeewlit is in danger of going wrong. We
can conclude further that, the boundary betweselitutisnal and national level is blurred
because in both, people are pre-occupied with peysand exercising power, through
corrupt ways. The next chapter will focus on thiesay of Mwalimu Andrew —how he
uses his characters to represent the social aniticpablissues that we have been
discussing. The chapter will further analyse thiciehcy of the style that Mwalimu

employs in writing his articles.
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CHAPTER FOUR
CHARACTER AND CHARACTERIZATION IN MWALIMU ANDREW’S
STAFFROOM DIARY
4.1 Introduction
In the previous chapter, we discussed how Mwalimdraw uses humour to examine the
political commentaries in hiStaffroom Diary This chapter attempts an examination of
Character and Characterization in the selectedliestof Mwalimu Andrew. The chapter
opens up discussions that illustrate the literasn& theStaffroom Diarysince it focuses
on the use of characters and characterization enwtbrks of Mwalimu Andrew. The
chapter examines how Mwalimu Andrew adopts theiticachl storytelling mode of
infusing characters in order to make commentanmebaih social and political debates in
Kenya as they evolve at any particular time. Theptér is organized into this
introductory part followed by some literature oe iea of character and characterization
and any information related to that, then finally identification of instances of how
Mwalimu uses his creativity to mould different tgpef characters that represent the

thematic concerns that Mwalimu addresses befofiet some conclusion.

4.2 Literature on Character and Characterization inthe Staffroom Diary

From the Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literagrms (2003), Characters are the
people in narratives and characterization is thtbais presentation and development of
characters. The idea of characterization movesstbs/ along because, a compelling
character in a difficult situation creates his @r lown plot; and as we are aware,

character and plot are inseparable in literaturew€ Jonathan (1937), argues that, “
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wholeness” of characters does not necessarily ighe representation, but in the
collaborating activity of readers and audiencesis Tl to mean that, a good use of
characterization always leads the readers or acelienrelate better to the events taking
place in the story. Mwalimu Andrew has adoptedaydmode of narration, constructed
around the school to critique and confront powel atiner forms of dominance in Kenya.
Thus, it revolves around what one may call a typiKanyan traditional school
comprising of the headmaster of Mwisho Wa Lami RmynSchool; Mr. Juma, the
Deputy Headmaster, Kwame and the teachers; Mwalmdrew, Lutta, Tito, Rasto,
Nyayo, Rashid, Madam Anita and Rumona who is alseaMnu’s sister-in-law. Other
characters, though relatively transient include, ddmu Andrew’s family members; his
parents, brother Ford and sisters—Yunia and Casowife Fiolina and his sister-in-law

Rumona who we have already mentioned above ademgak of Mwalimu Andrew.

Stacy R.H(1997), addresses the idea of names bgsudjtionally, a mark of
individuality. This idea allows Mwalimu Andrew towg the characters in his column
names, occupations, houses, sets of personal pmssesto fully complement the
characters individuality for the reader. This fentlallows the reader to associate with the

characters in various angles from their professaaheir belonging.

The fact that each of the stories has a limited memof characters and is based on
“simple incident or a moment of sudden insight”—ether words, is based on an episode,
seems to me more feasible in defining the genediary which is of the Staffroom. We

can therefore, discern the main qualities of thieiroa such as brevity, compactness in
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terms of time and setting, concentration upon gnsoele and one main character—who
is Mwalimu Andrew, a carefully woven plot and thiellily to turn one single episode

into a vast and expressive socio-political commagntHe majorly captures some kind of
social, political documentary, drawing an immensagama of the contemporary
Kenyan society, consisting of social reality highlied in each of the commentaries. To
achieve all these, his idea of stock charactemrgpoesent the issues Mwalimu Andrew
addresses is what makes the column come to life.nbiulding of these characters is

what qualifies Mwalimu Andrew as a creative newgraglumnist.

The use of visuals/ cartoons as support captiotiseiistories by Mwalimu Andrew, have
significant dynamics that prove the columns popukture. As the editor of this column,
Martin Mwangi said in an interview with him thatyibst of the stories are accompanied
by artistic illustrations supporting the particutory’s focus. This section, though not
part of what Mwalimu does, is very important sintcattracts quite a large mass to the
column.” It particularly puts the experiences oé texcluded into the spotlight of the
otherwise censored media and thus makes the reaslevell as the cartoonists read and
see the materials about themselves. | would noe tikexamine the different types of
characters in thetaffroom Diarywith regard to their gender roles, their sociahdtags
and their fraternal relationships. However, in thestegories, we also realize that
characters fall under different types of charaztgion such as; flat, round, static,

dynamic and main characters.
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Ross Murfin and Supryia Ray (2003) define charaatea figure in a literary work that
need not to be human, although most character3 heg.say that modern versions of the
character are generally called character sketdftesy further define characterization as
the various means by which an author describesdaudlops the characters in a literary
work. Mwalimu Andrew uses his sketches of charactaroughout his commentaries
only that he uses them interchangeably becauseeddonomy of the characters he has.
In discussing depth and complexity of characteiorat E.M Forster (1962) makes
distinction between flat and round characters ithatill in use today. He argues that, flat
characters are types of caricatures defined byglesidea or quality, whereas; round
characters have the three-dimension complexityeaf people. Characters may also be
divided into static and dynamic characters. Steliaracters do not change significantly
over the course of a work no matter what actioesghilace, whereas dynamic characters
change whether for better or for worse in respamseircumstance and experience.
Mwalimu Andrew has divided his stock charactersvamious types depending on the
commentaries that he addresses. However, the tberare not well developed because
the narrator (Mwalimu Andrew) emphasizes on theuass message and not the
messenger. Saphire, is a good example of a stagiacter in theStaffroom Diary he
spends most of his time at Hitler's bar drinkinghaslistens to what is going round in
Mwisho Wa Lami village. Mwalimu portrays him as afcoholic and one who is
informative but, would not give anyone informatianless he is bought for alcohol. In
his March 17" 2013issue on, “My new Digital Career”, this is what Mlmu portrays

of Saphire.
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“ you are more digital than those politicians elaig to be digital
and that is why you will have my vote,” said Saphiwho had

been quiet until | bought him a drink.

This excerpt depicts Saphire’s character as a pemdw loves alcohol and would do
something or say something depending on whethéakdeen bought for alcohol or not.
All along, Saphire was aware of Mwalimu being thesinlearned and literate person in
Mwisho Wa Lami, but had not glorified him becausavdlimu had not yet bought him

alcohol.

4.3  Gender Roles as a Form of Characterization
When discussing gender roles, what comes to oudsrisihow women are portrayed by
men. However, according to Jacquelynne S. Eccl87(] “occupational sex segregation
continues to exist and the occupational careerspathmen and women continue to
differ.” Eccles further reviews the economic and/gh®logical costs often associated
with the traditional female choices, and proposésrventions aimed at achieving a more
gender-fair, social system that does not devakitionally female domains. From this
analysis by Eccles, we can conclude that, Mwalinmg&w still portrays women in the
stereo-typical way in that, the women in tB&ffroom Diarystill get involved in petty
squabbles that reduce their level of intellectmalis&walimu Andrew also portrays how
women cannot get jobs unless, through the intetwemtf their men.

...had | not Saphire at Hitler’'s, | would have contd being conned by

the councilor. “ County Councils stopped employingrsery school
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teachers long ago.” Saphire said after | bought &idrink. “ Nowadays,
nursery school teachers are employed by the Heddnfase can’t allow
people from other villages to dominate us,” saichidy regarding Lutta’s

wife. “ just appoint her directly.”

From the above excerpt, we can see that Mwalimdréw goes through all means to
ensure that it is his wife Fiolina who should sectire nursery school teacher job. With
help from his friends, he manages to get Fiolineaching job at Mwisho Wa Lami
Primary School as his husband and also as the mie dlouse. From this excerpt also,
we can see as the readers that, Saphire was ahtlvige Mwalimu only on the basis of
the alcohol he was bought for by Mwalimu Andrews Hbve for alcohol is humourous
because, the fact that he is able to identify ®lera and does not tell Mwalimu unless he
is bought for alcohol could even endanger someolife’'sHowever, we could say that

Mwalimu had to create his character to show thas Is¢atic.

From the above quotation, Mwalimu Andrew also @y$rto us how Nyayo helped
Fiolina — Andrew’s wife, secure a job as the nuwskyacher of Mwisho Wa Lami
Primary School. As the PTA chairman, Mwalimu hadegd®o him to ask for help for his
wife to become a nursery teacher and he helpeddighe position. This shows Nyayo’s
side of being influential, outspoken and kind asképt his word to Mwalimu, to help his
wife secure a job at the nursery section and &lsdéct that his decisions actually matter
in the school administration. As a flat charactesidbes Mwalimu Andrew, he is one who

is always easily recognizable and easily remembleydte reader.
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While looking at how Mwalimu Andrew portrays thengier roles, we can see that, he
employs indirect characterization in his works. His December3®', 2012 article,
“Fiolina’s day out in Nairobi”.

“ Sweethut, | mast go to Nairobi, | can’t remainah& she SMSed me

while having supper. | did not reply, but this didt stop her from texting

me again. “ You can lend the money from your friéridknow | now why

you don’t want to go with me,” she SMSed.

The above excerpt shows how Mwalimu managed tduoaphe traditional female
choice of a wife in Fiolina. Fiolina can be chaeaized as a semi-illiterate character from
the above excerpt, who keeps on nagging her husibardhe issue of going to the city —
Nairobi, with her husband. It is however, satirieald also humourous when we know
that she is a nursery school teacher and her Eniglisad. As the reader, the idea we get
is that, though she is not good at English, shstilispersistent to talking it. The fact that
Mwalimu is literate and speaks very good Englishls® a factor to her struggle to speak
the language. From this excerpt, we can also ctearae Fiolina as a pushy person. She
keeps on sending one message after the other whatihli does not reply and she even
asks Mwalimu to borrow money from his friends if iees not have the money to go
with her to Nairobi. As Mwalimu is still not replyg, Fiolina sends him another message
that she is suspecting the reason as to why Mwadloes not want to go with her to
Nairobi. Besides all this however, Mwalimu Andrewhaves to show how indirect

characterization is evident in his works.
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Apart from basing his focus on gender roles, MmaliAndrew uses women in his
Staffroom Diary to make their plots believable and cause reatterdentify with (or
oppose) the characters in their works, authors ohestribe their characters convincingly
and provide compelling motivation for their actioasd beliefs. In his article on the
December §' 2012, “I'm Caught in the Cross-fire between Coalitions lbme”,
Mwalimu describes Caro — his sister’'s character wivolves herself in petty squabbles
with Mwalimu Andrew’s wife Fiolina.

“ unafikiria bwana yangu ni mshamba wa kuninuniligoma?” Caro

asked Fiolina, spoiling for a fight. “ Dre, sikujuanekaliwa na bibi hivi.”

She said as she left.

Caro can be characterized as a very rude and m@aison from the above excerpt.
From this commentary, we can also learn of how atedul she is since she had been
given rubber shoes by her sister-in-law — Fiolizwag she delays in returning them, only
to send Yunia’s son BedFord to take the rubber shiod-iolina in a dirty state. Her

ungratefulness goes further when she decides tilt iB®lina after being asked why she
brought the rubber shoes in a dirty state. Not a@dgs she insult her sister-in-law, but
she also wants to provoke his brother Andrew ireotd engage in a war of words with
him or even spoil for a fight with either Fiolina Andrew. All in all, from this excerpt,

Mwalimu tries to describe his characters convinlsing order for the readers to try and
identify with them either one on one or throughesthpeople that they interact with that

behave in the same way. From this therefore, we s=m that the reason for the
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underdevelopment of the women in tBgaffroom Diarycould be because of their

involvement in petty quarrels.

4.4 Social Standings as a Mode of Characterization

As we discussed in chapter two, Dickens (2012) esghat, social aspirations are a sign
of people’s search for identity. From his analyais,can observe that, Mwalimu Andrew
is not an exception in classifying not only himdalt also some of his characters through

this avenue for social standings.

In his commentary on th&ugust 7 2012,“Colleagues will only Visit my Home Over
My Dead Body”, Mwalimu Andrew portrays the teachefdMwisho Wa Lami Primary
School as gossips and people who like judging edbbr depending on the material
value one owns. This is what Mwalimu Andrew hasdg about Kwame the Deputy.

“ ningekuwa Anita ningewacha kuzaa.” Kwame saidazam kila mwaka,

kwani ni marathon?

This portraiture of Kwame from the above excerpistrates very different behaviour
that Kwame posses. As the Deputy, it is unethicahim to indulge in small talks with
his members of staff about one of his membersigidbntext, Madam Anita. Since the
initiative was a school program started to supplogtteachers by visiting each other as
they contribute some little money for motivatingceaother, it becomes wrong for

Kwame to give such uncouth comments on one ofdaisiter’s.
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In another commentary still on how the author ( Mma Andrew) tries to make his plot
believable and cause readers to identify with fgpase) his characters, Mwalimu further
gives us a good example using his other colleageetaining to the same incident.
However, from this example also, we are able to ls®& dialogues also play a very
important role in developing a character becausg tiive us an opportunity to examine
the motivations and actions of the characters rdesply.

“ 1 didn’'t believe that was Anita’s house.” Rumosaid. “ everything in

the house was either old or fake.

“ Did you see the sofa sets? Those things areddSalid Madam Mary. “

How someone still has sofa sets bought in 198Dsstiprises me.” “what

surprised me Anita hana Tv,[does not have a Tvjy\aid

“Yawa,” Ruth joined in, “Hata kama hakuna stimadp if there are is no

electricity] si one can buy solar na battery.”

“ | was wondering how come the glasses looked hKkary's,” said

Madam Atika

“ ningekuwa Anita ningewacha kuzaa [if | were Anitawould have

stopped giving birth], Kwame said.” Anazaa kila nkaa kwani ni

marathon? [she gives birth every year is it a nanat

This conversation bothers Mwalimu to the extentt tha says, “ if this is how my
colleagues will talk after visiting me, they ard meelcome except to my funeral.”
From the above excerpt, Mwalimu gives us a cleetupe of how the staffroom is usually

a place where teachers discuss each other wherofotteem is not around. These
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characterizations of the teachers of Mwisho Wa Leam be identified with teachers in
most staffrooms as reported by the teachers irgerd in Loreto Msongari Convent. As
qguoted by Mr Clifford Ouma that, “There are teashike Rumona who are always the
first to start gossiping in the staffroom in ordermake the other gossipers chip in.” A
good case in point would be like Madam Mary and@tcontribute in the gossip. This
does not cut out their male counterparts since igeable to see Kwame — the Deputy

also contributing to the discussion and giving\iesvs on Madam Anita.

We can however say that Mwalimu has shown us thethe dialogue has played in
exploring the characters more deeply and enablsyghe readers to identify with his
characters. We are also able to notice his usadfect characterization to introduce
these characters to us the readers so that we eleduselves the characteristics of the
characters by observing their thought process,\betig speech and their way of talking

with other characters and also discerning the mespof the other characters.

Since characterization is inextricably intertwinetth plot, in order for a work to be
believable, the reader must find the charactersvinomg; and in order to find the
characters convincing, the reader must be ableidoakze them. Mwalimu Andrew
therefore makes his characters “come alive” by rilgiesg not only such things as
physical attributes, actions, conversations and #féects on other characters, but also

such things as thoughts and emotions.
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4.5 Fraternal Relationships as a Form of Charactemration in the Staffroom Diary
This was also a sub-section in chapter two wherelsy,were discussing Mwalimu
Andrew’s fraternal relationships which includede trelationship between him and the
father and also his relationship with his frienbhsthis chapter however, we will look at

how mwalimu characterizes the characters in hisydiad their relations.

As he does this, Mwalimu Andrew employs both direb@racterization, explicitly
presenting or commenting on the characters andectdcharacterization, setting forth
characters through representations of their actistagements, thoughts and feelings. A
good example of direct characterization is how Mmal as the narrator, portrays
himself. Through this, we can see how he relatek tis senior. In th&ebruary 10"
2013issue “l Might be the HM’s Boss on March#’Mwalimu has this to say;

When | declared that that | was the most if notdhey digital person in

Mwisho Wa Lami and its environs, some enemies o¥ebtigpment

dismissed me and accused me of chest-thumpinde did we know that

my analogue colleagues would soon need digitalftgpa me.

