
ABSTRACT 

We performed a case-control study of women at risk of HIV-1 superinfection to understand the 

relationship between immune activation and HIV-1 acquisition. An increase in the frequency of HIV-1 

target cells, but not in other markers of T cell activation, was associated with a 1.7-fold increase in the 

odds of superinfection. This suggests that HIV-1 acquisition risk is influenced more by the frequency of 

target cells than by the generalized level of immune activation. 


