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R U I R U TO" N

LOCATICN:
Ruiru Urban Centre is positioned ro~ghly
Line and 370 E Longitude line. The 'I'own

O 50 La t i t ucon • s. a~lvuce

Thika highway, which is Dart of the A 2 Nairobi - ~ddis - Ababa
trunk road. Euiru is about; 16 L.: from the Cit/ Centre 3r..C~

hardly 3 Km. from the City bountary.

Administratively, Ruiru is in the Thi~a Liv~sion of Xia~bu
District, and is w i,'thin th ; ncc i um potential zone of the ci st ri ct ,

The area of Ruiru ~rban Centre is sq Krn.

The development of Riuru 'I'own owes much to the building and
construction of the I'~airobi- Nanyuk i, 22iLiay Line \'.:[:iC~1 '..:as
conmleted in 1913 and a substution est ao Lishe d in :-Luiru•
Ano tne r fcct or- contributory to t~:e c:'evc:lsprnentof Huiru TO'Hn
is the N2irc~i ~yeri road whic~ ~0S constructed ir..19C8 to link
the administrative centres 0:: 'I'lii.ka, ::--.:rc::-:::8ar.c ~~j':rithe

systems, the area aro~nd ~uiru jec2~2 oc~n to 3~t~12r far~in~
end ::;s c r·.?.-::ult and oeDendin' on tlL? su;~2.:..:ility of Land, :ea,

~rom a substaticn tc~n, ~uiru ~rew into , servic: c~n~re
providing services not only to t[:E
to SO:Tle Darts of '.':;ithun=:uriand C'at'..mdu~ivisiC"n.

?uiru 'I'o:..rn is Loc at ec on the t~~:=:.!~situticli3J.zone 0': \·.';-::a~is
called t~E ~pper ~thi Jasin and t~c ~ikuyu ~i:~ected :lateau.
~he Town is ge~erally 15,000 m. a~~ve sea level. :~?town
gradually sLopc s on both si des to'.:ords-::1.[; cer:.trefonli~,:ga
rou~h in th2 middle. Gradual slop~s ~re also 0nviseged in
the areas traverse~ by ~ukuyu and Ruiru ~ivers respectively •
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The temperatures are generally high, ~ean ~aximum temperature
being 26° C wh i Le the, corresponding minimum temperature is abou t
14° C. Rainfall averages about 1,000 mmp.a.

POPULATION:

Population of Ruiru To",m given by the 1979 National Census was
1,718 people. The population trend is as represented in the
table below:
Table I

CENSUS YEAR 1948 1962 1969 1979

POPULATION 612 1,624 1 ,674 1 ,718

From the above table the intercensal annual avarage growth rates
is as follows;

1948
1962
1969

1962
1969
1979

= 7.2%
= 0.4%

0.3%

Thus the ,population grow-th rate of Ruiru 'I'ownhas been declining.
This ' _ " can be attributed to the fact that, i','lanypeople
v.hc work in Ruiru Town reside in the rural areas or elsewhere
outside the t.own,

The current population of the town is about 3,000 the raDid
increase being Cue to the sU8division and suoseouent settlement
of the 8i thunguri Ramchf.ng farm. (See pop. pyramid Pg 3)

L.4ND - USE:

From the physical development Plan of the town, Land use in
the tb"m is roughly indicated in the table below: (Table II)

A major observation is the Residential Land use which is
generally the largest Urban Land user in most towns. In ituiru
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NORTH KARIOBANGI SITE AND SERVICE HOUSING SCHEME:

1. Background
Kariobangi is situated to the North-est of Nairobi city at
a distance of about 10 km from th~ City ce~tre and industrial--.
area.

<,

It is located within the low-income residential area.
Kariobangi was the first site and service scheme in Kenya which
was a resettlement scheme for the squaters whQ were living

-'at Pumwani/Gikomba which is too near the City centre. The land
was formally public land and was leased to the Nairobi City
Council (now Nairobi City Commission) on a 99 year lease to,

develop a low-cost housing project based on the site and service
schemes concept. This concept is at present very common in Kenya.
The Council provided plots, the infrastructure, services and
communi ty facili,ties.

j

2. Socio-Economic Factors
In 1964, the Nairobi City Council (NCC) and the Kenya Government

L

initiated a housing redevelopment programme to aid squatters
living just a few hundred yards from the modern central areas

of Nairobi. This rehousing schemes involved pulling down
the squatters' illegal shacks and thus improving what was felt
to be an unhealthy, dangerous and unsigtly birght on the capital

J ~

of newly independent Kenya. Every household &as to be given
a plot ;f land, fully prpared with essential services and water
to build a new home.

. \
resettlement scheme:-

There were two reasons why there was a

i] safety and security
It was felt by the authorities that with overcrowding of

squatters near the City, there could be problems of thuggery