From this excerpt, we can see how Mwalimu Andrethaught of being the HM’s boss
is exciting him. This is because, the idea of Mmalibeing the most educated and yet is
not the HeadMaster of Misho Wa Lami Primary Scheelves as an under estimate for
him. This excerpt is however a good example of hehwalimu employs direct
characterization, as the protagonist in $taffroom Diary his character varies depending

on the message he intends to address but oneftirisgre is that he never changes as he
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characterizes himself, is, the idea of him beirgyriost literate and the best dressed man
in Mwisho Wa Lami village. He has created this iikgrsince he is the only one in his
village who has gone to the university and alsodhly one who dresses in his green
Kaunda suits. As we can see from the above excirs,humourous how Mwalimu
accuses people of telling him that he is chest-fhinghhimself and yet as the readers, we
are also seeing him chest-thumping himself. Asnreator and author however, we can
say that he employs a creative skill of direct elterization where he tells the reader

about the character Mwalimu Andrew.

Occupations have also been very tactfully in naseatto highlight characteristics of
certain protagonists. A good case in point in $taffroom Diarywould be the HM to
Mwisho Wa Lami Primary School, Mr. Juma. He is Miwal Andrew’s boss and was
always looking for ways to make sure that he putsaMnu Andrew ‘in his place’
because he used to feel that Mwalimu’s literacy laisceducation made him get so many
things including the IEBC jobs. Whenever Mr. Junaa the chance, he would make sure
he seized any great opportunity from Mwalimu. Assa&v earlier during the IEBC jobs,
Mr. Juma together with the AEO took Mwalimu’s padta Presiding Officer through
dubious means. There was also an excerpt wherelvhenarked Mwalimu absent and
sent it to the DEQ'’s office who had requested headhers to mark the register for all
the teachers who never reported to school duriegsthke period. That was so unfair,
considering that Mwalimu had been the only teachbo frequently reported to the

school.

88



In his commentary on th&4"™ February, 2013 “There’s a Plot to rig Polls in Mwisho”,
we are able to analyse the HM's character as patirdy the narrator.

... suspecting that the HM was “ searching me wortlagreed as | knew

| would only be on duty for two days, and then gothe election training

that was scheduled to begin last Wednesday. Btirtteethe staff meeting

started, Juma and | were not on talking terms.

From the above excerpt, we can see the relationstap exists between Mwalimu
Andrew and Mr. Juma. Mr. Juma is characterized asahcious and Jealousy person
who does not want his teachers to be more powdranl him. As a head master, he is
supposed to be happy with the achievements andrge®gof his teachers, but as
Mwalimu puts it “ He is an enemy of developmenticg his mind is filled with a lot of
malice and corruption—and that is why he would gofar as going to blackmalil
Mwalimu to the returning officer, in order for hinot to be given a job. This is an article
that also addresses the issue of corruption—the e result of excess power and money
hence it further characterizes the HM as corruging a government official in power,

we could also say that the HM is exploiting his powo oppress the less powerful.
Mwalimu Andrew has used his minimal charactersddrpy a lot of different types of

characterization in literature and this is whatpsehim achieve the literary aspect in his

column that separates it from a journalistic column
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Mwalimu Andrew also employs the use of round chi@racn his commentaries. A good
example would be Kwame who has a bit of a complessgnality where he is always
portrayed as a conflicted and contradictory perbgrthe author. As the Deputy of
Mwisho Wa Lami Primary School, Kwame is in-chardetloe school discipline and
ensuring that the school rules and regulationsai@ved to the latter. However, he is at
times strict with the teachers and the pupils lusbmetimes changes to also be among
those who break the laws. In tixtober 20"2012article “Why Some Nominees for
Head boy and Head girl Must lose”, this is what Mma had to say;

... The Deputy rejected the two nominees. “ we cametothis school be

led by well known crooks.” He said. “ what examplall we be showing

out there if we approve these?” he added.

Kwame can be categorized as a morally upright Bepdno values the name of the
School and what people think about Mwisho Wa LammBry School, and he cannot
imagine how the school’s name will be tarnishegeteling on the kind of prefects that
will be elected — if they are of good morals or.nas the Deputy of the school, we
become proud of his sense of morality and his gatriibutes of a good leader. However,
this is just one side of him and when comparedh® dther excerpt where he was
gossiping with his teachers, we note the contradictoehavior and can therefore

categorise him as a round character inStadfroom Diary.

Mwalimu also uses flat characters in his commeasarThese were called humourous in

the 17 C, according to E.M. Forster (1962), and are sonest called types, and
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sometimes called caricatures. These flat charaatersonstructed around a single idea or
quality: when there is more than one factor in therma get the beginning of the curve
towards the round. In the excerpts that we haveys@a from the beginning, we note that
Mwalimu Andrew is one such a character as the akalvaracter of th&taffroom Diary
However, we could also categorize Nyayo as oneflttecharacters besides Mwalimu
Andrew. In most cases, Nyayo is usually a minorrati@r who is major in
complementing the major character, Mwalimu, to hielm move the plot forward. In
these cases, Nyayo is seen to change roles sevieralit the commentary Mwalimu is
addressing during different occasions. As we hagenbreading from the different
excerpts in this project, Nyayo can sometimes lmgw bad. For instance, we analysed
his commentary on how he decided to be a thieindutihe election period and took the
advantage that people did not have TV’s in themés, so, as they watched debates, he

stole from their houses.

4.6  Conclusion

As Mathew Arnold would put in higopular writings in Americathe interaction of style
and audience journalism, is literature in a huRyecisely, how these subjects will be
rendered in prose most often depends on the vigarderplay between an author’s style
and purpose and whatever specific compositionaldstals or general tone required.
Mwalimu clearly surpasses all this requirementssatering that his style of writing and

his use of stock characters is what actually pubsses to reading his articles according
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to an interview conducted in Loreto Msongari Higth8ol staffroom. We conclude by
saying that his use of stock characters helps hiexpressing efficiently the pedagogies

intended.
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CONCLUSION

This study had set out to identify incidences aflour in Mwalimu Andrew’sStaffroom
Diary and how humour as a style is used to represensdh@l and political issues
happening in our country using the creative newspapace. It had the following
objectives; to examine how Mwalimu Andrew’s Staffro Diary exploits humour as a
tool for socio-political commentary and, to analgbaracters and characterization in the
Staffroom Diary The study had two hypotheses; firstly, Mwalimudfew uses humour
in the Staffroom Diaryto comment on the socio-political situation in kanand,
Mwalimu Andrew employs the use of character andrattarization to help in the

development of plot in th8taffroom Diary

The study was guided by two theoretical tools; theory of “Publics and Counter
Publics” by Michael Warner, which allowed for theudy to carry out interviews and
establish how popular thetaffroom Diarycan be rated. The second theoretical tool we
used was, the “Stylistics” theory whereby we foclisa the strand by Michael Halliday,
which allowed for the study to interrogate the laage Mwalimu Andrew uses to arouse
the readers interest in the column.

As observed, the column was not restricted to ipalitissues; in any case, it majorly

focused on politics during the 2013 election period

This study entailed a close textual analysis asd alterviews with thé&Sunday Nation
newspaper editors, teachers and Mwalimu Andrew d&im§hroughout this research, we

realized that Mwalimu Andrew uses conspicuous etdgmelike the economy of
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characters — 15 in number, to address the formslationships and how they impact on
dynamics at the institution and national levels. &almu Andrew uses th&taffroom

Diary sto enable him hold a promise of stylistic relessathereby arousing the readers’
emotions and interests. The study noted that thders could associate with different
characters depending on their social orientatibarefore empathizing with some. The
study also noted that, as some of the charact@tsokechanging in their behaviour, there
were some who were constant in retaining certaimega a case in point would be Fiolina
— Mwalimu Andrew’s wife, who is an illiterate bubwrfident character that strongly
believes in herself no matter the situation on gheund. We are tempted to compare
Fiolina’s strong attributes to Lawino who is alfidarate and backward but is confident

and defends her uncivilized ways.

We can conclude that Mwalimu Andrew uses the sclagsolhe model for social order;
whereby, anything that threatens its existencdsis seen to threaten society. However,
Mwalimu Andrew does not draw clear demarcationswbet the national and the
institutional politics, since they seem to conveagé diverge in various levels. Although
the column does not offer explicit solutions anchaens what Johannes Fabian calls a site
where “perceptions, experiences and problems arg beorked out in an open never-
ending process,”(1978, 317) it nonetheless offeterratives by implication,

foregrounding and intensifying the negative congeges of the issues addressed.

We can also conclude that Mwalimu Andrew’s porttagh gender roles shows his

stereotypical imaginations in that, women canndti@e anything unless through the
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intervention of men. A good example is Fiolina — Mimu Andrew’s wife, when she
was employed as a nursery school teacher, it wasigh the intervention of Mwalimu
Andrew who had to ask for help from his friendse™iomen are also involved in petty
squabbles which portray the typical stereotypeiltdge women and the reasons for their
underdevelopment. As we were able to see, a goathgle during the coalitions that
were made between the four women in the home — Rapf@aro, Yunia and Andrew’s
mother who argued over little things from borrowlimggoma” rubber shoes to the reason
why some had been chased from their marital homdeglimu Andrew’s address of
fraternal relationships was also seen in the stgpezal sense that, fathers’ are entitled to
their sons’ achievements. We see this when MwalAndrew has problems with his
wife and his father asks Mwalimu Andrew to buy hahaohol in order for the father to

support him in his household matters.

From the analysis of his column, we realize that Mwalimu Andrew, language is
important because it is through language that bates humour in his columns. So, the
different literary strategies that Mwalimu has eayeld are a deliberate choice that has
essentially allowed him to foreground socio-poéticssues. A notable trait in Mwalimu
Andrew’s language is that, when he is referringthe negatives in the society or
deliberate jokes, he uses Kiswabhili language tcaeoé the humour. Since Kiswahili is
both a national language and an official languagepntextualizes the socio-political

issues that Mwalimu Andrew.
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As already indicated, Mwalimu’s narratives haveial setting though it addresses issues
pertaining to urban space. This is because, tha space serves as an antithesis of the
urban as it provides an objective distance to bothreaders and the writer, since they are
able to look at the socio-political issues critigdlom the outside. The rural setting is
both an insight of the situation of a state andlsb allows him to give a world view
about the contemporary society. We can thereforeclade that the study identified
contexts of both the rural and urban setting t®atively address the socio-political

concerns intended.

We identified several instances of social and alitconflict within the narratives such
as, friends who turned foes like the instance whigayo put Mwalimu Andrew in
problems after stealing from his neighbours and Mwa had to bribe the police
otherwise Mwalimu would have been arrested. Theas also the conflict of behaviour
and mannerisms of the characters, and a good egatingl we addressed on this was
when Mwalimu’s sisters — Yunia and Caro were at @omth their sister-in-law —
Rumona and his mother. This is when Fiolina — Mmals wife fell out with Caro
because of rubber shoes and they insulted each wthie the mother also spoke very
insensitively to Yunia, reminding her why she hatt her husband’s home. There was
also the conflict of competition for resources amdler this we saw a good example of
the HM — Mr. Juma always competing with Mwalimu Aed over things like power and

jobs.
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We can conclude that these conflicts are constu@mund situations in which
characters are bound to meet and cannot therevoid aach other. The combatants are
friends, family members, colleagues or communityntbers which ensures that there is
no way a conflict can easily end by one actor synggting out. In the same spirit, we
can also conclude that, some conflict is furthenagrted through characters whose
desires, owing to their inherent behaviours, p@nthin constant conflict with other
characters, and a good example that we analysedRwasna — Mwalimu Andrew’s
sister-in-law who was a gossip both in school anticane and always paved way for
people to argue and quarrel. Finally, we can sayttie desire to make conflict credible
and interesting demands that the forces in cordlietbalanced, making the conflicts in

the stories worth reading.

The field of literary journalism goes a long wayle interrogated and | hope that this

work will help other literary scholars to exploréher discoveries in the creative

newspaper space.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX |

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE WITH MWALIMU ANDREW

Introduction:

* My name is and | am a student

pursuing a Master of Arts in Literature at the Uity of Nairobi. My topic is:

Humour and Socio-Political Commentary in Mwalimudkew’s Staffroom Diary As

part of this research, | am required to condudd fieterviews with you as my Key

Informant.

* The purpose of this interview is to obtain informaatabout your columStaffroom

Diary which appears in th®unday Nation

* The interview is voluntary and the information tlyati give me will be confidential.

The information will be used only for academic pases at the University.

* Could you please spare some time (around 30 minigtethe interview?

1.

2.

For how long have you been writing this column?

Were you writing such articles before signing uphviheSunday Nation?
Where did you learn the skill of satirical humotvhich writer/columnist
inspires you?

Could you briefly describe how you twist a mund&®eie into satirical humour?
What do you think attracts readers to your colutdo@ do you relate with your
readers? Are there times when they feel you hademwhelmed them?

Are there cases when you have editorial issuegdapls) with your editors?
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7. Would you name some of the creative strategiescpmsciously apply in your
column?

8. Many columnists write directly about issues in saciety. Why have you
decided to adopt an indirect, literary, creativprapch?

9. Based on your selected articles, ask specific quressbn the period before the
2013 elections and 3 months afterwards: Why didparay XYZ the way you
did in article x...? etc

10.Were you inspired by Wahome Mutahi’s column, “Wleisgi? What attracted
you to this column?

11.Do you think your column can compare with Wahomeahis column,
“Whispers™?

12.How are you able to sustain the column every wg&knonths in a year?

(Knowing that humour is not easy to sustain oviemng period of time).

Thank you very much for your time and for the iniaddle information you have shared

with me.
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APPENDIX I
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE WITH THE (EDITOR(S))

INTEGRATED INTERVIEW GUIDE

Introduction:

* My name is and | am a student

pursuing a Master of Arts in Literature at the Uity of Nairobi. My topic is:
Humour and Socio-Political Commentary in Si@ffroom Diary As part of this
research, | am required to conduct field intervievith Key Informants such as you.
» The purpose of this interview is to obtain informatabout Mwalimu Andrew’s
columnStaffroom Diarywhich appears in thBunday Nation
* You have been selected because of your uniqueilsotidn in publication of the
column.
* The interview is voluntary and the information tlyati give me will be confidential.
The information will be used only for academic pases at the University.
* Could you please spare some time (around 30 minfatethe interview?
1. Could you briefly describe your role in the Medialde/Nation Media Group?
2. Which of the columns in thBunday Natiomprovide the biggest attraction to your
readers? Could you explain why?
3. If you were to rank what attracts your readers, heould you slot Mwalimu
Andrew’s “Staffroom Diary”? Do you have any datatamer survey reports on
this matter?

4. What do you think attracts readers to Mwalimu Andse*Staffroom Diary™?
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. Did you have any editorial issues (approvals) Withialimu Andrew’sStaffroom
Diary 3 months before the 2013 elections and 3 montksnadrds?

. How humourous was his representation of the issBes¥e on the portrayal of
key players, institutions, and situations.

. What unique quality(s) make Mwalimu Andrev&saffroom Diarystand out as a
compelling column?

. Do you think Mwalimu Andrew’s “Staffroom Diary” cacompare with Wahome
Mutahi’'s column, “Whispers”? Probe on similaritisd differences.

. Are you finding it hard to find a sustainable hunmaus column to replace

Wahome Mutahi’s column, “Whispers™?
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APPENDIX IlI
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE WITH THE FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION : (FOR
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, SCHOOL TEACHERS AND GENERAL PU BLIC Y

INTEGRATED INTERVIEW GUIDE

Introduction:

* My name is and | am a student

pursuing a Master of Arts in Literature at the Usity of Nairobi. My topic is:
Humour and Socio-Political Commentary in Si@ffroom Diary As part of this
research, | am required to conduct field intervievith readers such as you.
» The purpose of this interview is to obtain informatabout Mwalimu Andrew’s
columnStaffroom Diarywhich appears in thBunday Nation
* You have been selected by chance from all readeh® &unday Nation
* The interview is voluntary and the information tlyati give me will be confidential.
The information will be used only for academic pases at the University. There will
be no way to identify that you gave this informatio
* Could you please spare some time (around 30 minfatethe interview?
1. Do you readsunday Natio® How frequent? (every week or occasionally)
2. Which items/pages do you read first when you ger funday Natiod Why?
(take note of the numbers and % of the respovises visthe entire group, eg. 4
out of 9 participants gave priority to t&eaffroom Diary which represents 44.4%
of the readership).

3. Do you read Mwalimu Andrew’'Staffroom Diary.

! Focus Group Discussions require 8-12 participants. Make sure there is no gender bias in favour of either
Men or Women in the groups. If possible, hold separate interviews for men and women.
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9.

What attracts you to Mwalimu Andrew’s “Staffroomdpy”? (Look out for the
literariness of the column: stock character comsiton, humourous presentation,
novelty in his imagination, freshness of topic,que or daring treatment of taboo
subjects etc)

Did you read Mwalimu Andrew’Staffroom Diary3 months before the 2013
elections and 3 months afterwards?

Can you recall what topics he covered around tbetieh period?

How humourous was his representation of the issBesi¥e on the portrayal of
key players, institutions, and situations.

What unique quality(s) make Mwalimu AndrevBsaffroom Diarystand out as a
compelling column?

Did you read Wahome Mutahi’s column “Whispers™?

10.Do you think Mwalimu Andrew’s “Staffroom Diary” catompare with Mutahi’s

column? Probe on similarities and differences.
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APPENDIX IV

LIST OF THE INTERVIEWEES

. Mwalimu Andrew ...,

. Martin Mwangi.............ooiiiiiiinn.

Sunday Nation

. CliffordOuma......ccooovviiiiaan

Convent (Drama Patron)

. MarkOondieK....ooeii

Convent

cJdamesKiruthU...ooooee oo

Convent(Geography department)

. Mrs. Claire Odhiambo....................

Convent(Humanities Department)

. Mrs. Calyne Wangala..........................

Convent

. Mr. Josphat Momanyi........................

Convent(Games Department)

Sunday, January 20, 2013
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ceeenn.....Deputy Chief Sub-Edit,

............... teacher Loreto Msongar

................ teacher Loreto Msongari

..........teacher Loreto Msorigar

............. teacher Loreto Mgari

.........teacher Loreto Mgan

..........teacher Loreto Msang



APPENDIX V: PRIMARY TEXTS
How Fiolina got a direct nomination

By MWALIMU ANDREW

Like everyone else in Mwisho wa Lami and its enegpl went through the hands of
Madam Gloria at Mwisho wa Lami nursery a few desadgo. Gloria has been the
nursery schoolteacher since it opened long beformeshb wa Lami Primary School was
started.

If you were not taught by Gloria, you are eithey tdd or you never went to school at all.
Gloria should have retired a few years ago but wtien government introduced the
Bamba Tano plan for teachers who were approachbigsbBe took advantage and
postponed her retirement by five years.

This did not go down well with many people, forthevere so many women around who
had been waiting to take over her post — one ofrtbst lucrative in our larger area.
Bamba Five plan

There was Rasta’s daughter, who even had starsesting Gloria free of charge in the
hope that she would be left in charge. She gotiethwhen Gloria’s Bamba Five plan
was approved.

There was also Rashid’s son’s wife as well as [sugacond wife, and Prisca, Apostle
Elkana’s oldest daughter.

The three had been waiting for Gloria’s retiremsmtthat one of them would take over.
The problem was that no one knew exactly when &laould retire. But when | made
Fiolina my First Lady, | got interested in findiogt.

As you know, Fiolina is a respected ECD profesdiomaving gone to an ECD college
for six months immediately after high school, whehe scored a strong D. She was the
ideal candidate to succeed Gloria.

My First Lady has been teaching three villages aatesy nursery school near her parents’
home. But, last week, the parents protested anddakkr to get a job where she is
married. | had to find her a job.

Since Gloria was employed by the County Councilveint to see the councillor who
promised to do everything to ensure he gave Fidleajob. In return, | accepted to be
one of his campaigners in Mwisho wa Lami. | alsedusny laptop to print his posters
free of charge.

He however kept on promising that he would bring lgtter to Fiolina but he never did.
Had | not met Saphire at Hitler's, | would have ttoned being conned by the councillor.
“County councils stopped employing nursery schaalchers long ago,” Saphire said
after | bought him a drink. “Nowadays nursery teashare employed by the Headmaster.
“Talk to Juma nicely,” he said. | paid for all ldanks that day.

| was in Juma’s office the next day. | could notdasked at a better time, Juma told me.
Gloria had fallen ill and had decided to retirelieathan planned.

“She will be around until the end of January whexpect to have hired her replacement.
“Who will be succeeding her?” | eagerly asked.

“I will be conducting interviews for those interedtin the post next week,” he said.

Here was my opportunity to fight for my First Lady.
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“Have the people already applied?” | asked. The Kald he had not declared an
advertisement and | asked if | could help.

“In KU we have learnt a lot of psychological phibgdy which I'm sure would be helpful
when hiring a nursery schoolteacher.”

The HM agreed but he didn't seem like one whomuldaely on to hire Fiolina. That
evening | met Nyayo, the school's PTA chairman, Raghid, the treasurer, at Hitler’s.
After buying them several pickups, | told them bétimpending appointment of the
nursery teacher and why we needed to give Fiohegdb.

“We need to have a young teacher who lives neasc¢heol,” Nyayo said. Rasto’s son’s
wife lives far away.

“And we want a teacher who is married,” added Rahshkilkana’a daughter is not
married.

“We cannot allow someone from another village teneoteach our children,” added
Rasto. Lutta comes from the neighbouring village.

That evening | typed an advertisement that | knewld/ help knock out Fiolina’s key
competitors:

VACANCY VACANCY!!!

Mwisho wa Lami Nursery School is a faculty of Mwishwva lami Primary School
renowned for producing the young minds that lab@r the primary school. The nursery
is searching for a young, dynamic, female teacher as a strong work ethic, is results-
oriented and is a team player.

Reporting to the Headmaster, the successful caredidél be responsible for planning,
designing and executing the academic, curricular @rcurricular programmes for the
knowledge-thirsty young minds of the nursery.

Applicants must possess a minimum KSCE certifi¢atgh at least a strong D mean
grade), have a certificate in ECD, and be ablepwak and write fluent English and
Swabhili. They should be living in Mwisho wa lamielBg married to preferably a teacher
will be an added advantage.

Successful candidate

Suitable qualified candidates should send their E¥Papplication letters, enclosing
carbon copies of their academic testimonials asdmes to: The Headmaster, Mwisho
wa Lami Pri. School. A rewarding and competitiventmeration package awaits the
successful candidate.”

The next morning we met with the HM and he liked #uvert. He wondered why | had
insisted on a typed application letter.

“The kids of today are dot.com, how can we givernthe teacher who cannot type,” |
said.

| printed it and pinned it on the school noticeliband gate. Applicants had only two
days to send in their applications. | sat with lR@lto make her a CV and application
letter. It was not easy as she could not rememieryears she sat her exams but |
managed to craft a CV and application letter far he

The other candidates also looked for me for hel wiping their application letters and
CVs but | told them my computer had run out of ifitke next day, Nyayo and Rashid
came to the school to help the HM to shortlistihgd them.
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We dismissed all the handwritten applications. Ghhge remained and the Headmaster
advised that we call them for interviews. We chelcaad noted that although Prisca had
attached her certificates, she did not have a @¥.f8iled at this stage.

There only remained Lutta’s wife and Fiolina.

“We can't allow people from other villages to domie us,” said Nyayo regarding
Lutta’s wife. He was supported by Rashid and, aitfiothe HM differed with them, he
was overruled. Only one candidate remained: Fioliae HM wondered if it was
necessary to call her for an interview since she tva only candidate.

Rashid and Nyayo did not think an interview wasassary.

“Just appoint her directly,” Nyayo said.

“I know her, she is a good lady,” Rashid said, tjupeminate her.” And with that, Fiolina
got the job. She starts work tomorrow.

When she gets her salary, | hope she will remertitzerole | played in securing the job
for her.

Chase me on twitter @mwalimuandrew
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Sunday, March 17, 2013

My new digital career

By MWALIMU ANDREW

Although my preferred candidate did not win thespitency, his good showing at the
polls got me thinking that should | bow to pressanel seek the presidency at the next
elections. | would surely give other candidatesrafor their money. Who knows, | may
even win!

Indeed, when | went at Hitler's last weekend, tle@egal consensus was that | should
contest a seat.

“Dre if you contest, you will not need to campalggre in Mwisho wa Lami,” said Hitler.
“We assure you of all Mwisho wa Lami votes so @i can concentrate on getting from
other areas.”

“You are more digital than those politicians clangito be digital and that is why you
will have my vote,” said Saphire, who had been tydieuntil | bought him a drink.

“All I am waiting for is the graduation,” | saidOnce | get my degree, | will try out.”
When we resumed school last Monday, like everywlkése in Kenya, most discussions
centred on the elections.

“Since Dida did not win, do you see the teachaerstements being implemented?” Lutta
asked.

“We are in trouble,” said Kwame, the Deputy Headmias'Since a teacher lost, | am
sure the government will never get to know teachmoblems.”

Interestingly, every teacher around claimed to hanted for Dida, although results from
Mwisho wa Lami Polling Station show that Dida gatlyotwo votes. The discussions
then moved to assessment of an Uhuru presidency.

“Do you know that Uhuru already stays in State HQUsasked Lutta.

“No, his house is just along State House road, te8tate House,” said Tito. “He does
not stay in State House.”

“You what do you know?” wondered Lutta. “Uhuru’suse is in State House. This is the
simbahe built when he was a teenager. By that timdatiger was still the president and
that is why his first house was built in State Hals

“So will he continue staying in hisimbaor he will move to the main State House?”
asked Kwame.

By this time, Rashid, the school’'s PTA chairman h&sied us.

“That will be very tricky,” Rashid said. “I don’thtink he will move to the main State
House; it will be a great abomination,”

“Why do you say that?” asked Mrs Atika.

“You mean you do not know African customs?” wondeRashid. “You, Mrs Atika, can
you sleep with your husband in the same bed that garents or his parents slept in?”
“No, that can’t happen,” said Mrs Atika. “But yoarct say that State House is still using
the same bed that Kenyatta used!”

“Furniture is never changed in State House,” Rashid. “Maybe the solution will be for
Uhuru to use another bedroom but | read somewhatdhis is not allowed.”

“But do you think Uhuru will make a good presidéra®@ked Juma, the HM.

“I do not know, but if he can fulfil all the prond@s that he made, then he will be very
good,” said Kwame.

“What did he promise?” asked Juma.
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“He promised very many things but what | remembe@sts that all primary school
pupils will be given a laptop.”

“You people got it wrong. He promised laptops farersity students, not primary,” said
Madam Anita.

“No, he promised them to primary school teachedori't think that pupils can be given
laptops when teachers do not know how to use laptho will teach the students how
to use them?” asked Juma.

“But not all teachers are laptop illiterate,” | dai'Some of us will teach the pupils and
other teachers.”

“Yeah, kwanza you Dre. I'm sure you will get a gopdst since in the entire of this
region, you will be the only teacher who can usd &ach pupils on how to use a
laptop,” said Saphire.

I, however, did not believe this promise of laptapdil that evening at Hitler's when
Saphire came with a newspaper cutting showing tth@tJubilee coalition promised to
provide laptops for all primary school pupils.

“Is it really possible?” | asked Saphire. “Does gwernment really have the money?”

“I am sure the government has the money. They cproimise what they cannot
achieve,”

“But there is no power in many schools; how wik tlaptops be used?” | asked Saphire.
“Don’t worry, they will be distributing solar lapps,” he said.

| have never seen a solar laptop but | am sura bparate one.

“But Dre don’t forget me,” said Saphire, and thedesed a drink for me for the first time
in over a year.

“What do you mean | should not forget you,” | aslkeah

“l am quite sure you will play a big role when tla@tops arrive,” he said. “In fact, as for
you, the minimum position you will be given is Dist Laptops Officer, but most likely
you will be appointed the County Laptops Officer.”

“Are you sure?” | asked.

“I am sure if the laptops come, they will need deogho are already laptop literate,” he
said. “I heard from a reliable source that teachelisoe given first priority.”

This was definitely good news and | immediatelyevedl a drink. | was quite sure that
once the laptops land, my lot would improve.

“Do you think as a laptops officer | will still eahalk?” | asked.

“l don’t think so,” said Saphire. “Once you areagptops officer, | do not think that you
will still be required to continue going to class.”

| was so happy that | would soon be leaving thestlaom for something better. Saphire
even went as far as telling me that | would noblsed here in Mwisho wa Lami. “You
will be staying at the County Headquarters.”

| bought Saphire another drink and left him. | hadet home early and share the good
news with Fiolina.

It was the first time in a long time that | wasiarg home early. But Fiolina was quite
unhappy. It's only after | inquired that | leariiat she had quarreled with Rumona, my
sister-in-law over a basin of water.

“Don’t worry,” | told her. “We will soon leave thisjome so Rumona won’'t be a
problem.”
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“Really? That's so good!” she exclaimed. “Do youaneyou bought land somewhere
where we will move to?”

“No, we will soon be staying at the County Headtgrat” | said.

“Wah, kwaniyou are now a DEO?” she asked me. “I always knew would not be a
classroom teacher for long!”

“No, | will not be the DEO, but | will be the CLO -€ounty Laptops Officer,” | said. “I
will be in charge of all the laptops that the goweent will soon be distributing to
primary school students.”

“Yes, only you can do such a digital job,” Fiolisaid excitedly, her mood having
suddenly changed from sad to happy. We then agréiddher that the next day, she
would go to the County Headquarters to look fouisable, two-bedroomed house for us.
“By the time the laptops come, we should be reamytiem at the Headquarters,” she
said.

We can't wait for the laptops.
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The State can go ahead and fire me; I'm married t@ wise woman!

By MWALIMU ANDREW

When | married Fiolina, the laugh of my life, it sv&ot just her extreme beauty that
attracted me to her. Unlike most — if not all — wvasmFiolina is very wise.

Indeed | am now a better person than | was duhegte-Fiolina era.

Were it not for her, | would never have moved fromr rural home to Mwisho wa
Lami’s leafy suburbs, nor would | have bought a rewine motorcycle that | use to go
to school. Last week, she also pushed me to malexigion that | am sure is going to
transform our life.

It all started with the teachers’ strike. As yowtn | have had to go to school every day
for obvious reasons. Although | would laze and idteund the school nursery every
morning, | did not really find this to be time-wist since | would be sleeping anyway if
| had remained at home.

Every afternoon, once | ensured that Fiolina walsomte safe and sound, | would leave
for Hitler's. From there | would stagger home tket@ sumptuous dinner prepared by the

laugh of my life.
“So this is how you will be spending your time auyithe strike?” she confronted me last
Monday.

“What else do you want me to do?” | asked her.

“Dre, get involved in some business,” she said. &i\ih you lose your job, will you be
coming to the nursery daily?” That is when my egpsned. That night we deliberated on
various business ventures that could fetch usraltsme income.

After long consultations, extensive research amdoiiigh analysis of the opportunities
available, the risks, and capital available, wélesttton two business ventures: Selling of
kerosene and mandazis.

“Mafuta haiozi,” Fiolina said, in defence of ther&sene business. As for mandazi and
kaimati, we agreed that once we buy all the necgsegredients, Fiolina would make
the mandazi every morning while | would sell themouand the village using my bicycle.
“The market for this is huge,” she said. “Almosteey home requires tea escort in the
morning, especially now that children are at homer dhe strike,” she told me.

That day, | travelled to our district headquartiexrduy a gallon of paraffin at wholesale
price and also raw materials for the mandazi venttihis included an empty crate, flour
and cooking fat, among others.

Had it not been for Fiolina’s wisdom, | would hayvsed Msamaria Mwema. “We need to
save everything possible so that we can maximiserofit,” she said. “Please use the
bicycle; town is not very far.”

| obeyed and rode the bicycle. It was around 1Z18@hen | finished shopping. There
was no way | was going to ride back home on an gmsieimach. | had to reward myself.
| walked to Teachers Tavern, my favourite restaumnariown. | ordered half a chicken,
chips and Stoney madiaba. There were other teaaheusd and as we ate, we discussed
how we hoped the strike continued.

“This will help me manage my farm for a longer titheaid one teacher. Every other
teacher talked about the projects they were inwbilmel was not to be left behind.

“l am also beginning two business ventures thalt mgilolutionise Mwisho wa Lami and
its environs.” | explained to them my two busingsatures. Since | had bought a bottle
of Allsops for each, they all encouraged me to peac
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“Even the owner of Msamaria Mwema began small tiiad,” Kizito advised me.

“But | have a small piece of advice,” said Samwékito’s colleague and one of the
richest businessmen around since he owns the poghd'Do not involve your wife.
Business and wives do not mix.”

Although | did not disagree with him, | was not mgito follow his advice. To me,
Fiolina was an integral part of my business andul keep her involved in all aspects
of my business. Before | left, | bought my wife atthe of Limara spray and two black
handkerchiefs.

In the evening, | got someone who constructed arkdh outside our house from where
we would be selling our stuff. That night, Fiolikaneaded the flour and let it sit
overnight. That night we discussed the businestetail, and had big plans on how we
would spend the proceeds.

She woke up early

Unlike other lazy women out there, Fiolina woke ap5am to make mandazi and
kaimatis. | only helped her light the jiko then wéack to sleep.

She arranged them in the empty crate | had boutghtag she left for school, | put the
crate on my bicycle and started pushing it arodnedvillage. | had bought a new bicycle
bell, which | kept ringing to attract people’s attien.

With all the children and teachers at home, busine@as good. In our Milimani
neighbourhood, | was able to sell about 5 mandagishome. | then went to the village
proper. Here | also sold a good number, althoughktmwas on credit. It is the only way to
do business in Mwisho wa Lami.

| also used the opportunity to inform everyone thais selling paraffin and | actually
got a few orders. By around 10am, | had gone thrdbg entire village and | was happy
to note that | had only remained with three marsglazi

To reward the body that had toiled hard all morningassed by Hitler's to get one for
the path. Saphire soon joined me and | gave hinthtee remaining mandazis for free.
He was very happy. Clearly, he had not eaten amyttiat morning.

Fiolina was quite happy when she arrived in therafion and found that | had sold
everything.

“Tomorrow you have to make more since people nowkihat | sell mandazi.” She
kneaded more flour and woke up the next morninpaée even more mandazis.

We left at the same time—she went to school whileht around Mwisho wa Lami on
my bicycle, ringing the bell loudly, supplying tastomers, receiving money, and getting
rich. Most of the customers were my students, agaklly gave them on credit as | knew
their parents whom | would seek payment from.

| had finished all my stock by 9.30am and | wentkbdome, although | passed by
Hitler’s briefly.

That evening | also got a few people who boughvgene. Two of them took it on credit.
That night we sat with Fiolina and went through dodlections so far—including what
was out on credit.

It was a lot of money, and if we could maintaintson a daily basis, we would be able to
make more money than my salary.

“If | can make this daily,” | told Fiolina, “Therhe government can go ahead and sack
me. | am now a businessman!”

It's good to marry a wise wife.
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Saturday, October 27, 2012

Why we postponed elections for head boy

In recognition of my intellectual prowess and acameacumen, the Government of
Kenya, through its appointed agents, once againtesh me to offer my professional
services in invigilating the KCSE examinations thagin next week.

Unsurprisingly, some enemies of development han [saying that only lazy teachers
are appointed to do this job. Nothing can be furftam the truth.

Any observant academic will tell you that with retéechnological changes, there is
need for teachers with a proven track record inedapve performance and
unquestionable integrity to help in such duties.

When he heard that | would be away from schoolafdew weeks, the HM, Mr Juma,
called me to his office. “I hope we will be abledo the elections before you leave,” he
said.

“The laptop is ready for the elections but there @ther materials that | have ordered in
Nairobi that may delay us,” | said.

| had consulted my brother Pius and he had advisesn what | would need so as to
hold elections that everyone would agree weredregfair.

“What materials?” Juma asked. “We need to finish thing first so that people don't ask
many questions.”

| told him we needed to have some special printiager for printing the ballot papers
and a projector.

“What is a projector for?” he asked.

“We need to project the results on the staffroomost board as they come in,” | told
him. “Once we do that, no one can complain of agging, | assure you.”

“What if you put everything there in the open amaukda wins?” he asked.

“I will take care of that,” | told him.

Meanwhile, campaigns were continuing in earnesichbol. Kaunda, Alex and Malachi
had taken the campaigns a notch higher.

Kaunda had representatives in almost every claspaigning for him while Malachi had
posters all over. Based on my own scientific imgelhce, Kaunda, the councillor’'s son,
was head to head with Alex.

Malachi was a strong third for head boy. Since bKHunda and Alex came from
Mwisho wa Lami village, they would split the Mwishwea Lami vote and help Malachi
win. This is what we planned to manipulate.

In the race for head girl, it had been assumedRlaaketia would win. But the entry of
Sandra, Nyayo’s daughter, had changed things. $bkmexd to enjoy the support of
teachers and the children from Mwisho wa Lami géa

Not surprisingly, all the teachers took sides, va#ith supporting certain candidates and
openly campaigning for them. This came out cledast Monday during lunch time.
Saphire had turned his classes into campaignsdan#a and Sandra.

“I tell you if Kaunda is elected head boy, | wikek a transfer to another school,” said
Ruth, who had just reported from maternity least May.

“So who do you want to be elected head boy?” aSlagghire.

“Malachi is the best candidate for head boy,” sRith. Malachi is Ruth’s brother-in-
law’s son.

“We knew you will support one of your own, when lwibu ever think nationalistically?”
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“I have nothing against Kaunda or Alex,” said Ruthjust can't trust them with this
school.”

On Tuesday after school, | went for evening claggeditler’'s. No, | was not going to
teach or learn anything. Thanks to Saphire, thishat we now call the evening session
at Hitler’s.

There was heated debate at Hitler's that evenirtad not thought that the prefects’
elections would be such an emotional issue.

“We cannot allow both the head boy and headmasteuo school to come from the
same family,” said Rashid. “When he was appointdtl Buma appointed his brother as
head boy, now he wants to appoint his other brattsemn?”

“That will not happen here,” said Nyayo. “As a meaniof PTA, | will not accept both
the head boy and HM to come from other villages ihour school.”

“The head boy and the head girl must come from tilage,” said Rasto, who has
always opposed Juma since he comes from a diffeiiéage.

Kizito, a teacher from another school, had joinedfar the evening classes. “But if
Juma’s son wins, we will be to blame,” he said.

“Why?”
“We have split our votes. Why do we have both Adexi Kaunda standing?” he asked.
“This will allow Malachi to win.”

“Yes,” said Mzee Alphayo. “We must talk to theirrpats so that one of them leaves it
for the other.”

The councillor, as if he knew he was wanted atdfgl also joined us for the evening
classes at Hitler’s. It is not common for him toreto Hitler’s; the last time he was here
was during the last elections. Everyone was hapmet him, as they knew they would
have free drinks.

“Karibu sana, mheshimiwaNyayo said, as he welcomed him.

“Wewe sasa umetosha kuvegnatorama governor,” Rasto told him. He paid for the
drinks then called Hitler aside. They talked fotoag time. Later, Alex, Hitler's son,
joined them. | did not need a BVR kit to know whay were talking about.

The following morning, Kaunda was with Alex as theyved from class to class. |
followed them and just as | had suspected, Alexdtadped down for Kaunda. Alex was
now asking his supporters to vote for Kaunda.

Being in Class Seven, Alex could not vie for theistant head boy’s position so he had
now decided to go for sanitary prefect’s seat, widunda’s support. This was a lethal
combination. Unless something dramatic happenediné@a would win the elections
hands down.

| went to see the HM and told him as much. “Whatyda mean? We can have ballot
papers marked for Malachi or force all the lowemary pupils to vote for Malachi,” he
said.

“Even if we do that, Kaunda would still win the efiens,” | said. “With his main
challenger now supporting him, it will be impossilbd beat him.”

“So what do we do?” he asked me. | suggested ligatlections be postponed until such
a time that Malachi would be able to win. “And whatuld be the reason for postponing
them?” Mr Juma asked.

“Simple,” | told him, “you can say that all the eteon materials have not arrived and that
elections would be done as soon as all the pripédidt papers are ready.”
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Juma was very happy with this. That evening, judag before the elections, he called

for a special parade and announced that the ehsctiad been postponed due to logistical
challenges. He went further. He appointed Malaoli 8andra as the acting head boy and
head girl respectively.

“They will temporarily hold the positions until whehe elections are held.”

The following morning, he travelled to Nairobi ands not been picking anyone’s calls.

*kkkkkhkkik

Fiolina, my First Lady and Duchess of Mwisho wa lidras not been well for the last
two weeks.

Despite all the drugs | have bought her, she hatmuged to vomit every morning and
doesn’t eat much.

| can’t wait for schools to close so that | take teea specialist doctor in Nairobi.
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14/7/2012

Colleagues will only visit my home over my dead bad

| do not yet have any photocopies of myself, buemw start replicating, there is one
thing 1 won’t do: | will not let my colleagues vighe baby.

| do not yet have any photocopies of myself, buemw start replicating, there is one
thing 1 won’t do: | will not let my colleagues vighe baby.

In fact, going forward, | have banned my colleagues visiting me at home. Not when
they behave as they did last week after visitingtan

As you already know, Anita went on maternity leameMay, two days after Madam
Mary returned from hers. And Ruth, Juma’s wifeyvey pregnant, and will start her
maternity leave in September, a soon as Anitamstur

Last week, Ruth, who is Anita’s best friend, delae greetings from Anita. They had
met at the market.

“But | was so ashamed to meet her,” she addedalwdinted to know why Madam Ruth
was ashamed to meet her best friend.
“Si we have not visited her,” she said.

“Kwani you don't visit your friend?” asked Saphirg.visit her but we have not visited
her as staff,” Ruth said. She was talking aboutadition we have in our school of
visiting teachers who get newborns or are bereaved.

Very inconsistent

It is a very inconsistent programme. We visited@trall the female teachers every time
they had babies.

As for men, only Kwame was visited. Due to his eliinces with Madam Mary, the
chairperson, Lutta has never been visited.

We also never visited Juma when he had a baby higtHirst wife. Ruth is the HM’s
second wife. “Guys, we need to visit Anita,” Magjic

Ruth suggested we all contribute Sh700 but it wast slown. “Ati 700?” wondered
Madam Mary. “Kwani we’re buying her land?”

Mary and Mrs Atika suggested Sh300 but Saphirelanth insisted on Sh100. “Gosh!
Sh100 is so kidogo,” said Rumona. “We need to g&t domething she will always
remember.”

“I agree,” said Ruth, “maybe Sh500.” | thought shas insisting on this as she is
pregnant and expects to receive a lot of moneyeovisit.

After long deliberations on this, we agreed on $h3®umona and Ruth were tasked to
collect the money, buy the gifts and organise ftsg.v

But you all know Mwisho wa Lami when it comes tontrtbutions. Saphire refused to
contribute, saying that he did not see how he weukt benefit.

“Why should | give the money and | will never besited?” he asked. Lutta only gave
Sh100, but reminded all that he was never visitadmhe had a new baby.

“But you never told us,” Madam Ruth argued. Lutitet told me that will never allow
colleagues to visit him. “Sitaki kusemwa a wholesW@ he said.

The visit to Anita’s home was set for last Saturday, two days to the date, only
Sh1,250 had been raised. “If you did not contribwie shall revenge when your time
comes,” Ruth warned.
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We agreed to meet at Anita home on Saturday afbern@umona and Ruth went there
early to help her cook. | arrived with Kwame aro@pin, just in time for lunch — ugali
matumbo and sukuma.

There were also several jugs of juice and, sinogai$ self-service, | drank almost a
whole jug. The visit went on well but, come Mond#ye stories we got at school were
different.

It was during tea time last Monday. “Gosh, si kavetu huringa hapa kwa staffroom ni
kama wanatoka mbinguni,” said Rumona as she poleedirst cup of tea. “Kumbe
wanatoka kwa shida!”

“What is it, Rumona?” asked Lutta. “You didn’t coraeAnita’s on Saturday?” Rumona
asked. “Kwani kulikuwaje?” Tito asked.

“I didn’t believe that was Anita’s house,” she sdiHverything in the house was either
old or fake. Did you see the sofa sets?”

“Those things are so old,” said Madam Mary. “Hownsmne still has sofa sets bought in
1980 still surprises me.”

“She took them from her father’'s house and theysardard to sit on,” said Rumona.
“And the way she usually complains of how the chiere are hard,” said Kwame.
“Halafu radio ni ya kitambo sana,” said Rumona.gtily ‘catches’ one station and if you
just touch it it stops.”

“What surprised me Anita hana TV,” Mary said.

“Yawa,” Ruth joined in. “Hata kama hakuna stimaosie can buy solar na battery.”
“Nyinyi mnasema tu TV,” added Rumona.

“The kitchen was worse. Anita has nothing, evendlesses and jugs were borrowed
from Mary.”

“I was wondering how come the glasses looked likes,” said Mrs Atika. “You mean
a whole teacher can't afford glasses?”

“And the food and drinks?” wondered Mary.

“I didn’t like the juice and could not even finisime glass,” said Kwame. “The man who
left after we arrived, was that her husband?” adlesiAtika.

“Yes, that is him; no one knows what he does inrdtaialthough Anita claims he is an
engineer.” “Engineer mgani amekonda hivyo?” wonddéfezame. “That guy got a D+ in
KCPE?”

“Lakini mi nasikia huyo jamaa huchapa Anita kwelddi,” said Mary. “The guy was
healthy and fat some months ago,” said Mrs Atikeheéar he is very sick, mtu hawezi
konda hivyo in six months.”

“Huyo bwanake sioni akimaliza 2012!" said Mary. ‘Naalirealize Anita hana choo
kwake?” asked Rumona. “She uses her neighbour’s.”

“Eish! Na vile yeye hudharau pit latrine ya hap&Wame said before the topic shifted to
the baby. “Mimi sijazaa, lakini kweli mtoto wa miembili hutoshana hivyo?” asked
Ruth.

“l think the baby is underfed,” Madam Mary weighed“The husband has no money so
they are relying on Anita’s money that is why tlaob is so malnourished.”

“Ningekuwa Anita ningewacha kuzaa,” Kwame said. &aa kila mwaka, kwani ni
marathon?”

If this is how my colleagues will talk after visiy me, they are not welcome — except to
my funeral!
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Sunday, February 17, 2013

How thieving Nyayo got me in trouble with law enfocers

By MWALIMU ANDREW

As one of the only two or three people with a wogkiTV in Mwisho wa Lami and its
environs, last week was very lucrative for me. Istmadmit that | made some good
money; although | could have made more had everypaid The problem is that this
money put me into problems and | had to use ietoogt of the problems.

It started on Sunday. For those of you who havegusved from Mars, that was the day
of the Africa Cup of Nations finals. Very few peeph Mwisho wa Lami watch football
matches, but whenever there is a big final, like ¥orld Cup or African Cup finals,
everyone becomes a football fan.

A few years ago, | would have started showing gaatea fee when the tournament
began, but with the owner of Kanungo, the newesi 61 Mwisho wa Lami also showing
the matches, | decided that it was below my sasti@hding to show such games. The
other owner of a TV is Mr Lutta, my colleague ahaal. But you know his wife, she
never allows anyone in their house just to watch TV

But last Saturday, Kanungo’s TV burned and as altiethe only people in Mwisho wa
lami who watched the semi-final did it from my heus did not need a calculator to
know that come Sunday, all roads would lead to myske. | decided to make a killing by
charging Sh10 per match.

With no one knowing for sure what time the game \wasg to play, they started
arriving early. First to arrive were the old menhovhad not even known that the
tournament was ongoing. Rasto, Rashid, and Alfagiges in our home at about 4 p.m.,
and after talking to my father for about half amhdhey came to my house.

“Mpira umeanz@” asked Rasto as he sat down. | told him thatotildl begin later on,
although I did not know what time the match wouddjin.

“Final ni Camerooma nan?” asked Alfayo.

“It's Nigeria and Burkina Faso,” | said.

“I have heard of Nigeria but this Burkina Safoitia new country?” asked Rasto

“Nani alitoa Cameroon, Brazil?” Alfayo asked. It was difficidkplaining to both of
them but | tried.

“Kama hakunahanana Brazil hapa basi hakuna mpira mnaghadded Alfayo.

It was around 6p.m. and Nyayo, Saphire, Kizito aoche other young men had arrived. |
charged everyone except my colleagues at schoahanold men.

“Burkina Fasowatashinda hii kikomhésaid Nyayo. Kizito and Antony agreed with him
but the old men, led by Alphayo disputed that.

“Mnaongea tu ama mnajudigeria?” asked Rasto.

“Are Okocha and Taribo West playing?” asked Rashidhis two are playing then there
is no team that can beat us.”

He laughed out loud on hearing that these two wee playing. “Nigeriakwisha
kabisd”

He dismissed us when we told him that the two vieoeold and that Nigeria had a new
young team. Everyone kept quiet when the 7 o’cloeks started.

“Hii debateya kesho tunaweza onea h&pasked Rashid on seeing an advert of the
Presidential Debate. | accepted, although | didtelbthim that | would charge. My wife
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Fiolina had cooked supper but on seeing that there so many people, she secretly
called me to the bedroom from where we quietly ate.

Soon the game began. By this time, all chairs inhoyse were occupied and children
seated on the floor.

“Mbona hawa wachezaji wako na nywele kama ya wermlaim®” asked Alfayo,
pointing at the players.

“Hiyo ndio fashiori said Kizito.

Nyayo left just a few minutes before half time. Hgurned as the game was almost
ending. By then, Rasto and Alfayo were dozing.

All the people disbursed after the match exceptNigatyo, who told me that he wanted to
see me.

“Niko na kitu nataka ununyehe said. He then showed me a small but poweshlar
lamb that | could use in the house. We agreed &@®d&hand | gave him Sh250 as deposit,
with the remainder to be paid the next day afterdbbate.

| left school early that Monday, and walked hometepare to listen to the presidential
debate. People started streaming into my house ¥divim many of them either friends or
close relatives, it was difficult to force all tay

The debate soon began, although it was difficufolow since Saphire and Anthony had
to translate what was being said.

At around 9.30 p.m., we heard distress calls froma of our neighbours Mwizi, mwizl
She was shouting.

“Let’'s go check!” said Rashid. “Yesterday after floetball match |1 went back home to
find that my house had been broken into and a fawable items stolen.”

“Nyayo uko wapi twen@& asked Rasto. It was then that we realised tlyay®, who had
been around when the debate began, was not around.

“Mwizi, Mwizi” the shouting continued.

“Dre uko natorch?” asked Rasto. | took the solar lamp Nyagd kold me and we left.
We arrived at our neighbour’'s who said that someua tried to break into her house
but the thief ran away when she had cried for help.

We assured her that all was well. As we left, esreywas impressed at how powerful
the lamp was, although Rashid was more curiotii taa inafanana na ile yangu
ambayo iliibiwa jana usikl he said and asked me to let him see it.

“Dre, this is my lamb that was stolen yesterdayg@sRd said. He then showed me where
he had written his initials R.A., standing for RasAbdalla.

“Ulitoa wapi hii?” Rasto asked me.

“Nyayo aliniuzia jana usiky' | said.

“Kumbe niNyayo mwiz?” said Rashid. Twende kwake& We went to Nyayo’'s home
where we only found his wife.

“Where is Nyayo?” asked Rasto.

“Ako kwaDre anaonadebate clulya campaign.” We informed her that Nyayo had left
my place earlier.

“Naa hii radioinakaaje kama ile yangu ilipotea jaaasked Rasto, pointing at a radio
that was on the table. Anindo however said thathusband had bought it from me the
previous night.

“I did not sell anything to Nyayo,” | said. It wa&&ashid’s radio.
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Early next morning, as | was preparing to go toosthRasto arrived at my home

accompanied by two policemen.

“Ni huyuy” Rasto told them, pointing at me.

“Mwalimu mzuri kama wewe ndio unadanganya watu waddhdapa kumbe umetuma

Nyayo kuib@” he asked.Utakaa ndani mpaka uletdyayo.”

| was handcuffed and we started walking to thegegtiost at the Chief’s office.

Luckily 1 had with me the money that | had collettine previous evening. | gave this
amount to the police and was released. Rashid wiés gnhappy to see me free but the
police told him to report when Nyayo appears. Nyage not been seen ever since
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If TIRC came to our school...By MWALIMU ANDREW
mwalimuandrew@gmail.com

A week after the appointment of new prefects, mghmuch has changed in our school:
pupils are still arriving late; noise-making in s$ais still the order of the day and general
school cleanliness is as it were in the old adrai®n.

This was our observation when we met with Saphne Eito last Wednesday evening
after all other teachers had left.

“You see what this impunity of appointing relativiesausing the school?” said Saphire.
“The school is dirtier than it was last week.”

“I am not surprised that the new prefects havebeen felt at all!'” said Tito. “There will
be no impact until they make drastic changes atdap@f the school.”

“Let the HM and Deputy do whatever they want, bog¢ aay, all they are doing will be
known to the public,” said Saphire.

“l agree,” said Tito. “The people who did bad thsng the 1960s and 1970s thought they
would never be exposed; now we know everything.”

“How did you know?” | asked. Saphire and Tito shdwee the newspaper of the day,
which had details of the TIRC report.

“You can see the people who stole land, killed dathined others, among many other
human rights abuses,” said Tito.

| took some time to read through the several sfaied was shocked to note that not less
that 400 senior public figures had been mentionezhie case or other.

“Wah, this is just like MwishowalLami,” | said. Saph asked me what | meant. “If we
were to investigate all the human right violatidhat have happened in this school, the
list would be endless.”

“Dre, that is a serious allegation, do you have ewigence?” asked Tito.

Although all appears rosy at MwishowalLami Primagh&ol, hidden from the public
domain are major atrocities that need to be ingat#d. As an insider for almost 10 years
— as a student, a by-stander and teacher — | listdrd&nd information of the atrocities
and human rights abuses that have occurred instfisol. “I will mention several.” |
said.

“Go ahead,” said Tito.

“Let’s start with the HM,” | said. “Who remembersen the gate was being built?”

“I remember, but what has a gate got to do with &mmghts?” asked Tito.
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“The gate was constructed at the same time the Hig bwilding a toilet at his home.
Any time he bought building materials for the schdlwe lorry first would drop off some
at his home before bringing the rest to schocsdit!.

“No wonder he finished constructing his toilet krefdhe gate was completed!” Tito
exclaimed.

“That is true,” | said. “I believe such deliberatieersion of school resources for personal
gain is a human rights abuse that requires furthastigations.”

“Now that you say so,” started Saphire, | rementhermany times he has squandered
holiday tuition money collected from parents.”

“Yes,” | agreed. “He never attended class but heldidake almost all the money and
leave us share the little that remained.”

“That is a gross abuse,” Tito said. “What about Kveathe deputy, is he clean?”

“Oh, that one has his share of violations,” | sédiget’s start with the school farm. Every
year the 4K Club tills the school land. Have yoereasked yourselves where the maize
we harvest every year goes to0?”

| did not wait for them to reply. “He takes it horhésaid. “And that is not all. Do you
remember we used to have a lunch programme fosedaseven and eight? Do you know
why that plan collapsed?”

“Yes we had that a few years ago but | can’t reme&mmdy it collapsed,” said Tito.

“Kwame killed it,” said Saphire, “He ate all the m&y and I'm sure that is also a human
rights violation as it touches on matters of trearsich.”

“That also reminds me of Praxedes, our headgi@(ml,” said Tito. “Who remembers
how Kwame confused that girl until she failed KCPE?

“Yes,” said Saphire. “She was a good girl but Kwatmtally confused her when she got
to class seven and she never recovered. When sii&§onarks in KCPE, Kwame never
wanted to associate himself with her.”

“I am sure all other teachers are clean,” said.Tito

“No,” said Saphire, “Every teacher here has coneditit least one atrocity or the other.”

“Even this Dre,” continued Saphire.” Do you rememAgril 2010? You beat up Sandra,
Nyayo’s daughter, until she fainted and had toaben to hospital.”
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‘I remember,” | said, “but that girl is generallyeak and it was a mild slap. Why didn’t
other students faint?”

“Listen to me Dre,” said Tito, “If a truth commissi investigated human rights abuses in
this school, the incident of you beating Sandral she fainted would be among the top
human rights violations committed in this school.”

“That would not compare to the violations committbg other teachers, Saphire
included,” | said.

Saphire then challenged me to reveal any violatiemead committed.

“How many classes do you miss every term? How mimgs have you dropped
students’ books or answer sheets on the road winilak? You don'’t think those are
violations?”

“Dre, those are minor misnomers and they would make it to the list. All a truth
commission would do is to recommend my transfdraven’t done anything major to
warrant any adverse mention in such a report.”

He went on: “In fact, it's you Dre who will be mémted for other things.”

“Like which one?”

“Do you remember what happened during Drama Fdstind2009?” he asked

“What happened?”

“Dre I'm sure you do not want me to remind you whappened between you and Mary-
Ann? That would not be missed in a truth report.”

“Saphire | can assure you | am clean, quite unjjke. Do you remember inciting
students to go on strike in 20107 You think thatilkddoe missed?”

Tito then asked us about other teachers in schidolyou think Mrs Atika would survive
such an investigation?”

“Mrs Atika would never survive such a report,” lida“Not after she squandered the
money for the teachers’ chama. Twice. She disappeatith our money in 2009 and
again in 2011 after we revived the chama.”

“She will not be alone,” added Saphire. “She did thith Lutta and Madam Mary. Mary

also disappeared with the lunch club money last.yeam sure a truth commission
would recommend further investigations be carrietagainst the three.
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“It looks like | would be the only clean teachettliey were to investigate us,” bragged
Tito.

“Don’t be so sure,” | reminded him. “You think we dot know how you got a job in this
school?” Tito kept quiet.

In the end we all agreed that a truth commissioualdvoeveal quite a lot, but felt that the
HM and Deputy needed to be investigated as a nadtiengency.
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Why we vetted ‘half-baked’ prefects

If you remember, starting last year, we startedoagimg prefects in second term. This

followed recommendations by the HM. He noted thates we had many prefects in

Class Eight, this made it difficult for them to nage the school as well as prepare for
KCPE.

“This time round we have to break from the pasajdghe HM in the first staff meeting
last week. “We need to appoint honest boys and giflhigh integrity and impeccable
character; people who will move this school tortke&t level.”

We suggested that we carry out interviews for éxisrcise but the HM and Deputy were
reluctant, and resolved that they would make thgoayments after which the entire
staffroom would consider the list for approval. Feno days, the HM and Deputy sat in
the HM’s office for long hours drafting a list gbpointees.

They emerged last Wednesday and tabled their choice
With the exercise having taken so long, we expeatkst of credible names to approve.

“Ladies and gentlemen, we have taken our time toagstrong team of boys and girls
whom, | believe, this school has been missing ftong time,” the HM said as he read
out nominees’ hames.

While the list had one or two surprises, the méjast nominees were the usual suspects.
Malachi, the HM’s nephew, had been appointed hesdwhile Sandra, Nyayo’s eldest
daughter, had been picked to be the head girl.

“We plan to make this announcement during paradwtomow, but before then, we would
like to hear your views so that we can speak wité woice on this matter,” the HM said.

“Thank you Mr HM,” said Saphire. “I am impressedtlwihe quality of boys and girls
you have appointed. However, of the 26 names, wvdycome from this village.”

“Saphire, please note that we weren't interestedhich village someone comes from
when drawing up our list,” said the HM. “All we eat was that the person could
deliver.”

“That is understood, Mr HM, but you can’t tell st your nephew Malachi was the best
we can get. This boy came here last year afterdaebeen expelled from his previous
school.”

Special circumstances
“Saphire, you have to consider the circumstanceeuwhich he was expelled.”

“| agree with Saphire,” said Mrs Atika. “Malachi it the best person to be the head
boy.”
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The discussion next moved to Sandra, the head girl.

“By appointing Nyayo’s daughter to be the head, gwhat message are we sending to the
students and parents of this school?” asked Mr&aAtfNyayo has always been a
problem.”

“Madam Atika,” started Kwame the Deputy, “We didt rappoint Nyayo; we appointed
Sandra.”

“I know but | understand from Dre and Saphire twaenever Nyayo brews busaa at his
home, it's Sandra who usually serves the customedsreceives the money. Is that the
best we could get for a head girl?”

“I don’t find anything wrong with that,” | said. t'lshows a responsible girl ready to assist
her parents to meet their needs.”

Tito weighed in with his contribution. “With all @urespect Mr HM, | note that three of
the County Rep’s children have been appointed giefdHow can one home produce
three prefects when many others have not produssd @ne?”

“We were looking for quality,” Kwame said. “I waké chief campaigner for the County
Rep and | can tell you that | know all his childremll. 1 have no doubt they will
deliver.”

Lutta, who had been quiet all along, rose to sptidk.Headmaster and Deputy, | agree
with you that you were looking for the best cantkdaregardless of where they come
from. Is it a coincidence that most of the nominease from your villages?”

Everyone went quiet but Lutta went on. “About seweéthe names come from Kwame’s
village while another nine are the HM's neighbours.

Near their homes
Madam Ruth moved to defend the HM and Deputy. “Mtta you need to appreciate that
the HM and Deputy were looking for the best. It@spible that students whom they

know well enough are those from near their homes.”

Despite being booed she continued speaking. “HoW @gald they have known the
students who live far away? Let’s be reasonable§uy

Madam Anita vehemently opposed Madam Ruth’s expiamasaying that since the
school was in MwishowalLami village, it was onlyrfahat a majority of the prefects
come from the village.

“However, to confirm that there are students frotimeo villages who are better than the
local children, why don’t we interview all the namees before we approve them?”
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Most of the teachers supported the interview prapbsit the HM and Deputy flatly
rejected the idea.

“We cannot subject young children to interviewsaidsKwame. “Most of them will not
understand what interviews are!”

“If they can’t understand what interviews are, hail they understand how to lead the
school?” asked Madam Matry.

After long arguments, it was agreed that only tkacdchgirl, head boy and four senior
prefects would be interviewed. The exercise wasrn#d for the following morning and |
was tasked with coming up with the questions.

Being children, | did not want to make the intewidifficult and so, apart from a few
leadership queries, | sprinkled in a few questifmos science, maths and social studies.
The HM also asked me for a copy of the questioméchvl gave him.

We carried out the interviews on Thursday mornimgerestingly, even the candidates
who lacked confidence answered the academic questmrrectly.

After the interviews, the HM and Deputy were hagmd kept praising the nominees.
“One or two were not confident but this is someghtiney can improve on.”

Approved the list

“I never doubted that we picked the right prefécdajd the Deputy.

When it was time to vote, all the teachers approvedlist. Parade was immediately
called and the HM and Deputy walked out togethen#édke the announcement.

“This was the most competitive appointment we haver done,” the HM said before
calling out the names.

It was only later that evening at Hitler's thatange to know what had actually happened.
“Why did you give the HM the questions beforehan8aphire asked me.

“He is my boss, | could not have refused to shiaeequestions,” | answered.

“Do you know what they did with the questions?”dsked. | said | did not know.

“They spent the entire evening and this morningcho®y the nominees on how to
answer the questions.”

“So that is the reason all the candidates answiredjuestions correctly!” | exclaimed.
“Yes, we were duped,” he said.

Outraged, | struck a deal with Saphire to do eveng possible to reverse the
appointments
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Eastleigh will never see me again!

Because of heavy expenditures to help keep myfblissarriage afloat, | did not have
sufficient money to pay for fees and so did not enakkor the April session at Kenyatta
University. Had | gone, that would have been mycdttast semester.

Nevertheless, | still found myself in Nairobi. ladh all to do with missing marks. You
see, Wesonga, upon reporting, informed that | Felbkh’ in one of the course units.

There is no way | could have failed that unit apdmu checking, it was discovered that
some CAT marks were missing. | clearly remembendpéine best in that CAT with 16
marks out of 30. Luckily, I had the marked CAT pape

| had to travel to Nairobi to see the lecturerrrived in the city two weekends ago and
went straight to KU. For two days | tried to gee tlecturer but | failed. He was never in
the office and the two times he picked my callsh&l that he was far away from KU.

What this means is that | stayed in Wesonga’s rooost of the time. | just hope that
Wesonga does not notice that after taking a gooalben of glasses, | diluted the juice in
his bottle with water.

Bored to the bone, on the third day | decided t@g® Pius, my brother. Pius was happy
to see me.

“Welcome Dre,” he said. “How did you know that letked someone like you right
now?”

“What is it?” | asked him.

“You know madam is in her third and final semesten need to go shop for the baby,”
he said. | did not understand what semesters hadbtwith babies but | agreed to
accompany him for shopping.

Eastleigh-bound

“We are going to Eastleigh,” he added. This wad fhrat time | would be going to
Eastleigh after hearing about it for long. We [Bftis’ car and used a matatu to go to
town, from where we boarded an Eastleigh-bound tmata

| was still enjoying the journey when we arriveddastleigh. | had never seen such busy
streets. If | was left alone, | would never find mgy around the place.

We went to several shops where Pius bought clotbeshe expected baby. Out of
curiosity, | also asked for the prices of a fewmgg particularly green Kaunda suits.
Although they weren’t the right shade of green swaoking for, | was happy to note that
the prices were affordable. The prices of othem#e including shoes, jackets and
handkerchiefs were also relatively cheap.
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| bought Fiolina a pair of Umoja slippers for lesan half of what they cost back home. |
also bought her a dozen handkerchiefs. | boughdzam pair of socks for myself, with
half of them in red, my favourite colour.

Although I had not liked the suits | had seen,dided to try on one, especially since Pius
appeared willing to pay. We went to the first staoyl as soon as my eyes pointed at the
Kaunda suits, the shop owner quickly started makisgsales pitch.

“Brathachukuahii suit smart kabisa, pure cottonakutengenezeabei,” he said, pulling
Pius and | into his shop. In his attempt to sék guy just lost me when he mentioned
pure cotton. Those who know me will tell you thiinay suits are polyester.

We went to the next shop and although they didhase polyester suits, | saw suits
whose colour was close to what | was looking for.
“Sijuikamaitanitosheabhii,” | said.

“Brathavaahii,” he said. He immediately pulled atain around to create a dressing area
where | could try on the suit.

“Brathauko smart kabisa, hiiukivaautapata promotiesho.” He then brought a mirror
and | could see that the suit was rather tight enlnwanted a suit that | could grow into.
“Nataka suit kubwa, mimisikuhizinanonasana,” | said

“Inakaabibiyakoanapikiawewevizurisana!” he saidglimgly. |1 did not know how he
knew that my Fiolina was cooking for me well.

“Sawa brother, ngojahapadakikamojanikuletee siz® yehe said and disappeared even
before we answered.

We remained in his stall with Pius. Pius used tppootunity to check out some of the
shirts. He was interested in a shirt that had nm@ogkets and was multi-coloured. | did
not understand how anyone could like such a shirt.

Just then, there was a blackout. The shop wasf alsudden very dark and we moved to
the corridor to wait for the shop owner. Althoudte tcorridor was dark it could not be
compared to the pitch blackness inside the shop.

The owner came back shortly afterwards. “Brathapmt&vitu smart sana.
Hebujaribuhizi,” he said, and gave me two suits.

It was very dark inside the shop and he asked mestahange outside on the corridor as
it was fairly dark, and there weren’t many peoplaving around.

“Bratha, toanguohapa, hakunamtuataangaliawewereatimdikesho.”

| took off my suit and tried on the first one. Wallked to the neighbour’s stall that had
lights and used his mirror.
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The suit was a little too big and so we went backis stall to try out the other one.

Under the cover of darkness, | stood in the corrioigtside the stall and took off my
trousers and Kaunda coat. | then asked the shoprawmive me the suit | was to try on.

Torn underwear

As he was handing it over, the lights came bacléréH was, standing in the corridor in
my slightly torn underwear as traders and shoppeeamed out of adjacent stalls to
continue with their business.

| stood still, not knowing what to do or where to. Jhere was laughter everywhere,
especially from the many children that were withittparents for shopping. Pius quickly
pulled me inside the shop as the shop owner wrappeets around me.

Although they both insisted that | try out the ngwit, all | wanted was to be as far away
from Eastleigh as possible.

How could | continue shopping in a place where ywmee had seen me naked?

We left the shop and although Pius wanted us telcloet other shops, | was keen to
leave Eastleigh immediately. As we took a matatckldta town, Pius wondered why |
was not wearing a vest.

“If you had a vest, people would not have laughegba that much,” he said.

| was in nho mood to answer him, as the image ofnaleed while everyone laughed
would not leave my mind.

| could not tell him that my IEBC and Enumeratoshirts were torn and | had not
received replacements after | was kicked out fraemdp a presiding officer in the last
elections. In town, Pius bought me three vests.

But vests or no vests, Eastleigh will never seeagaan!
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Saturday, November 2, 2013
Nyumba kumi makes me an adulterer

When the government came up with the Nyumba Kuntiative some time ago, they
found an already converted person in me, meaniag tine government may have
problems implementing this directive in many plaeedut not in Mwisho wa Lami.
ILLUSTRATION/JOHN NYAGA

In Summary

If I would be eating this full on my Nyumba Kumijearns, it was a good thing after all,
and | would do the same the next day.

Lucy too was happy to see me, and she served g juilon’t know who had whispered
to her how | loved juice.

| jJumped out of the house, with only one shoe deftlthe other one in Lucy’s house.
advertisement

By Mwalimu Andrew
More by this Author

As a law abiding citizen and a distinguished residég Mwisho wa Lami community, |
have always taken it as my responsibility not awlpropagate, but also to help in the
implementation of good government initiatives.

Indeed, as one of the main advisers to the Chiéfaakey consultant of our Member of
County Assembly, | have always been a crystal &garshaping the destiny of Mwisho
wa Lami.

So when the government came up with the Nyumba Knitiative some time ago, they
found an already converted person in me, meaniag tine government may have
problems implementing this directive in many plaedsut not in Mwisho wa Lami.

But it would appear that there are some peopleatdwere who are not seeing the
advantage of such an obviously beneficial directive

They are the same people that always oppose agytlum government, for the simple
reason that it is from government.

| first met these enemies of development at Hiler’

“Hii nyumba kumi lazima tuifuate,” | said to theuad suspects that patronise Hitler's
place. “We need to know all our neighbours.”

“Hiyo ni mchezo,” said Saphire. “In Mwisho wa Lamdon’'t we know all of our
neighbours?”

“That is right Saphire,” said Rasto. In fact som@&®know all the people in this place.

“l agree you may know them but do you know whaytte,” | asked.

“How is it my business to know what my neighbouo®tdwondered Rashid.

“If somebody comes to me at night ati Nyumba Kuniamkatakata,” said Nyayo.
There was a heated debate and | lost for the sirepkon that | was outnumbered.
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LEAFY SUBURBS

The only thing that we agreed on was that it way on Milimani, the leafy, modern,
urban part of Mwisho wa Lami village where Nyumbank was more needed.

“Huko ndio kuna shida,” said Rashid. “You peoplend&now each other at all.”

“If you want to do Nyumba Kumi, do it in Milimandon’t involve us,” said Lutta.

| raised the same thing the next day in the staffrol suggested that as teachers we need
to form a club where we will be visiting each otineore frequently.

“We need to know each other well and also know wlesteryone comes from,” | said.
“As long as hamukuji kwangu | am okay” said Mrs|sti

“And who doesn’'t know my home?” wondered Saphiredén’t think it would be
necessary to come to me.”

“Why don’t you want to be visited?” wondered Mad&fary, who always organises staff
welfare activities.

“I don’t want fitina,” Mrs Atika said. “The last e teachers visited me they went on
talking about my house - oh, how my sofa sets &teal my black and colour TV. | will
never welcome colleagues to my house again.”

“l think we need to do this in the spirit of NyumbBaimi,” said Juma. “We can’t start
knowing other people when we don’t know our collgagwell.”

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME

We then all agreed to start visiting each other thet problem came when we started
looking for who to host the staff first.

Every teacher said they were either busy or unpeeba

This got worse when Madam Mary announced that weldvbave to contribute Sh450
monthly each to be given to the teacher we visit.

“Ai, kwani tunamfanyia harambee?” wondered Luttag anmediately announced that he
was pulling out of the arrangement.

Saphire also announced that he would not join us.

| decided to take Nyumba Kumi to Milimani.

Although the estate is the home of the who is whiMivisho wa Lami, | only knew my
new neighbours, Mr Juma and Mr Mboya, a teacheMwisho wa Lami Secondary
School. It was time to know the others.

First to visit was the nurse at Mwisho wa Lami éispary, who stays in one of the
houses.

| arrived at her place just after 7.00p.m. She amled me in. Although she did not know
my name, she told me that she knew me because ef/arysmart dressing.

Evaline — her name — told me all about her, while grepared supper.

We ate and talked more that evening. It wasn’tl8gm that | left her house, having
known more about her.

If I would be eating this full on my Nyumba Kumijearns, it was a good thing after all,
and | would do the same the next day.

The next day, | went to some house whose owneat hdi know well.

LOCKED DOORS
| knocked only to find it belonged to Kim, the owred Mwisho wa Lami hardware.
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There wasn’t much | was to speak with a man areftlimmediately after. | decided to
take a stroll around Mwisho wa Lami as most dooesenclosed.

| retuned at around 6p.m and decided to try on¢hefhouses where the owner had
returned.

The house belonged to Lucy, a teacher on teachragtipe at Mwisho was Lami
Secondary.

Lucy too was happy to see me, and she served e juilon’t know who had whispered
to her how | loved juice.

We talked as we took the juice. “Where do you baurysuits?” she asked me. | asked
her why she was asking. “You are always very smdrthe teachers in our school know
you and talk about you.”

“I import them from Nairobi.” | told her. | was hiyren on the third glass of juice. It was
around 7.50p.m when Lucy served supper: ugali aneina.

After supper, | sat around, as | waited for moriegu Seeing it not being served, |
gathered courage to ask for it.

Lucy brought me a glass of juice, which | starteking. | had gotten used to her, and
soon, | removed my shoes and lay on the sofa ggpéd down the juice. It was around
9pm and Lucy switched on her TV for news.

| was still lying down when someone knocked at do®r. Lucy opened and in came
Johnny, whom | knew as a high school teacher ieightoouring school.

“Who is this?” he asked.

“It's Dre,” Lucy said, smiling.

PAINFUL LOSS

“And you are just smiling?” Johnny asked unamus8d. this is the man who has been
confusing you.”

“No, Dre is just visiting”, Lucy said.

“I am not a fool, how can a first time visitor bgrig on the sofa that | bought you.”

The man went to the bedroom, and as | got up ta wgashoes, he emerged from the
bedroom carrying a nyahunyo.

“Wewe ndio unayemelea mabibi za wenyewe,” he asisede moved to beat me. It was
painful and as he moved for a second one, | jungueaf the house, with only one shoe
on. | left the other one in Lucy’s house.

| took off, with Johnny in hot pursuit, unable taWas | did not want to raise any alarm.
My knowledge of Mwisho wa Lami served me well. H®s gave up on me. | then
walked to my house, regretting that | had left oheny shoes in Lucy’s house.

Although it was dark, word that | had been caughtihanded with Johnny’s wife spread
like bushfire.

This was the talk of the village for the next feayd.

With that | stopped any more Nyumba Kumi campaigns.

But first, how do | get back my shoe from Lucy’'suse?
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Sunday, February 24, 2013

There’s a plot to rig polls in Mwisho

By MWALIMU ANDREW

Unless the IEBC chairman, the Police Commissioaad the minister for Education
intervene, the General Election in Mwisho wa Lawllipg station will be a great sham.
This is because enemies of development have cewlsfmriock me out of presiding over
the elections so as to impose unpopular leaderssigdne wishes of the majority in
Mwisho wa Lami and its environs.

| know some people will dismiss this as a wild gdleon, but | can assure you that the
enemies of development involved are high-rankingegoment officials using State
resources to completely lock me out of the elestion

It all began after the interviews for election oidils in Mwisho wa Lami were held. As
you know, | was the only candidate who was ablage a computer. Most analysts and
observers were in agreement that unless somethengywrong, | would be appointed the
presiding officer.

The interviews

This did not go down well with many people. As yoow, besides our HM and Deputy,
our Area Education Officer (AEO) also attendedittierviews.

A few days after the interviews, rumours spread thead been appointed the presiding
officer. The rumour was rife on the same day thatak arrested for a few hours on
claims that | was in cahoots with Nyayo to steal.

That night, 1 am reliably informed, our Assistanhi€f, the HM and AEO met the
returning officer at Cosmos Bar where they sougltanvince him not to hire me.

Ever since | sacked the assistant chief's sonpasfact, we don’t see eye to eye.

“Dre has a theft case with the police,” a governtregficial reportedly told the returning
officer. “How can you make him our presiding offieé

“There was violence in the last elections becalmsetiens were rigged,” the AEO is said
to have added. “We therefore should not put thetieles in the hands of people whose
integrity is in question.”

The returning officer, however, said he would appthe best.

“We won't report to a thief as our presiding officethe HM then said, according to
sources close to the source.

The returning officer told them off, and ruled thdtad no police case and that even if |
had, no one had proven that | had stolen. He apgmbime the presiding officer. The
AEO was appointed as my deputy while the HM wasagpd a polling clerk along with
the Deputy, Madam Ruth and Anita.

Having failed to stop me, enemies of my developmesorted to using State machinery
to stop me from presiding over the elections. L&shday evening, the HM sent me an
SMS telling me that | would be on duty last weeterhinded him that it was Mrs Atika’s
turn followed by Lutta.

“I no but Mrs Atika is seek while Tito will not e because he will be out,” he texted me
back.

Suspecting that the HM was “searching me wordsigreed, as | knew | would only be
on duty for two days, and then go for the electiaging that was scheduled to begin
last Wednesday.
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| arrived in school early Monday morning and oversal the cleaning. But when the
HM arrived, he reprimanded me for having not suisex the cleaning of his office. “My
desk is too dusty,” he said.

By the time the staff meeting started, Juma anckiewnot on talking terms. When the
HM called out for AOB, Ruth spoke.

“Mr HM, some of us will be away from Wednesday atting IEBC Elections training.”
“Who else is attending?” he asked.

“I will be attending and | have also received rexsjaefrom Anita and Kwame,” Ruth
responded.

“I am also attending,” | said. “Please have somezise be on duty from Wednesday.”
“We can't have all the teachers going for IEBCrinag, especially teachers on duty!” the
HM said. “Already four of us are away and it woudd irresponsible of me to allow a
fifth teacher to leave.” He then ended the meeting.

| sensed trouble and after the meeting, | calledreturning officer and told him that |
may be denied permission. “Are you able to assisti®ked.

“No. It's your responsibility to make it for traimg otherwise we will replace you,” he
said.

“Please write me a letter saying that | have bgeomted a PO to compel the HM to
release me.”

The returning officer insisted he could not interge“It's up to you to get permission
from where you work.”

| saw the HM that afternoon. | told him that he et to release me.

“I wish | could release you but | can’t,” he safi#irst of all, you are on duty. And you
know that Lutta and Mrs Atika are not around.”

“But you have allowed Ruth, Anita, Kwame and yolifraeady, why not me?”

“I gave permission on first come first serve,” lads “TSC regulations do not allow me
to have over 60 per cent of teachers away.”

He suggested that | talk to the AEO for assistafi€¢éhe AEO agrees, then | will allow
you.”

With little time to waste, | went to see the AEQitlafternoon. He was not in his office
when | arrived so | waited for him.

“I hope you have no school duties this afternodmg”said as he welcomed me to his
office.”

| explained to him my predicament.

“I have already warned Juma that he has alreadyall too many teachers to be away,”
he said. “He can’t allow another teacher out obstfi

“Bwana AEO, general elections are an importantomaii duty ....”

“I know, but learning cannot stop just because letteons,” he said. “These elections
have caused us enough interruptions already!”

It was clear | would not get any assistance from,hso | left. As | rode my bicycle
home, | really contemplated ignoring them and gdorgraining.

“Do not try that,” Saphire said when we met at étig that evening. “The AEO and HM
want you to do that so that they can fix you.”

That evening | received an SMS from the HM tellmg that | would be in charge of
school while he and Kwame were away.
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Reluctantly, | went to school on Wednesday. Later ®aphire informed me that in my
absence, the AEO had replaced me as the presiffingrovhile Mr Juma would be his
deputy.

“I can’t believe | am missing out on Sh2,000 pey!tiasaid.

“You mean its 2k per day?” he asked. “You go fatttihing and should the AEO or HM
bring any problem, with some of that money we alh to a KNUT official to defend
you.”

| called the returning officer that evening butdsd that he had already replaced me. It
was clear from his voice that he was under immnessure from State officials to drop
me.

| immediately wrote a protest email to IEBC and T80t should they not intervene, |
urge all right-thinking Kenyans to reject the electresults that will be announced at
Mwisho wa Lami polling station as senior officidlave clearly compromised the process
with a view to influencing the results!
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Sunday, December 30, 2012

Fiolina’s day out in Nairobi

By MWALIMU ANDREW

In the wake of the fire lit by Xtash and which shed home to extinguish, | planned to
travel back immediately. Since | was broke, | wdnte travel back alone, but Fiolina,
my Running Mate, insisted that | fulfil my promisétaking her to Nairobi.

“I have no money,” | pleaded, “so you will be hupgn Nairobi.”

“Heri kukaa Nairobi njaa kuliko kukaa hapa kama nimeshibahe said. “Only your
father wants me here, the rest have defected tshXta

| told her that was a lie, and that my family woalktept the woman | chose. “Right now
that woman is you.”

Whenever my First Lady is angry, she usually restwrtusing SMS even when we are in
the same room. “Sweethut | mast go to Nairobi, i'tceemain hear,” she SMSed me
while having supper.

| did not reply, but this did not stop her from tieg me again. “You can lend the money
from your freind.”

| still did not reply.

Those of you who have been to Mwisho wa Lami knbet the people who board or
alight from Msamaria Mwema are usually known. Thetwhy news that Xtash had
boarded a Nairobi-bound Msamaria Mwema spreadervillage like bush fire.

“Are you the one the one who gave Xtash ‘transpirtgo to Nairobi so that you can
meet there?” Fiolina asked me when the news redoéed told her that | was not even
aware that Xtash had gone to Nairobi.

“Know | now why you don’t want to go with me,” si$vMSed me.

| borrowed some money from my mother — | never @erfrom my father — and |
travelled with Fiolina to Nairobi the next morning.

She asked me many questions on the way. | can'émdrar that number of times she
asked Kwani hatufik”

As soon as we reached Naivasha, she collectedalgerib readiness to alight.

As soon as she saw the “Welcome to Nairobi” sigre stood up and started walking
towards the door, clutching her bag. After mucloltag, she agreed to sit near the door,
but every time the bus stopped to drop off passsnghe would attempt to alight.

We finally alighted at around 4 pm and immediatebarded a KU-bound matatu. | was
lucky she was tired, otherwise she would have askady more questions. The walk
from KU’s gate to Nyayo hostels really excited hard she could not believe that all the
buildings and streets belonged to Kenyatta Unitgrsi

But the most exciting was walking all the way tadhloor, Nyayo 3. Fiolina had never
been to a storey building.

In her bag, she had tea in a flask and boiled malaeh she served us as soon as we got
into the room. Wesonga drank the tea quite happily.

Fiolina then prepared supper — there was no gaikgM if | could get fresh food cooked
by my wife. We borrowed sufurias from our neightsoand Fiolina prepared ugali and
omena, which she had carried from home.

Although Wesonga had not liked the idea of Fioknaisit, he was quite happy to have
supper without spending a cent. It was clear Feolias tired after supper and wanted to
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sleep. | had to “exile” Wesonga. With a full storhabe was only too happy to leave so
he picked up his books and went to a friend’s room.

Fiolina insisted on sleeping on the first floortlbé bed instead on ground floor.

“Sijawahi lala kwa kitanda ya ghordfashe said, climbing up to sleep. | took time to
write the notes from the classes | had missed oo started dozing off. | joined her in
bed.

We woke up very late on Sunday morning and, aftealkfast — strong tea arda
ngumu— we left for town. It was Fiolina’s day out. Rirstop was KU’s flyover, from
where we watched vehicles sped past.

Fiolina was so excited that we stayed there fogland had to cancel the Uhuru Park
tour. From the flyover, we went to town. Since |t know the town well, 1 only took
her to KICC.

“Watu hutembea mpaka huko Pishe asked, pointing at the topmost floors.

“They use lifts,” | replied.

“Can we go in? | have never climbed a lift,” shdexb excitedly. | told her that we
couldn’t go in at that time but | could look foraher building in town where we could
use a lift.

| thought of taking her to moving stairs at KU'sttdtPost-Modern Library but |
remembered she wouldn’t be allowed in as she dichawve a student ID. We then took
photos while “touching” the peak of the skyscragp@olina could not believe it when the
photos were presented a few minutes later.

Quite happy

“Kwani negativezimeoshwa saa ngdfii she asked, quite happy. She then asked for
several copies.

“Wacha nionyeshe wale husema sijafiarobi,” she told me.

| then took her to lunch. Fiolina had never eateipsand was really eager to taste them.
| walked her to a chips place near the KU stagee 8hjoyed herself although she
embarrassed me by pouring tomato sauce into a, ghasking it was juice.

From there we went straight to KU where Fiolina toed, went straight to bed. Later
that evening | took her to KM for supper. We weanbed early on the bed’s first floor.
Last Monday, | took her to KU's fly-over where stgent the whole morning watching
cars as | attend classes. We went to Ruiru towharafternoon.

On Christmas day, we went to Uhuru Park, and thessgd by KICC where we took
more photos. From there | took her to Machakos @&irpvhere she boarded Msamaria
Mwema to Mwisho wa Lami.

| went back to KU, very broke and quite behind iass work. Unless | do something
drastic, | may fail exams this session. But | doafret it as | made a lasting impression
on Fiolina. | hope she will remember this for tlestrof her life.

*k%k

To Nyayo, Saphire, Rasto, Hitler, Packetia, Sawnigljr-iolina, my father Caleb, Rashid,
Rumona, my colleagues at Mwisho wa Lami Primary exdeed all the good people of
Mwisho wa Lami and its environs: Happy 2013!
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Sunday, February 10, 2013

| might be HM’s boss on March 4

By MWALIMU ANDREW

When | declared that | was the most — if not thly erdigital person in Mwisho wa Lami
and its environs, some enemies of development dgadime and accused me of chest-
thumping. Little did we know that my analogue cafiees would soon need digital tips
from me.

As the nation knows, teachers have been waitingy Wwdted breath for the General
Election so that they can offer their professiomgbertise in ensuring that, come March
4, this country conducts free and fair electionst &affroom is no exception.

“This year | must be a presiding officer,” Jumaldesad. “| was a deputy PO in the last
elections.”

“Who helped you get that job?” Lutta asked. “I gaye on election jobs after trying
many years unsuccessfully.”

“You can never get those election jobs if you do kriow someone,” said Saphire. “The
jobs seem to belong to some families.”

Juma and Kwame later bragged they were in cont#tt someone who would assist
them to become presiding officer and deputy respagt Soon, they started openly
calling each other “Presiding Officer”.

Foul mood

But, late last month, the HM arrived in school @aely morning in a foul mood.

“This is nonsense,” he said, “it looks like IEBCedm’'t want some of us to be involved in
the elections.” He then tabled a newspaper adeethe IEBC jobs.

To be a presiding officer or deputy, one needelaive a degree or diploma. Other than
me who is pursuing a degree, the rest of the Mwighd.ami staff are certificate holders.
As if that was not enough, computer literacy wasdadory for presiding officers and
their deputies.

“Hii ni mchezg’ said Lutta. “We have seen many elections andmaputer has never
been required in polling stations.”

“You are right,” the HM said, “unless there arergdo rig the elections, | do not see the
need for a computer.”

“Wacheni uogahii ni vitisho baridi,” Kwame said. “They are juscaring us from
applying. | am sure no computer questions will fieca.”

Lutta, Juma and Saphire agreed with Kwame’s pasaiod they all apply. Tito, Rumona
and Ruth applied to be polling clerks.

| was quite happy with the requirements as thisnnéahad little competition. That
evening, | made a few changes to the letter | isegply for a job in 2010 referendum.
Excerpts:

“Sir,

In response to your advert, privileged to be ineipt of my eagerly-awaited application
epistle for the salient role of Presiding Officer the fast-approaching Elections. | am
more than well-equipped for the role; based on mjvalled demonstrable experience in
electoral, referendal and censal matters.

Take cognisance of the fact that not only am lagher of no mean repute, | am also an
eminent undergraduate scholar of the world-acclalnfenyatta University where | am
in the final year of a Honours Degree in educations
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Proudly born and bred within this geographical Ititg and having worked in this
hallowed hamlet for eons, | am well versed with tenmritory’s geomorphology, and
demographic orientation.

Besides, | am the only professional who is not aoiyputer-literate, | am also lap-top
literate; since | am the owner of the only laptopthis region, a gadget | am ready to
lend your esteemed commission during the elections.

My Folk Song and Set piece was the best in thesiDnal Music Festivals, while last
term, my volleyball team emerged the best durirg Zbnal Ball Games — a clear
testimony to my abilities.

Affixed here-in is my résumé and carbon copiesobbnly my academic certificates, but
also a dozen testimonials attesting my multiplei@ements in the arena of Games,
Drama, and Music Festivals. Thirstily awaiting fiie interview.

Yours expectantly;

Mwalimu Andrew; GHC, CRE, Insha, Facebdok.

| delivered the letter to the district officer. Were invited to come for the interview last
Monday. There wasn’t much preparation until Mondédigrnoon when the Headmaster
arrived in the staffroom in a panic.

“Dre, did you come with your computer?” he askedsked why.

“Ni kubayd” he announced. “I have a friend who attendedititerviews today and they
had computer practicals.”

“If they bring that we are doomed,” Kwame said.

| went home to bring the laptop so that | couldetdkem through a crash course on
computer usage. It was a difficult session as ¢eather had their on idea of what they
wanted to learn.

“Show me how to switch on and off,” said the Headtea

| took them through and each teacher practisedtb@witch on and off.

“I hope they will ask us how to switch off or orsaid Lutta. Next | taught them how to
type.

Kwame could not find half of the letters that make his name. We hadn’'t achieved
much in three hours and each of them wanted met thém go home with the laptop but
luckily it did not have power.

“I have booked to sit with you during the practjitahe HM sent me an SMS that
evening.

We all met at the DO’s office for the interviews @dnesday morning. Almost all the
teachers were there and there was no space tobpailes as all trees and walls had
already been taken.

Soon the IEBC officials arrived and called us ie tbom in groups of five. There were
five laptops and each of us was asked to perfofawaoperations including writing our
names, saving documents, highlighting and boldingngs.

The HM sat next to me but did not do anything wite laptop. He kept looking at me but
| could not assist him as the Returning Officer w&ding next to us.

“Computeryangu ilikuwa mbaya he said as we left. | asked him what the probless.

“It did not have the thing for moving the arrowddiou call it a rat?”

“You mean mouse?”

“Yes, it had no mouse.”
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| told him that one could operate a laptop withaummouse but he complained that |
hadn’t taught him that the previous day.

“This is a ploy to fail me but | must get an eleas job as | really need the money,” he
said.

| told him he would get more marks in the oral matew but he disputed that.

“I can’t go for oralssitaki aibu ndogo ndogd

By then Lutta had joined us and, although he hat alot done anything with the
computer, he was going for the orals.

“I must go tell then that this computer literacgue@ement is useless.”

“You wait,” the HM said, “me, | will come tomorrovior the clerk interviews which 1
also applied for.”

“That’s fine, Bwana HM,” Lutta said encouragingREven in the elections there are
those who wanted to be governors but settled toerateats because of the degree thing.”
“Simba akikosa nyama hula nyashe HM said, laughing.

| proceeded for the oral interviews where | perfedrexemplary. | pray that | get the
position and the HM also gets appointed clerk asgigaed to my station to work under
me. That will be a perfect opportunity for me teage.

145



Sunday, December 9, 2012

I’m caught in the crossfire between coalitions at bme

This has been one of the longest weeks. As you keolools closed sometime ago and,
since | was not invigilating KCPE, | was up and atbdwisho wa Lami waiting for
Kenyatta University to open for the December sessio

Then my sister Caro arrived. Caro played a majlar iroconvincing me to marry Fiolina,
as the two had met at the posho mill several tiamesknew each other for long.

The only person who had opposed my marriage taréialas Yunia, the big sister, but
for different reasons. You see, Yunia had been tsedceiving handouts from me, and
the arrival of Fiolina put this to an end. Luckilyr me, Yunia returned to her husband
soon after my First Lady arrived.

But she arrived back last week, two days after Cdumia, as usual, brought her children
“for the holidays” but, to date, Caro is yet to seyat brought her home.

We had expected both to stay for a few days angbgk to their husbands but, more than
a week later, they are both still here.

And the failure by my brother, Ford, to send bu® fio his wife Rumona to travel to
Shimo la Tewa has kept her around too.

Living with all these women in the same compoundefeen two days is not a task for the
faint-hearted.

Although they had been friends for long, it becactear to me that Fiolina and Caro
were no longer friends. It all had to do with shdggbber shoes.

As everyone knows, last month, after we had eamgdsalary boon, | bought Fiolina
two pairs of stylish Ngoma rubber shoes. Last wedk€aro borrowed a pair to wear to
the market. | did not even know this until last May when Fiolina complained to me
about Caro.

“Tell that sister of yours to respect other peaplgfoperty,” Fiolina told me. | asked her
to explain.

“I gave Caro my Ngoma shoes and now she has made hlers,” Fiolina fumed. Since |
had spent money on the shoes, | told Caro to r¢hem immediately.

| was in the sitting room when Yunia’s daughterugiot the shoes.

“Mwambie sikumpea zikiwa ch&fuFiolina shouted at girl.Arudishe vile zilikuawé
Breathing fire

That evening, as we took supper, Caro came to @usér She was breathing fire.
“Mulamwa, tutaheshimianashe told Fiolina even before she sat doww/e"sio wa
kwanza kununuliwa viatu na bwana w#ko

“Najua” answered Fiolina.rfa si uko na bwana, si umwambie akununuliwe piae®&w
“Unafikiria bwana wangu ni mshamba wa kuninnuuliaohg?” Caro asked Fiolina,
spoiling for a fight.

| had to defend Fiolina.

“Stop this nonsense Caro!” | told her, ordering bet of my house.

“Dre, sikujua umekaliwa na bibi hiyishe said as she left. | did not answer her.

But if Fiolina had problems with Caro, she was igettcloser to Yunia. They spent
evenings together, plaiting their hair.

Mother did not like this and, come Wednesday, sberged to our house.

“Yunia, is this how | brought you up?” she asked.

“Mama, nini mbaya” Yunia asked.
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Mother asked where her children were.

“Bedford is here and Leornida is in your kitcheMyinia answered.

“So who is taking care of Leornida? Has she eaten?”

Yunia said Caro was taking care of her daughter.

“When did Caro become your maid?”

“Let her also do some work,” Yunia told MotheMhapenda kubembelefZzarosana”
“Chunga hiyo mdomo yako, YuyiidMother warned. Naona kwanini huwezi kuishi na
bwand”

Yunia told Mother to keep her husband out of treealssion.

“Umefunza dada yako hizi tabia mbaya mpaka pia peyekosana na bwana wake
Mother said.

It was only then that | learnt both Yunia and Caed differed with their husbands,
meaning they would stay for long.

For some reason, however, Mother has started gettoser to Rumona, and has been
visiting her house every evening, even eating suftfege. Yet, just a few weeks ago, the
two were not seeing eye-to-eye.

Were it not for Caro, Father would be finding fdooime, as my mother has been eating
in Rumona’s house. Caro and Father have always dese. The only time they differed
was when Caro got married. But, as soon as sheedriome with a suit bought by her
husband, they became friends again.

Three customers

| had not really noticed that there were three spacamps in our home, until last
Thursday. As you know, Rumona usually sells scares paraffin outside her house.
Since she gets about three customers a day, sHg sés around her wares. So, Bedford,
Yunia’s son, and Fiolina’s niece Frida have beendimg her “shop”.

But last Thursday, Rumona claimed to have lost saroeey from her “shop”.

She came to our house complaining. We told hentieadid not know who had stolen the
money.

But, that evening, Frida was seen eating mand&¥isen confronted, she claimed she
had been given by Bedford, Yunia’s son.

| had spent most of the day at Hitler’s, and aditheme to find fireworks at home. It was
not clear what was happening but there were thaie®s.

“You will return what your children stole from meRumona told Fiolina and Yunia.
“We can no longer live with thieves here.”

Mother, her new ally, supported her.

“And you, Fiolina, these children must return teithhomes. Andrea does not have the
money to feed other people’s children!” she declare

Caro and Father also took sides on the matter. &lmonished Rumona.

“But when you leave money openly in a home with ynineves, what do you expect?”
she asked.

Father added: “Rumona, | have always told you tepkihne money you get from your
business well.”

“But | must get my stolen money from the thieveatgnts,” Rumona said.

“Don’t call my son a thief!” Yunia said. “It was yo mistake.”
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| tried to arbitrate but it was very difficult. lag vilified by all the three camps for taking
the middle ground. That is when | decided that uldano longer sit on the fence: | had to
join one of the camps.
But | am not giving support free of charge. Scrateh back, | scratch yours. Which
coalition should I join?
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Sunday, March 3, 2013

Ominous signs Fiolina plans to sit on me

by MWALIMU ANDREW

When | did Fiolina the great favour of marrying hene of the things | promised her was
a wedding this April. But as this date approaclies, increasingly looking like we are
more likely to part ways than have a wedding.

It all started a few weeks after our highly puldenl and respected marriage. As you
know, Senje Albina, my aunt, is the one who intrmetl me to Fiolina. As the most
advanced person in Mwisho wa Lami and its envirahg]id not take me long to
convince Fiolina | was the only candidate who wastiwher vote. She voted for me.

In the earlier days, Senje Albina used to visitqu#e frequently — but this came to a
stop less than a month later. It was in mid-Octokleen she visited us. | remember the
day well because Fiolina had cooked chapatis. Aftermeal, Senje Albina called me
aside.

“Dre si kama unakula hivi utanona sgsahe joked. However, she warned me against
eating chapatis.Usizoee chapati zRiolina, maybeamekalia kabla akupé

“Why would she sit on them?” | asked her, laughing.

“You don’t know?” she wonderedSt ndio akukalie kabigashe said. | laughed at this,
and assured her that Fiolina could not sit on me.

A few days later, Senje came and asked me to lelpdy school fees for Theophilas her
son. This was around the time when we had jusivede salary increase. | planned to
give Senje Sh3,500, until | told my First Lady.

Denied money

“Tangu lini ukakuwaed Cross?” she asked mdlithi sina leso na viatunywele yangu
ni mbayaand you are here freely distributing money. Arel yyYampaigning to be an
MP?”

She clearly opposed my plan to give Senje the moBege she was denied the money,
Senje went around telling everyone that Fiolina $@don me.

“Chungeni kabla huyuFiolina akalie Dre zaidi,” she advised my parents. Once this
information reached my sister Caro, it had as vegthed Fiolina!

Needless to say, this caused a strain betweem&iahd Senje, a development that saw
Senje’s visits stop. Fiolina would continue infleerg most of my other decisions. For
example, she stopped me from agreeing to allow istgrsYunia’s son move in with us
yet she invited quite a good number of her relatiestay with us.

Since | planned to be a model husband in the wifoldwisho wa Lami and its environs,

| totally acceded to many of her demands, sinaavenwanted a quatrrel.

But some of the demands Fiolina has been makirgtefhave made me to re-consider
our relationship. It all started last Saturday niagn As you know, ever since Hon.
Mutula Kilonzo banned weekend tuition, we have bleaving idle Saturdays.

As usual, | woke up late last Saturday and preptaréelave for Hitler's. As | walked out
of the house, | found Fiolina at the door. She kéacme.

“Where are you going?” she asked me.

“Is it your business where | am going?” | asked her

“Yes it is, | must know where you are going,” shewaered. “And if you are going at
Hitler’s, 1 will not allow you to go.”
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“What do you mean?” | asked her, pinched her nosepushed her away. | walked to
Hitler's where | joined other teachers who had emikssut on IEBC jobs to drown our
frustrations.

It was about 8pm when | returned, only to find tle®r to my house locked, even though
Fiolina and her retinue of relatives were all iresid

Clinton, her nephew, opened the door for me butstered, Folina slapped him.

“Nani amekwambia ufungulie huyu mlevi mla?igshe asked before slapping him again.
Clinton started screaming and | immediately inteaa

“Why are you beating an innocent boy?” | asked blexarly angry.

“Kwani ni mtoto wak®” she asked.Ngoja upate wako ndio upige kelél@his soon
developed into a loud quarrel that attracted nesghbdincluding my parents.

“What is happening here?” my father asked us asppeoached my house.

“It is Fiolina who is beating up children,” | salmit Fiolina told him that | was the one
who had come back drunk and noisy.

Bought a drink

My father ordered both of us to go to his houseviktanot bought him a drink for a long
time, | knew that | could not expect justice frommh

“Sit down both of you,” he said as soon as we gta his house. He called my mother to
join us. After ordering her to switch off the radiee started his lecture.

“Both of you are respected people here, why do w@ant to soil your names by
guarrelling?”

“Me | did not quarrel,” said Fiolina. “It's Dre whoame back home drunk and noisy.”
“Stop lying, | was not noisy at all,” | answeredt i5s you who refused to open the door
for me.”

“My daughter, did you lock the door for Dre?” my ther asked.

“Yes | did and he knows the reason why?” Fiolinaveered.

“I do not know why you locked the door to my owruke.”

“Your son is very rude and we disagreed in the nmgrafter he left without even telling
me where he was going?”

“But | don’t have to tell you where | am going!'ldudly interjected.

“I am your wife and | must know where you are ggirgihe said. “What if something bad
happened to you, where will we find you?”

“l can tell you where | am going sometimes, butohd need your permission to go
anywhere,” | answered.

“I agree with my daughter,” said my father. “Thedection days are very dangerous and
she must know where you are going.”

| was shocked to hear my father say that — a mam méver informs my mother about
any of his plans.

“Fine. | can inform her where | am going but | dat need her permission,” | said.

“Yes you do not need my permission but there ameqd where | will not allow you to go
to,” she retorted.

| asked her which ones and she answered, “Hitlat'sSaphire’s and at Nyayo’s; you
must stop going to those homes.”
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“I agree with my daughter,” said my mother. “Yowsld always inform her where you
are going and you should also never go to the plabe doesn’t want you to. | am sure
she has good reasons why she doesn’t want you'there

My father then ordered us back to our house. “Aed, you will always notify my
daughter before you go anywhere and ensure thagkes with you,” he said. “I do not
want to hear more quarrels from you two.”

We left his house. But Fiolina and my parents sthéaow that | am not about to give up
my constitutional rights and freedom of movemesgesnbly and association. Even if it
means ending this marriage, | am ready for thisstican't be sat on.
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Saturday, October 20, 2012

Why some nominees for head boy and head girl musise

By MWALIMU ANDREW

Recently, our HM, Mr Juma, announced that schoefgats would be appointed in the
third term and not first term, as has always beertradition.

“We want the Class Eight prefects to concentrateesrsing for KCPE,” he explained at
a staff meeting. He then directed the respectigsscteachers to present their nominees
for the positions for consideration in the next tireg

“Let’s pick pupils of high integrity, and who arksa academically strong,” he added.

As a class teacher for Class Seven and the sanitatiaster, | short-listed Sandra,
Nyayo’s eldest daughter; Prudentia, Fiolina’s distaousin; and Bedford, Hitler's
youngest son.

Knowing that some enemies of development would secne of favouritism, | prepared
a detailed brief on why | thought each was qualifigut this was not to be. After the HM
introduced the agenda, Saphire interrupted him.

“Mr Headmaster, sir, why are we appointing prefeotsontravention of the ministry’s
directive?” he asked.
“Which directive are you talking about?” Juma asked

“Read this,” Saphire said, passing around a nevespeydting. ‘School prefects must be
elected, orders Minister Kilonzo’ read the headlihe the article, the minister had
outlawed appointment of prefects and directeddbsls to practise guided democracy.
Receive circular

“That is just a newspaper report,” said the HM. “Wannot follow it until we receive a
circular from the DEO.”

“Mr HM you want play with Mutula?” asked Tito. “Dgou remember what he did to the
Headmistress of the school whose dormitory buidfihgipupils?”

“But we cannot let these ignorant pupils electrtiogn prefects,” said Mrs Atika. “What
if the elect crooks?”

“I agree with Mrs Atika,” said Kwame, the deputyHey are too young to know what is
good for them.”

After long deliberations, we agreed to let the miplect their prefects. But the HM had
reservations.

“Is there a way we can ensure that our preferrgalgpget elected?” he wondered. “That
would make a mockery of democracy,” protested Saphle was supported by Tito who
said: “Let the pupils decide!”

A vetting committee to clear the pupils to contib& elections was established. Saphire
and | were members.

The headmaster announced at the morning paradeettieday the good news and the
pupils responded with jubilation.

“Those interested must apply through the Electiommittee after which there will be a
one-week campaign period,” he said. The school wanta frenzy. After the parade,
many Class Seven pupils were seen moving from lass o0 another seeking votes.
Two days later, the election committee met to hetrtames. The most interesting were
Kaunda, the councillor's son and Alex, Hitler's soilex is his father’'s principal
assistant in brewing and selling alcohol while Kadanis a rude boy, whom we have
suspended several times.
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The deputy rejected these two nominees. “We catetothis school be led by well-
known crooks,” he said.

“What example shall we be showing out there if \wprave these?”

“A suspension cannot disqualify anyone from coimegst said Saphire. “If the Ocampo
Two are running for president, how can we preveauda or Alex from contesting?”
Saphire was the councillor's chief campaigner ie thst elections and a regular at
Hitler’s.

As for the head girl, Tito presented a spirited pamgn for Packetia, who is rumoured to
be his girlfriend, but Mrs Atika opposed her nontioa. We cleared all of them contest.
That evening, the HM called me to his office atdihded him the list of the candidates.
“This is a big joke,” he said on seeing the nommeédlo councillor's son can head this
school while | am headmaster here!

Juma never liked the councillor after he had opgdsg appointment to head the school.
“Why don’t we disqualify him?” he asked. | told hitnwas impossible.

“Since we can't stop their names from appearingh@nballot, we must ensure that they
do not win the elections,” the HM said. He wantedl&thi, his brother’s son, to be head
boy. | agreed to help out, on condition that Sandaudentia and Bedford also get
elected prefects.

A day after we cleared the candidates to contestetéctions, the councillor visited the
school.

“I am happy to hear that you want to elect Kaundadhboy,” he said. No one answered.
He then went to the kiosk outside the school wherpaid for mandazi for all the pupils.
Kaunda went from class to class announcing thaethvas free mandazi at the kiosk for
his voters. Almost the entire school queued atkibsk at lunch time, where he stood
with a placard written: VORT FOR KAUNDA AS HERD BOY

There were all manner of campaign graffiti everymheon walls, blackboards and
toilets.

The headmaster gave me money to type posters flachMaand my preferred candidates
which | printed the next day.

He instructed the school watchman to paste thervalt the school compound at night.
This caused uproar in the staffroom. Saphire wesnsed.

“It seems some candidates in this election areepts]” he said at lunch time. “How can
the other candidates compete when school resoaredseing used to support them?
“Can you prove what you are saying?” said the Dgput

“School money was used to pay Dre to print postaid the watchman was forced to
distribute them. Using school resources for campsig unconstitutional,” he said.

| defended myself saying that anyone who wantedsetyices could pay for them. With
the election date fast approaching, | met the HBI @aputy to plot our next move.

“Dre, we need you to ensure that some people dboeed this school,” the HM said.

“I am ready to have anyone as head boy but not §atradded the Deputy. “We must
do everything to stop him. And since you are the who will print the ballot papers, we
shall need your help, Dre.”

We discussed in detail how we shall stop KaundaRuoaketia from becoming head boy
and head girl respectively.

“There is nothing wrong with our actions,” said thiM. “If you read clearly, the
directive talks of guided democracy.”
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Changes galore to school timetable

By MWALIMU ANDREW

Following the interdiction of Saphire, | was ingtted to re-do the school timetable so
that his classes would not go unattended.

On hearing this, teachers complained that no clmasigeuld be made as they were
already overworked.

“Mr Headmaster, you knew very well our huge worklpso why did you interdict
Saphire? Who did you expect to take over his cE5sasked Mrs Atika.

“Saphire was doing nothing anyway,” said JumaHhe “| have already requisitioned
for an additional teacher.”

“Please get someone on PTA to take over Saphil@sses,” said Ruth. “We are already
overwhelmed.”

To stop any further discussion on the issue, thetblilme to make changes to the
timetable. | was not suggesting that changes baenta the timetable, | was ordering,”
he said and closed the topic.

One of the advantages of being the only teachdr aviaptop is that only | gets to be
assigned some of the technical assignments likenmdlke timetable.

You see, before anyone had a laptop, we used ® $erious problems because when
Kwame made one, lessons would clash as teacheesassigned to more than one class
at the same time.

But with some soft hardware on my laptop, | wagdblmake timetables where lessons
don’t clash. For me, this was the perfect oppotiuto get back at some of my colleagues
who, for one reason or another, had crossed my path

That evening, | sat down to come up with a new tablke for the school.

Here are the details:

Tito: In the last few weeks, | had noticed thabTignded to go to the nursery section of
the school and spend long hours with Fiolina.

This was because most of his classes were in tteabn, meaning he was idle in the
morning. | had to change this. | gave him backaokiclasses in the mornings so that by
the time he is free in the afternoon, Fiolina Hasaaly left.
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Rumona: Although she is my sister-in-law, she hashabit of carrying fitina from
school to home. This is because she had few clas$ies afternoon and as a result she
would leave school early to go gossip. But | hawlation. | gave her the last lessons
almost daily, meaning that she could not leave skchiatil late in the evening.

And to ensure that she does not arrive late todchalso assigned her early morning
classes. For three days every week, she had gtaviio classes and the last two classes,
meaning that she would spend the entire day jtisicsin the staffroom.

Lutta: You all know Luta. He goes to the farm befooming to school every day. | did
not have a problem until he started looking atiRakuspiciously. There was no better
way to get back at him than to scuttle his farnpnogramme. | assigned him early
morning classes so that he could not make it tdahm in the morning.

Kwame: Since his home is two villages away, Kwaydeas to school every day.
Anyone who has cycled every day will tell you itist an interesting experience in this
weather where it rains every day from around 3 ponhelp him, | had, at the beginning
of the term, not assigned Kwame late afternoorseksso that he could leave school
before it starts raining. But how did he repay Bg?etting interested in Fiolina.

Afternoon classes

My revenge was served cold — literally. | assighed late afternoon classes so that the
rains would always start when he is still around] aarly morning classes so that he
would arrive at school when it was still muddy.

Madam Ruth: As the HM'’s wife, she always uses Jtovget what she wants. Last time,
Juma instructed me how he wanted her lessons a&aaitgvas only after | had finished
the timetable that | realised she was always ftékeasame time as the HM and she
would spend all her free time in his office.

However, this was an easy matter to deal withjustdd the timetable so that she was
free when Juma had a class and vice-versa. Thisonassure they spend as little time
together as possible. Our school is not a holicdeg

The Headmaster: Like all HMs, Juma has this hdlitraping all his classes on one or
two days so that on the other three days he coakkmndless trips to the DEQ’s office.
| put this to an end by assigning him daily lessainsdd hours when it was clearly not
possible to leave school.

Madam Anita: You will all remember how she madeteolf noise last year after she
came from maternity leave. She actually came wi#ttar from the doctor instructing us
to give her mid-morning classes. A year later, Anvias still coming to school at 10 am
and leaving after lunch. | would not change herrbplbiut she has never been a supporter
of my projects. Instead, she is always on Kwamigls so | scuttled her programme and
gave her early morning classes.
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Madam Mary: Madam Mary and | have come from far.@hdver | quarrel with Fiolina,
| always visit her for support and we have becomry tight as she always advises me on
how to interpret Fiolina’'s moods. She also supparyssuggestions during staffroom

meetings.

Market day

As a result of our friendship, | asked her to cleothe times she wanted to be in class and
ensured that we would both be free at the same timade sure that every Tuesday, our
market day, both of us had no classes in the afternso that we could take a stroll
around the market. We also have no classes onyEida those who are about to start
making nose, Madam Mary is not married.

Mrs Atika: Mrs Atika and | have always had a flatationship. At times we are good
friends but not always. But last month, she helpedbig time. As you know, | had many
expenses in the month of April and did not haveughamoney for rent at the beginning
of last month. Mrs Atika loaned me the money wHialm yet to pay back although she
has been asking me about it.

To buy more time, | decided to assign her class@gl she would love. Like Madam
Mary, | gave her mid-morning lessons.

The timetable is ready and below it, | have inchlitiee following caveat: Lessons
randomly assigned by computer soft hardware.

| will put it up in the staffroom today and it benes effective from tomorrow. | know
there will be resistance but, as the new governwéhattest, implementing change has
never been easy!

mwalimuandrew@gmail.com www.facebook.com/mwishowala
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